THE LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRIAL
HISTORY SOCIETY
Website: http://lihs.org.uk

Autumn 2015

Newsletter Volume 2 No 11

In this Issue….
A tribute to the late Jon Goodall, an MBE
for Professor Marilyn Palmer ,articles on the
SS Yavari, the Cattle Arch Bridge at
Swannington, the Cliffe Hill Mineral
Railway, Brush Coachworks Clutsom &
Kemp, Wildt & Co, Leicester memories
……..and much more.

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Newsletter Autumn 2015

The Leicestershire Industrial History Society
Founded in 1969

Contents

3

A View from the Chair, Autumn 2015

5

Jonathan (Jon) Goodall 1948-2015

6

The Draughtsmanship of Dennis Calow

7

Brush Coachworks Output in WWII

10

From the Archives: H.H. Wildt & Co.

12

The Train Now Departing…….

13

A Walk on the former Cliffe Hill Mineral Railway Line

15

The Fall & Rise of the Cattle Arch Bridge

17

Clutsom & Kemp Ltd (Part 1)

20

Restoration of the SS Yavari

23

A Walk Down Memory Lane

25

New Publications

27

Dates for Your Diary

2

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Newsletter Autumn 2015

A View from the Chair, Autumn 2015
Chris Hossack
Work continues at Swannington with our
partners the Swannington Heritage Trust on the
excavation work on the second Tuesday of each
month, and again if you would like to get your
hands dirty you are most welcome to join us.
Interpretation of what we have found and even
what we think we might have found now needs
to be written up on display boards so that
others visiting the site can unravel the various
buildings and tunnels.

I am writing this at a time when we have just
taken over 400 people of all ages four hundred
yards into the Glenfield Tunnel during the
Heritage festival, and before we take sixty-five
Year 10 students from the Hall School which is
above the Tunnel to explore what lies beneath
their feet. This is in addition to the 352 who
came to the Tunnel in July as part of Archaeology
Fortnight. And we mustn’t forget the 50 cyclists
who also came along on August 23�� to enjoy the
experience! That is over 800 people in 2015, a
tremendous achievement and many thanks to
those that spread the word including our friends
at both the Leicester Mercury and Radio
Leicester.

This autumn’s programme has some excellent
speakers coming to our meetings at
Braunstone St. Mary’s Community Hall LE3 3FT,
starting with Mike Beech on the Foxton Story
Update on October 20��, so I do hope that as
many of you as possible will attend. We have
certainly seen a steady increase in numbers,
and we are delighted that the tunnel events
are swelling our membership.

Our team of guides and stewards from LIHS have
done valiant work to not only ensure the safety
of each of our visitors, but also to give them a
brilliant experience of early railway engineering
and to learn about one of Leicester’s hidden
gems. We are always happy to welcome new
members to help us on these very worthwhile
activities, not only do we inform the public but
we learn new facts ourselves from those who
attend.

Finally, it gives me the greatest of pleasures to
say a word or two about someone who has
done more than most to promote Industrial
Archaeology both nationally and locally:
Professor Marilyn Palmer, Vice Chairman of our
Society, President of the Association for
Industrial Archaeology, who was awarded an
MBE in this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours
for ‘Services to Industrial Archaeology and
Heritage.’ Heartiest congratulations! David
Lyne, Alan Brittan, the late Dick Thomson and
I were all in the class of 1980 held at Vaughan
College for the Certificate Course in Industrial
Archaeology.

Working with schools has to be one of our
priorities as a Society in order to share the value
of our heritage with the next generation. Our link
through Historic England and their Education
Officer has led to English Martyrs School showing
the film they researched, scripted, acted and
filmed in their different departments at our East
Midlands Industrial Archaeology Conference at
Swannington on October 10��. For further details,
please go to www.lihs.org.uk
It is with great sadness that we carry the
obituary of our friend John Goodall in this
edition of the newsletter. Not only was he a
committee member and treasurer of LIHS but
devoted many years with the Victorian Society
having an amazing knowledge of buildings and
transport. His wry sense of humour and
devotion to his favourite football club will be
badly missed.
3

Marilyn Palmer read history at St Anne's
College, Oxford, but came across Industrial
Archaeology there at the same time that the
CBA recognised the discipline and set up the
Industrial Monuments Survey in the 1960's.
After working in teacher training at
Loughborough College of Education she joined
the History Department of the University of
Loughborough, becoming its Head in 1983. She
transferred to a joint appointment in both the
History and Archaeology departments of the
University of Leicester in 1988, eventually
moving solely to Archaeology.
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LIHS Welcomes Bill Pemberton as its new
Treasurer

Marilyn served as Head of the School of
Archaeology and Ancient History from 2000 to
2006.

Following the untimely death of John Goodall in
May, we would like to welcome our new
Treasurer, Bill Pemberton, who will be continuing
the good work carried out by Jon in keeping our
finances in check.

She has taught industrial archaeology in adult
education for over thirty years and is concerned
to establish the discipline within mainstream
archaeology in academic departments hence
becoming Britain's first Professor of Industrial
Archaeology in 2000. She has been President
of the Association for Industrial Archaeology
and a commissioner with the Royal Commission
on the Historical Monuments of England before
its amalgamation with English Heritage in 1998.

Bill Pemberton has been an active member of
LIHS since 2010. He is a regular ‘digger’ at the
Califat site, has given talks on various topics to
the Society, has helped out with the visits to
Glenfield tunnel, and updates the Society’s
display boards. His main interest is railways, but
has wide knowledge of general Industrial history.
He is married to Marilyn and lives in Ashby de la
Zouch.

She serves on committees concerned with her
discipline for the National Trust, English
Heritage and the Council for British
Archaeology as well as having edited Industrial
Archaeology for nearly twenty years and being
on the Editorial Board of Post Medieval
Archaeology.

Bill was born and raised in Leicester, and after
studying mathematics and Statistics at University
in Wales, he joined the then National Coal Board
as an analyst in Doncaster. He them moved to
South Wales before returning to the Midlands in
early 1990s. He, like many others, was made
redundant from what by then was known as
British Coal, and joined an international
consultancy firm. For the next seven years he
worked and lived in various countries of the
former Soviet Union, helping them adapt to the
new economic systems. In 2000 he became
self-employed and continued working abroad.
His last major assignment was working in Hanoi
with the Asian Development Bank assessing the
viability of major investments in new power
stations and HV transmission lines.

In retirement she is now a Leverhulme Emeritus
Fellow, researching the social impact of
technological innovation on country house
estates, and continues the CBA's pioneer
recognition of the place archaeology plays in
the study of the modern world.

