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A View from the Chair, Spring 2016
Chris Hossack

A proud moment for our Vice President,
Professor Marilyn Palmer, the first Professor of
Industrial Archaeology, receiving the MBE from
HRH