Since retiring in 2008, he has pursued his hobbies
of photography, travel and railways by travelling
to various remote areas of South America, Africa
and Asia photographing steam engines! Bill is
also a member of the Management Committee
of Swannington Heritage Trust (our partners in
the Califat dig) where he also helps out at Hough
Mill. He is also a keen walker and has completed
several long distance walks.
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Jonathan (Jon) Goodall 1948-2015
‘A True Champion of Leicester’
These few heartfelt words were spoken
by Peter Ellis, Treasurer of the Leicester
branch of the Victorian Society and a
long-time friend of Jon who died in May
following complications after major
surgery.
Although a native of Derby, Jon
represented the many local interest
groups in and around Leicester and
Leicestershire that collectively strive to
unearth and maintain the rich heritage
of the City and County for the benefit of
future generations. Whether it was his
first love, transport systems and in
particular, buses, or our own industrial
history, Jon was an avid supporter of our
cultural inheritance. He brought his keen
sense of history and the value of shared
knowledge as Chairman of The Leicester
Victorian Society, The Leicester
Archaeology and History Society, The
Leicester Transport Heritage Trust and
the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery,
amongst others, and where he brought
his knowledge to the fore in various roles.
A very private man and although unfortunately
a keen Derby County supporter, Jon was a
knowledgeable, sometime eccentric, but,
nevertheless, helpful and astute Treasurer of
our Society. His trademark heavily bushy
eyebrows and calm outward appearance belied
the fact that he was a passionate supporter of
the industrial heritage of Leicester and in
particular, its Victorian buildings as evidenced
early on in life when he was ‘outraged’ by the
modernisation programme that radically
changed the appearance of the once beautiful
Victorian frontage of the Derby Midland
Railway Station.

He was also very active on the City Mayors
Heritage Partnership and the City Conservation
Advisory Panel. His Knowledge of Leicester
Victorian Buildings and Transport was huge. He
was a prominent figure and vocal spokesman on
many of the issues surrounding the fight to
maintain the historic fabric of the City and
County, but it is as Treasurer of LIHS for the past
several years, and a member of our Glenfield
Tunnel visit sub group, that most of you will
remember Jon. Whether it was in the collection
of subs (!), deciding where to make suitable
donations, or helping to organise and host
Tunnel visits, Jon displayed an unalloyed focus
on what was deemed to be in the best interest
of members and visitors alike.

Jon was indeed a true champion for the
industrial heritage of Leicester, and will be sadly
missed.

A graduate of Leeds University where he
obtained a BA in Economics, Jon began his career
at British Gas, and following early retirement,
joined HMRC to see out his working life.

Additional material and photograph courtesy
of Richard Goodall
5

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Newsletter Autumn 2015

The Draughtsmanship of Dennis Calow
David Pearce

Part of a drawing of the facade of the Great
Central Railway Station, Leicester, by Dennis Calow

Dennis Calow grew up in Leicester and qualified as a Chartered Architect at the Leicester
School of Architecture in 1949. His first post was with the Bristol City Architect, where he
designed, amongst other projects, the first building of the postwar shopping area, planned
to replace the bombed prewar equivalent.
After two years he returned to the Leicester City Architect’s Department, designing amongst
others the Eyres Monsell Care Home, the former Emily Fortey special school (now known
as West Gate School following the merger with Piper Way in 2006) at Western Park, and
the Civil Defence Centre at Thurmaston. In 1955, in private practice, his work included the
restoration of The Crescent in King Street for which he received a Civic Trust award. Other
works included the Palace Theatre redevelopment, Gateway House of De Montfort
University, and many factories, warehouses, shop parades, and housing developments.
Finally retiring in 1988, he found a keen interest in Victorian buildings and wrote a detailed
study of Leicester housing of the period, including photographing demolitions from 1955
to 1975. These have since been included on the University of Leicester website under the
headings of ‘Home Sweet Home’ and ‘Vanished Leicester’
In 2005 he began a series of 115 scale drawings of lost Leicester buildings, including factories,
schools, chapels, pubs, shops, and railway stations, of which one is shown here. Copies of
these drawings have been donated to the Society’s archive.
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Brush Coachworks Output in WWII

Henry’s business was employing 200 people
within a short time and expanded production
into street tramway steam locomotives.
However, a recession in the late 1870’s brought
financial difficulties and the company was
restructured in 1882 to become The Falcon
Engine & Car Works Ltd. A very small number
of cars were produced, but the horse-bus side
of the business started in 1885 was more
successful and signalled the true starting point
of what was to become Brush Coachworks
which, after the takeover by the Brush
Company four years later, expanded to build
electric tramcars and bus and coach bodies
through until 1951.

Paul Banbury
Recently, a large cache of glass plates and
acetate official Brush Coachworks negatives has
been rescued just before being thrown in a skip!
They begin about 1929 and continue until the
end of Brush Coachworks production in 1951.
Although there are many official Brush
Coachworks photographs available, about half
of these new-found negatives do not appear to
have been printed, perhaps because a good
number are not of finished buses and coaches
but feature internal shots of construction of
vehicles in the Brush workshops. I have
undertaken to photograph all the previously
unprinted negatives (too big for a domestic
scanner) and to create positives from them.

The photographing of the negatives I’ve
mentioned has recently reached the onset of
WWII. Like most other factories, Brush
Coachworks had to make its contribution to the
war effort and the negatives reveal a large
variety of items which they produced.

At this point perhaps some history wouldn’t go
amiss as to how the Coachworks, part of the
Brush business, fitted in with their better known
electrical products .

On declaration of war, production and
distribution of new buses and coaches was
taken over by the Ministry of Supply. Initially
manufacture was stopped while companies
moved to war production, but during 1940/1,
while the Ministry were designing a standard
‘utility’ specification for future double and
single deck buses (there were to be no coaches
for the duration), chassis and bodies which
were part built or for which spares were held
in stock, were allowed to be completed. These
buses were referred to as ‘unfrozen stock’ and
were distributed at the whim of the Ministry of
Supply to needy bus operators, many of whom
received chassis or bodies with which they’d
had no previous experience.

The origins of the Brush business go back to 1879
when Charles Francis Brush, an American from
Ohio, established The Anglo-American Brush
Electric Light Corporation in Lambeth, London.
Initially very successful, but after the
introduction of the Electric Lighting Act of 1882
which set out onerous restrictions on lighting
manufacture and installation, there was a
downturn in demand. During this period, Brush
survived by broadening their output into fields
for which they are renowned today - generators,
switchgear and transformers. The company soon
outgrew its Lambeth Works and in 1889 it
purchased the Loughborough premises of The
Falcon Engine and Car Works which had plenty
of expansion room, and was conveniently
adjacent to the Midland Railway line.

Once the utility design for bus bodies had been
finalised, many of the prewar manufacturers
were instructed to produce these bodies on
either Guy and (later) Daimler chassis for
double-deckers and Bedford chassis for singledeckers. Brush Coachworks built only doubledecker motor buses of both lowbridge and
highbridge varieties in considerable numbers.

The Falcon Works were the establishments of
Henry Hughes who was involved with a small
business in 1855 on Derby Road in
Loughborough called Falcon Engine Works. He,
like Brush, needed to expand and moved to the
present Nottingham Road premises in 1864 and
grandly renamed his company Henry Hughes and
Company, Locomotive Engineers, The Falcon
Works.
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They also built trolley-buses of both single and
double-deck types. Initially the utility buses had
basic upholstered seats, but by 1943 upholstery
material ran out and subsequent buses had
wooden slatted seats.
As shown by some of the found negatives,
besides producing utility double-deckers, Brush
Coachworks produced specialist trucks and
trailers of various sorts for the War Dept. and
since several of the negatives show assembly
instructions for explosive shells, it would
suggest that Brush produced armaments as
well.
Some of the wartime negatives show the
conversion of a shop in Loughborough High
Street into a staff recruitment centre for
“women over the age of 31”, exhorting them
to join the Brush team in producing urgently
needed war supplies. These photographs of
women producing equipment in the
recruitment centre give a somewhat “glossy”
view of production reality, with all the women
in immaculate white uniforms working on
pristine white painted machinery!
Perhaps one of the most interesting facets of
the Brush Coachworks wartime production was
the manufacture of aircraft.

Newsletter Autumn 2015
The de Havilland company was supplying the
Ministry with a twin-engined aircraft, the Dragon
Rapide. They had made nearly 400 of these
aircraft when demand for other aircraft from the
company meant that they were forced to
contract out further production of the Dragon
Rapide. Brush Coachworks was the chosen
contractor and they produced over 300 more of
these aircraft for the RAF who chose to call the
model the “Dominie”. In addition to these
complete aircraft, Brush Coachworks also made
wings for the Lancaster bombers and fuselages
for other aircraft.
Postwar, Brush Coachworks returned to normal
bus and coach production, principally supplying
double-deckers to large companies and
municipal operators. From the increasing
demands from their mainstream business of
heavy electrical machines and rail locomotive,
the coachbuilding side was ended in 1951 with
the patents and goodwill passing to another
long-established Loughborough coach builder,
Willowbrook Coachworks on Derby Road, thus
completing the circle to the road from which
Henry Hughes had started the business nearly
100 years before.

Two Brush Coachworks Advertisement Posters from the mid-1930’s
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Brush works built de Havilland Dominie

An “unfrozen” AEC bus for Midland Red

A “utility” Daimler bus for Coventry Transport

Assembling “utility” buses

Posterial Discomfort!

The women’s recruitment drive in L’bro

How to assemble an incendiary bomb

The appearance of the Official Brush Photographs in this article is by courtesy of The Omnibus Society
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From the Archives: H.H. Wildt & Co.

By the 1930’s, Leicester claimed to ‘clothe the
world’ through its hosiery and footwear industries
and the Wildt article, reproduced below, and
published by the IMechE in 1937, was a reflection
of that reputation.
But the picture was about to change, and not for
the better, following the end of WWII.

David Pearce
The 1937 Proceedings (Volume 136) of the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers continues
to provide interesting nuggets regarding our
industrial heritage. For this Newsletter, I have
chosen the article on Wildt & Company Ltd, a
company highlighted in the proceedings as
being ‘worthy of a visit’ by the delegates who
attended the Leicester Conference in the
summer of 1937. By a stroke of good fortune,
a book published by Wildt’s to commemorate
their 50�� anniversary recently came into my
possession. Considering the publication is now
80 years old and in pristine condition, my first
thought was that it was a reprint, but no, it is
the genuine article! At the time of the 50��
anniversary in 1934, Wildt’s were housed at the
Adelaide Works on Tudor Road. This was their
third home - all the moves being brought about
by the expansion of a thriving business in the
adaptation and manufacture of circular knitting
machines for the domestic UK market.

The post war period was one of consolidation and
mergers, with UK industries fighting to compete
in the new era focused on exporting to earn vital
foreign currency. The hosiery industry, while not
confined to Leicester and Leicestershire, was the
biggest employer in Leicester and was not
immune to the industrial realignments that were
taking place. It was no surprise therefore, when
Bentley Engineering, a Leicester based family
owned company that had been manufacturing
knitting machines since the 1920’s absorbed
Wildt’s. They followed this by taking over Mellor
Bromley, amongst many others that would soon
be drawn into the fast expanding Bentley Group
under the control of Charles Clore and his Sears
Group.
The significance of all this was that the Bentley
Group became the largest textile knitting
machine company employing 4,000. With the
drive to achieve competitiveness and to increase
exports, this became a double edged sword with
countries that were purchasing the hosiery
machines made in Leicester, rather obviously,
began to export knitted goods in competition to
our own home grown knitted products. The rest
they say, is history. Further consolidations and
rationalizations became the norm and slowly
organisations like Bentley, G Stibbe & Co. and
others yielded to the inevitable. Once
commonplace names, like Wildt & Co. simply
became footnotes to industrial history, their
factories that once employed many hundreds,
becoming either demolished or repurposed.

Originally trading under the name of H.H. Wildt
& Company Ltd, business began in 1884 from
the premises at the corner of Millstone Lane
and Rupert Street importing US seamless and
half hose machines. To satisfy the demands of
British hosiery manufacturers, modifications
needed to be made to the US machines, and it
was on this basis that the business began to
thrive and expand. In 1911, the Company
relocated to a larger factory on Newarke
Bridge, but this again became cramped as the
company continued to expand and bring in new
machinery to manufacture the components
needed to support the localization of the
American hosiery machines. A curious side
effect of this growth in manufacture had an
adverse affect on the resilience of the upper
floors of the building to support the added
weight, and in 1928 the premises on Tudor
Road (the focus of the IMechE article) became
their new home. The transfer to Tudor Road
took place in less than two months; involved
the movement of plant, machinery and 30,000
bins from the vast stores – all apparently
without any detrimental affect on the business.

The original 1937 article on facing page is
reproduced courtesy of The Institute of
Mechanical Engineers (IMechE)

10

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Newsletter Autumn 2015

MESSRS. WILDT AND COMPANY, LTD.
ADELAIDE WORKS, LEICESTER
The business was founded in 1884 by the late Mr.
H. H. Wildt, father of the present managing
director, Dr. Edwin Wildt, and is one of the
oldest companies manufacturing circular
knitting machinery. The plant was removed to
the present factory in 1928, and in 1935 the
acquisition of the knitting machine business
of Messrs. William Spiers, Ltd. substantially
increased the already extensive range of
machines by the addition of models for the
automatic production of ribbed footwear, etc.
The present range of manufactures therefore
comprises machines for knitted footwear of all
kinds, and underwear and outerwear, in both
plain and fancy varieties. High-class winding
machinery is also a specialty, covering the
needs of all branches of the knitwear industry.
In addition to the home market there is a
substantial export trade. Adelaide Works is a
two-story factory, having a total floor area of
26,000 sq. ft. The ground floor is solely
devoted to the machine shop. Among the
modern machines with which it is equipped
are two of the latest Heidenreich and
Harbeck bevel gear shapers. The work done
on these machines is mostly the machining

of large gear rings having an exceptional
pitch-cone length. . A range of Webster and
Bennett boring mills is engaged on
producing the large circular beds and
cylinders which form part of the body
machines. Of special interest is the cutting
of the needle "tricks" in cylinders and
dials, and several special machines have
been designed for this purpose. At the rear
of the factory are the finishing, hardening,
enamelling, and plating shops, the latter
having equipment for both nickel and
chromium finishes. The upper story of the
factory is divided into two wings, one of
which houses the fitting and erecting
departments. The work is moved down the
shop as it is completed, and then passes into
the testing department, situated in the
opposite wing. In the latter department
the machines are subjected to rigorous
testing and final inspection before dispatch.
The main drawing office is situated towards
the front of the factory. A projection room
is attached for the inspection of needles and
small pressed steel components. Along
the front of the building are the general
offices, foreign department, and the private
offices of the managing director and other
officials. The total personnel numbers
approximately 450.

The Adelaide Works in Tudor Road is now classified as a Grade II listed building and has been renamed
Fiveways House. Repurposing of the building is now well underway to create an £18.5m student
development that will include accommodation for 255 students, a gym, cinema and other facilities.
11
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The Train now departing……
David Pearce

“On the report of some pieces of artillery, the
signal was given to move, upon which the
snorting monster began to fill his lungs, and try
his strength, and presently, to the sound of
music, we began a stately march. The Leviathan
felt his power, drew with merited contempt the
weight we had hung at his tail, and soon began
to trot. For the diversion of the astonished
throng, he was made to retrace his steps, and we
backed to the spot from whence we started – a
great convenience in this mode of travelling.

In the days before LIHS opened the Glenfield
Tunnel between July 16�� and July 19�� as part
of CBA 2015, a copy of one of the original
tickets arrived on the doormat. The original,
later to be auctioned and the proceeds going
to Macmillan Cancer Support, is one of only
two known to exist. John Ellis, the signatory,
was Chairman of the Leicester and
Swannington Railway. The Printer, Albert
Cockshaw, went onto found the Leicester
Mercury in 1836. As Friday July 17�� 2015 was
the 183�� anniversary of the opening the
Tunnel, we could not let the day go by without
a birthday cake - see front cover! Also, we
thought it would be interesting to find out how
the newspapers of the day reported this
momentous occasion. The Leicester Chronicle
dated Saturday 21�� July 1832, as well reporting
the event, had a man on board, a Mr W
Gardener. This is his eyewitness account:
“Having received a ticket for the opening of the
railway, and the morning proving so beautifully
fine, I was included, at the hazard of broken
bones, to place myself in one of the carriages
on its destined flight to Bagworth. The train
consisted of about a dozen vehicles, linked
together, containing more than three hundred
ladies and gentlemen, with the locomotive
engine, or puffing monster, at the head. The
banks of the Soar, a place out of all danger,
were lined with females, decked in the gayest
colours, the men occupying the more dangerous
situations.
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“Having received the cheers of the crowd, we set
off a second time in good earnest, not slackening
our pace till we arrived at the mouth of the
tunnel. As the road was lined with spectators all
the way, pressing upon the carriages, it was
deemed a proper precaution to enter upon our
subterranean journey with a lesser speed, lest
some daring persons should have previously
done so, and exposed themselves to destruction.
In less than two hundred yards we had lost the
light of day, and were immersed in utter
darkness. Before we were halfway through (the
distance being a mile and a quarter), some of
the passengers felt a great depression of breath,
which was probably occasioned by the fumes of
the engine, with a mixture of fear; but the
bursting into the open day dismissed these
sensations. It was truly sublime, ecstatic, and
delightful! How gay appeared the meadows of
Glenfield, Ratby and Newtown [Unthank]. These
were spread over with gazers, to see us emerge
from the tomb!”
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A Walk on the former Cliffe Hill Mineral Railway Line
Peter Firth

Reproduced courtesy of The Free Software Foundation, a non-profit organisation founded by Richard Stallman in 1985

The Cliffe Hill Mineral Railway was a purpose built, narrow gauge industrial railway for transporting
granite from the quarry at Markfield to sidings near Bardon Hill Station on the outskirts of Coalville,
where it connected with the line from Leicester to Burton-on-Trent, part of the London, Midland and
Scottish Railway (LMS). Opening in 1896 and abandoned in 1948 in favour of road transport, the track
remained in place for several years but had largely all been taken up by the late 1950's. There is a
group of enthusiasts that are trying to reinstate the line – see their Facebook page: Cliffe Hill Mineral
Railway re-opening organisation Community Organisation. This is also linked to a Wikipedia entry.
- Ed.
I have always been interested in narrow gauge
railways and was a founder member of The
Corris Railway, the first Narrow Gauge railway
in Mid-Wales that came into being in 1859. I
saw on the Internet that there used to be a 2 ft
narrow gauge railway which ran from Cliffe Hill
Quarry near Markfield, to Bardon Hill Station
and decided to take a look.

Another access point is located at the southern
boundary on Billa Barra Lane. A third access
point can be found on Stanton Lane. Vehicular
access is restricted to the south end corner of
the site where there is a car park on Billa Barra
Lane.
There is some track down on sleepers still,
only about 20 ft. but after over 60 years or so,
I was surprised to see it. I believe they took
most of the track up in the 1950’s and walking
on down the road to a sharp corner where the
track crossed the road there is more track
tarmaced into the road. The track bed from
there on is now a foot path, but there are still
signs of the rails and some sleepers in places
together with some ballast.

I did know there was an embankment over the
road from Billa Bara Hill car park so I started my
walk there, where the embankment ends and
the line crosses the road. Billa Barra Hill can be
reached off Junction 22 of the M1. The main
access point is at the western edge of the site at
Billa Barra Lane (opposite the Miners Welfare
Club).
13
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She hoped the ‘bus would be there to take them
all the way back to Whitwick, but it was not to
be and after about half an hour, they all walked
home which in those days was nothing, as most
people were used to walking up to 3 or 5 miles a
day to go to school or work. Most families did not
have a car at that time and it cost tuppence (less
than 1p in today’s money) on the bus. How times
have changed!

Continuing down the path for about 200 yards,
it widens out and at each end of this wide
section there are concrete blocks with a hole in
the top. These may have been signal posts for
the passing loop, but I am not certain. Walking
on I came to a road which the line must have
crossed, but could not really pick up the line till
it met the main line at Cliffe Hill sidings where
the granite was unloaded and made ready for
its onward journey via the Leicester to Burton
(LMS) line.

I also talked to an LIHS member about my walk
and he told me that Rev. Teddy Boston had
some of the track to build the Cadeby Light
Railway at his home some 10 miles away in
Cadeby.
These anecdotes you will not find on the
Internet, so the moral to my story is it’s good to
look up the basics of history on the internet, but
it’s much more fun and you get a better
understanding of history if you can talk to people
who were around at that time.

A few remains of the track exist - just.
Afterwards, I spoke with a lady from Whitwick
about my walk. As a 19 years old in 1948, she
remembered in the Spring of that year
travelling on Midland Red from the Forest Rock
pub in Whitwick to Stanton under Bardon and
riding on the wagons (!) ‘on a little train’ down
to the main line where there was a passenger
train waiting to take them back to Coalville.

Part of old signal post that was on the passing
loop.
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The Fall and Rise of the Cattle Arch Bridge
David Pearce
In the 1950’s, the once graceful sandstone Cattle Arch Bridge that not only supported the Swannington
Incline track, but also provided access between fields for local farmers, had been so severely damaged
by mine subsidence over the years that it was finally reduced to rubble by the National Coal Board.
The ruins of the Bridge, constructed in 1832, remained in situ until the early 1980’s.
A chance conversation about this sorry state of affairs with a friend of many years standing, Nev
Beedham, formerly of Cropston, unearthed several photographs that had been taken at the time of
the reconstruction of the bridge by Nev and his colleagues under the guidance of Denis Baker and the
Swannington Heritage Trust.

The challenge following the
destruction of the original
bridge on safety grounds by
the NCB

The team, with Nev Beedham
second from the right

A well earned cuppa as the
bridge begins to take shape
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Almost complete, with Nev’s trusty
JCB in the background. He once
parked it outside our house causing
much consternation amongst the
neighbours!

The completed bridge
awaiting the installation
of the railings.

In December 2014, Nev
Beedham made a nostalgic
visit to see the Bridge from his
home on the south coast - his
first visit to the site in almost
30 years

For more information on the bridge and the Swannington Incline, please go to
http://www.swannington-heritage.co.uk/
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Clutsom & Kemp Ltd. (Part 1)

In 1916 he left Wrights to look for a similar
business that might be more receptive to his
ideas, and it was at this point that his
association with Highfields Weaving began. His
progress in the Company was obviously rapid
as later that year, according to the share
transfer certificates, Charles Clutsom and
Josiah Kemp jointly owned 1552 of the
preference shares in Highfields Weaving which
duly became Clutsom & Kemp Ltd. on October
25�� 1916.

Steve Duckworth
At its peak in the 1950’s, Clutsom and Kemp
employed in the region of 1000 workers and was
the largest manufacturer of narrow fabrics in the
world. Based in Coalville, the business began
trading under the unregistered name of Jones,
Kemp, Wollerton and Co., and on the 20th of
July 1909 a new business, The Highfields
Weaving & Manufacturing Company Ltd. was
registered. The two shareholders were William
Frederick Jones and Josiah Kemp. Josiah Kemp
was a successful grocer with a shop on Belvoir
Road in Coalville. An astute businessman, he
had interest in several other areas besides the
provisions trade. There is, however, no evidence
that he had any experience of manufacturing
elastic webbing.
The following month, Jones, Kemp, Wollerton
and Co. was sold to Highfields Weaving, the
combined operations manufactured elasticated
webbing for the women’s underwear and
suspenders market.

The trade mark adopted by Clutsom & Kemp, a
flamingo, was apparently adopted following the
felling of a rotten tree on the opposite site of
the road to the factory. One of the chipping's
seemingly resembling a flamingo was given to
Charles Clutsom by the tree feller as a token of
good luck. Although not verifiable, this became
part of the local folklore surrounding the birth
of the new company.
Meanwhile, Charles Clutsom who was to become
the major force within Clutsom & Kemp, was at
Wright’s Weaving Mill in Quorn where his
inventive mind was busily exploring ways that
the manufacturing equipment could be
improved.

The type of goods manufactured before the
outbreak of WWI had been elasticated
webbing, but during the War production was
predominantly rigid webbing for military use.
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It was widely understood that if the shuttle could
be dispensed with, this would lead to
significantly faster machine speeds and less work
for the weaver - and a great saving of weft
wastage.

By the end of 1918, the manufacture of
elasticated webbing had recommenced.
Product quality, together with keen price, good
management and the adoption of new
technology ensured that the business
prospered. Factories were opened in Long
Eaton and Ibstock, both of which eventually
specialised in broad fabrics. In general, ‘narrow
fabric’ is fabric up to about 30 cm wide, and a
‘broad fabric’ is in excess of 30cm in width.

Charles Clutsom disposed of the shuttle and
replaced it with a pivoted arm( see below). This
had an eye at the end through which the weft
thread was passed. The arm then inserts the weft
through the opened warp threads. On the
opposite edge, a needle (actually a latched hook)
catches the weft and knits it into the fabric as
the warp threads close. Though not practicable
for broad fabrics, the Clutsom Loom proved
revolutionary in narrow fabrics manufacture.

By the 1930's Clutsom & Kemp was well on its
way to being the largest manufacturer of
narrow fabrics in the world, a position that it
would hold until the 1960's. This was a worthy
achievement in its own right, but especially for
Charles Clutsom. He was now in a position to
put into practice the revolutionary ideas that
he had been formulating during his years at
Wrights, especially in development of the first
practicable shuttleless loom.

A subsidiary of Clutsom and Kemp,
K.C.Engineering, was formed to produce the
machines that were soon in demand from every
part of the world. The idea, once patents had
lapsed, was taken up by every other
manufacturer of narrow fabric looms and this
has led to the virtual demise of the shuttled
narrow fabric loom.

The shuttleless loom was not a new idea, or
even the invention of Charles Clutsom. What
he did was to develop the idea to produce the
first efficient and reliable shuttleless loom.
‘Clutsom’s Loom’ was simple in construction,
durable for high-speed operation and could
weave a fabric of uniform structure at a high
speed without causing a breakage of the wefts
(the crosswise threads on a loom that are
passed over, and under, the warps, or the
lengthwise threads) yarn. This was too sound
the death knell for the shuttle in narrow fabric
manufacture.
Up to this time, weaving had taken place using
a shuttle containing a bobbin of weft which was
passed through the opened ‘shed’ of warp
threads. The weft was then butted up against
the previous weft thread by a reed, or ‘sley’.
The warp threads were then opened in a
different order and the shuttle then moved
through the shed again. The order that the
warp threads were opened determined the
pattern of the web.
The Patent Weaving Unit (right) was at the
heart of the Clutsom Loom and shows the
latched ‘needles’ or hooks
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Highfield Street meets Belvoir Road: The Clutsom & Kemp factory ca. 1935
The 1930’s and 1940’s saw a massive expansion
of Clutsom and Kemp and the small plot on
Highfield Street expanded until it met Belvoir
Road on the opposite side of the town. The site
covered some 8 acres with weaving sheds,
engineering workshops and a cluster of ancillary
buildings. The Company at its height employed
approximately 1000 workers, and was second
only to coal mining as a major employer in the
Coalville area.

On the weaving side, they were always eager to
adopt the latest business processes that
included a highly detailed planning system and
the laboratory testing of all products. They were
ahead of their time with their testing methods
and made much of this in their advertising.
The author has come across several examples
of Clutsom and Kemp’s advertising of the
weaving side of the business, but has not seen
one example of advertising for the Clutsom
Loom. Anecdotal evidence seems to suggest
that manufacture of the looms that always
seemed to outstrip supply, so perhaps Clutsom
and Kemp didn’t need to advertise this aspect
of their business.

After the Second World War, development of
the Clutsom Loom continued. The late 1950’s
and early 1960’s saw the end of production of
the original loom which was replaced by several
new, high speed, versions that still retained the
Clutsom principles. These looms had mixed
fortunes and eventually the production ceased..

to be continued

Taken in 1918, the
picture shows Charles
Clutson, on extreme left,
with a group of workers

Text and photographs courtesy
of Steve Duckworth & the
Coalville Heritage Society.
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Restoration of the SS Yavari

Travelling with the consignment were eight
British engineers who were to assist with the re
assembly of the ships.

Bill Pemberton
This is a story about a ship that was built in
England, transported to Lake Titicaca in Peru in
bits, re assembled, operated for over 100 years,
abandoned, and then restored due to
enthusiasm of an English woman.

Getting the parts of the ships to Arica turned out
to be the easy part since afterwards, virtually
anything that could go wrong, did go wrong!
The distance from Arica to Puno, the main
Peruvian town on Lake Titicaca is only about 200
miles but involves climbing to over 14000 ft.
mostly along mule tracks.
Initially things proceeded rather leisurely!
May 1863. Eight months after the parts
arrived in Arica, a Peruvian Naval
commander was sent to Arica to
coordinate
the
assembly
and
commissioning of boats.

Restored SS Yavari moored on the outskirts of
Puno on Lake Titicaca

June 1863. Discussions start on how to
transport 2766 pieces including iron
plates, steam boiler parts, crankshafts,
machinery, tools, timber and sacks of
rivets to Puno.

The story begins 1861 with Field Marshall
Ramon Castilla who was the President of Peru,
and who wanted to modernise the armed
forces. In the 1850's, he decided Peru needed
a gunboat to patrol Lake Titicaca whose
shoreline Peru shared with neighbouring
Bolivia, a country it had recently gone to war
with. Ramon had heard about iron single screw
ships being built in England and he sent an
Admiral to UK to investigate. Originally Peru
wanted a 300t one but this would be too big
to transport to Lake Titicaca.

Sept 1863. The first consignment goes by
train from Arica to Tacna, which is only 37
miles away by train, where Items are
unpacked and sorted into the order
required for reassembly. It is estimated it
would take six months to re-assemble the
first boat. Two mule trains of 100 mules
each are organised, each one capable of
carrying 13 tonnes, and it is estimated that
it would take 45 days to complete journey.

Instead, Peru decided to buy two 140t ships
from the James Watt foundry in Birmingham.
They sub-contracted construction of hulls to
the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding
Company in London, who also built Darwin’s
ship HMS Beagle and the first ironclad warship
HMSships
Warrior.
The
were assembled in Britain and then

However, it was also discovered at this
point that plans and inventories were
missing, and in the event, never found!
Oct 1863. The Peruvian Naval commander
and seven British engineers (one is left
behind in Tacna to coordinate despatch of
parts) travel to Puno, the main Peruvian
town on the shores of Lake Titicaca. Sadly
one of these engineers died on route.
When they finally arrived in Puno, they
discovered that nobody was expecting
them, and no provision has been for them
or for the ships’ assembly!

each part numbered and, where appropriate,
painted red or green to denote the port or
starboard side. They were then disassembled
into pieces for transportation by sea to Peru,
and then overland to Lake Titicaca.
The parts were put on to SS Mayola which left
Britain on June 28�� 1862, arriving at the
Peruvian port of Arica on October 15��, a
journey that crossed the Atlantic, went around
Cape Horn and then up the West coast of South
America.
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Mid 1864. Only 50 tons of material had
arrived, and only the light stuff – nails,
paint, rivets - and significantly, NOT the
keel. Porters in charge of the mules were
not used to high altitude, and some loads
were just too heavy for mules and so many
loads are just abandoned along route.
Outside events now intervened

However, the problems are not finally over
since no suitable coal for the ship’s boilers is
available and so llama droppings are used
instead! It takes 1400 sacks of droppings to
complete 287 mile circumnavigation of lake!
But remember, Peru had ordered two ships. In
April 1871 the keel of its sister ship SS Yapura is
laid, and was launched a year later.
In 1895, the length of SS Yavari was increased
by 50 ft. In 1914 the steam boilers on SS Yavari
are replaced by a Swedish Bolinder semi diesel
engine (currently the world’s oldest and
largest).

1864-66. Peru goes to war with its excolonial master, Spain. Transportation
stops and the guns intended for boats are
requisitioned by the Navy for use
elsewhere.

In 1972, SS Yavari was finally pensioned off and
was converted into a naval detention centre.

1867. An uprising by local Indians in the
area over taxation delays transportation
of material further.

In 1983, an English lady, Meriel Larken, (who
lived in Peru) thinks that the SS Yarvari was
constructed in shipyards founded by her great
grandfather Sir Alfred Yarrow. She was
mistaken, but nonetheless decides to try to
preserve and restore it as a local tourist
attraction. A charity is established and various
high profile people, including the Duke of
Edinburgh, gave their support.

1868. A severe earthquake strikes Arica
but not Tacna, where parts are stored.
However the effect of this delays the
transport of parts again.
1869. Yavari’s wooden tender capsizes in
Puno harbour and the local Prefect and
three of the British engineers drown. A
new supremo is appointed to co-ordinate
the transport of remaining parts.

The hull was found to be in good condition due
to the ship only ever sailing in fresh water at
high altitude. A Swede, and Bolinder
enthusiast, named Per Fosner devoted his
three week holiday to oversee the rebuilding
of the diesel engine.

1870. It is discovered that it will be
necessary to dredge a channel to get the
boats out of Puno harbour since it is too
shallow for their draught. It is also realized
that many parts are either still missing,
have been damaged on route or just
unsuitable. Not having the plans or an
inventory does not help! Ship builders
John Saunders and William Pemberton (no
known relation to the author!), probably
from a Peruvian shipyard near Lima, are
contracted to finish the job.
Finally, on Christmas day 1870, the first ship, SS
Yavari was launched, over seven years since it
arrived, piecemeal, in Peru. By now Bolivia and
Peru have patched up their differences and are
friends again and so there is no longer a need for
the warship. Instead it is used as a ferry boat to
circumnavigate the lake.

The Swedish Bolinder diesel engine. This was
restored by a Swedish enthusiast who spent his
holidays in Puno restoring the engine
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In 1999 the SS Yavari finally sailed again. Work
continued on the restoration and it became a
tourist attraction with a view to using it to take
tourists on trips on Lake Titicaca although as of
writing, it is still a static attraction
Post script: It would be interesting to know
more about the fate of the remaining British
Engineers. Did they stay in Peru, or return to
Britain? In either case they must have some
fascinating tales to tell, but I’ve not been able
to come across anything. The Yavari website,
yavari.org, lists the names of the engineers and
appeals for any decedents to contact them. It
is believed that the SS Yapura was scrapped
sometime in the 1980's.

The wheel house of SS Yavari showing the high
standard of workmanship involved in the
restoration

A fine view of Puno Harbour on Lake Titicaca. Puno is the main port on the Peruvian side the lake and
was the starting point for journeys across the lake to Bolivia
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A Walk Down Memory Lane
One girl we lads tried to avoid for reasons I
won't go into was your line dancing partner for
the whole hour, and last out of the classroom
was lumbered. Talk about a rush for the door I was usually last out.
My last school before leaving Leicester was
Fosse Road Secondary Modern. My brother
went onto Wyggeston Grammar School (clever
clogs). I was doing OK at Fosse Road School until
one day at the Vestry Street baths where we
went for swimming lessons, through no fault of
my own, I was held under the water by two or
three of my so called class mates. I managed to
get free, but while coming up and screaming
for air, I was promptly hauled out by a teacher
and told to get dressed and go home. I was
banned from swimming for rest of that term
My first encounter with Railways was the
Glenfield Tunnel. Goods Trains still ran on this
line although not very often as it was being run
down. My brother decided we ought to explore
the tunnel to see where it came out. We set off
from the Glenfield end and we could just about
see a white dot at the other end. We got about
¾ way through when we heard the sound of a
train coming , so we ran as fast as we could to
the end and got out about two minutes before
this freight train came rumbling out of the
tunnel heading towards Leicester. Having
managed to climb up the embankment onto the
Groby Road, we walked home looking like the
black and white minstrels without their banjos.
Our mother was not pleased to say the least.
An old friend of mine Frank Mustan who used
to do a paper round, lived at the Lodge House
which was at the entrance to the ‘frith. He
would pick me up on his bike at our house and
give me a ‘croggy' down to Glenfield to pick up
the papers at Thomas’s - I think that was the
name of newsagents in Station Road. He would
deliver one side of the road, and I would deliver
the other side so as we could get finished a lot
sooner. A croggy back up the Groby Road for a
couple of hours of football or cricket depending
on the season and daylight hours. At weekends
we went off to Anstey, Groby Pool, Ratby and
of course, Glenfield.

Eric Cleaver
Dear LIHS Members,

David Lyne has twisted my arm to make a
contribution to your Newsletter as to my short
life living in Leicester. I was born in the General
Hospital on the Gwendolen Road on the at 8��
May 1939 at ten past nine at night ....... so I am
told. My mother was there to witness this
event. We lived on the Groby Road in one of
the three semi-detached houses belonging to
the Glenfrith Hospital. My father worked at the
hospital as a Superintendent looking after the
patients who were housed in C Block for low
risk patients and S Block for high risk. To me,
the C Block patients seemed quite normal and
were allowed to play football and cricket
depending on the season, and they made up
the numbers in the team. My father played
football, cricket, tennis and snooker. I don’t
know how he found the time to work, he never
worked weekends as I can remember, so it
must have been a dream job compared to the
present day. The hospital had a picture show
every Wednesday, my brother and l would go
up to the ‘frith and watch the latest films that
were also showing in the city. We could watch
for free and we often helped the projectionist
lay out the cables and put things away.
My school days are a bit blurred but I
remember starting my schooling in Glenfield
somewhere by the Square ........ all gone now
of course. My next school was Alderman
Richard Hallam. We used to walk down Groby
Road and cut down Brading Road to get there.
If you happened to time it wrong, you ended
up helping to push the Headmaster’s car up a
very steep hill to the playground and school
buildings. My wife actually drove me up to the
school playground a few years ago, children
were doing PT at 4.30pm .... crikey!
I actually appeared in a play- Ali Baba and the
40 Thieves. When I say appeared, this is not
quite true. I was the rear end of a donkey
covered in sackcloth so I was never seen! This
was the start and end of my acting career. One
lesson no-one cared for was country dancing.
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On Saturday mornings I would arrive early in
town and walk up Church Gate to Cheapside, and
the Walkers Pie Shop. Next up was Holmes’ Café,
situated under the Corn Exchange for a mug of
Horlicks made with milk. This was followed by a
walk through Victoria Parade to Marks &
Spencer, and then into Lewis’s across a passage
way. We always finished up going down Church
Gate into The Fish and Quart for a couple of
Mackesons and a Vimto for me. Home was from
St Margaret's Bus Station, stand No. 8 at 12 noon
for the 634 Hilton & Dawson.

Some Saturday mornings I would go shopping
with the lady next door known as 'The Mrs’ We
had to be out by 7am to catch the bus into
Leicester, usually a Hilton & Dawson. It was a
pretty good service along the Groby Road. I can
also remember, Browns Blue, Astill and Jordon,
Prestwells Midland Red. What a service - on
the way home they would drop you off where
you lived, or a side road leading off the main
road where, I think, bus stops were for picking
up only.

An H & D at St. Margaret's in June 1959
I remember the Granite Lorries from Groby
staggering up the hill from Glenfield Turn and
calling at our house for water for their
radiators. I must tell you a story which involved
Charlie the conductor on The Hilton & Dawson
Service. The Matron from the ‘frith was
travelling back from Leicester and on nearing
the ‘frith stop, Charlie called out ‘home of rest!’
On hearing this the Matron retorted ‘it is
anything but a rest home - I am the Matron and
you will be hearing from me in due course'
Whatever took place, Charlie kept his job.

An A & J on Leicester Road, Glenfield 1958
Another treat from the market for me was an
Eric's Ice Cream. They had an outlet on the end
of several stalls near Walkers. At the other end
was Rossa’s lce Cream Stall (or something like
that). Known as 'Oakies' to the locals, I always
got an extra dollop of ice cream from Eric’s for
having the same name! When I come to
Leicester, I am always asked by my friends and
neighbours to bring them back a pie and usually
end up by bringing a number back with me.
Nevertheless I have been doing it for 30 years or
more and after all, they are the best. What is
better still, they are MADE IN LEICESTER!

Does anyone remember The British Home
Stores? Just inside on the right hand side was a
very large weighing machine with a man in a
white coat calling out 'correct weight ladies, one
penny only'. Down Church Gate,towards the
bus station, two cloth capped men selling the
local newspapers, Leicester Mercury and
Leicester Evening Mail and calling out 'Extra and
Final' always sounded to me like 'Next door and
Fed Up' to me!

All the best,
Eric Cleaver

Ps the only LIHS Member living in Essex and a
regular Glenfield Tunnel visitor!
Photographs courtesy of Derek Bailey and
coloured by Paul Banbury
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to see, certainly fulfils those aims. The eight
contributors come from a range of backgrounds
including academic, financial and transport
management and all have extensive experience
of researching and writing about transport
history, especially railway history.
In
accordance with his wishes, they have produced
between them something that goes far beyond
a narrow railway history. In looking at the many
changes which railways brought, we are
presented with a much wider context which is
both interesting and thought provoking.

How Railways Changed Britain; A new Social
and Economic History
Edited by David St John Thomas
Published by Railway and Canal Historical
Society, 2015. Hard back.
232 pages, 24 b&w illustrations, 21 colour
plates, 3 maps.
ISBN 0901461636
When the late David St John Thomas first
conceived of this book, he said that he wanted
it to be “about changes the railways affected
rather than just plain railway history.” He said
that it was NOT to be “an erudite academic
work, but a distillation of what many
contributors will long have absorbed into their
memory without necessarily recalling when. The
emphasis should be on helping a broad audience
understand what it is all about.”
The final product, which sadly he did not live
25

David sets the tone by writing the introduction,
painting a vivid picture of the dramatic changes
that the coming of railways brought. This is
followed by Peter King looking at early railways,
and Malcolm Reed who acknowledges the
important role the railways played in Britain’s
economic growth but points out that they
developed at a time when profound industrial,
social and political change was already
underway.
Andrew Jones discusses the way in which
railways helped to develop and expand the
realm of finance and the operation of the stock
exchange, which, in return, enabled railways to
expand across Britain and much of the world.
Philip Scowcroft describes the early importance
of excursions to railway companies and the
influence of railway travel on sport and culture.
What an image is conjured up by his description
of the “monster trains” carrying nearly 2,000
excursionists in 46 carriages! Railways, he says,
influenced almost every aspect of the leisure
industry and may be described as having
brought about the “leisure revolution”.
Tony Kirby examines the way in which railways
shaped towns in the 19�� century and enabled
middle-class passengers to catch a first-hand
glimpse of slums as their trains trundled into city
centres, perhaps, he suggests, helping to drive
social reform.
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Social change is also to the fore in Andy
Brown’s chapter on Railway Regulation, with
Gladstone’s policies forcing railways to better
cater for the less wealthy. Ever increasing
government intervention, its purpose, effect
and eventual drive to nationalisation is also
examined.

5 million (or thereabouts)
bricks. A final cost of
£17,000. 400 passengers
set to experience the first
journey through the……

Andrew Jones looks at the railways as
employers showing that, although employees
in the early days were expected to work long
hours with minimal breaks, railway companies
were in many ways model employers
providing many previously unheard of benefits
such as annual holidays without loss of pay.
Gordon Biddle describes the impact of railway
structures on the countryside and also the
great benefits to the rural economy, especially
the milk trade, farming, the grain trade, and
the extractive industries. Finally, David
Hodgkins looks at railways as business
enterprises and describes the way in which
they influenced management systems when,
because of their huge size, it became
necessary to divorce ownership from
operation. He also notes the influence on such
professions as accounting, surveying and the
law.
This is an excellent and very readable book
whose contributors have a wide and deep
knowledge of their subject. It will appeal to
all who have an interest in British social and
economic history in the 19�� and 20�� centuries
and not just to railway historians.

Another exciting addition to the family of
publications relating to The Leicester to
Swannington Railway by Paul Banbury.
Published in August 2015, it includes a number
of b/w and colour photographs tracing the
development of the Tunnel from its
conception to completion in 1832 and an OS
Map from 1928 showing the route of the
Tunnel complete with the 13 Air Shafts. The
‘Story of the most historic hole in the ground
‘complements both the ‘Nutshell’ and the
Compendium Update CD is available from the
usual LIHS sources at £5.00 a copy + p&p

The book costs £25 and is available direct
from the Railway and Canal Historical
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Winter Programme 2015/16

Venue (Unless otherwise stated): From October to April, LIHS meetings are held at St.
Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's Avenue, Braunstone Lane, LE3 3FT generally on the
third Tuesday of the month. Refreshments are served from 7.00 pm with talks beginning
at 7.30 pm. Please check Winter Programme page at www.lihs.org.uk for any late changes.
2015
October 20th

Mike Beech - The Foxton Story Update

November 17th

Bill Pemberton - South American Railways

December 15th

Party Evening & Members Contributions

2016
January 19th

Alain Foote - History of GEC (BTH, English Electric) in Leicestershire

February 16th

Paul Neale - The Tubes of Desford story

March 15th

Bob Massey - Smashing the Frames: Luddites in Nottinghamshire

April 19th

Annual General Meeting

LIHS Excavation of Califat Colliery. The monthly meet at the Califat excavation site
continues on the 2nd Tuesday in the month. We are homing in on the site of boilers
and there is a lot of spoil l to be shifted! All help appreciated.
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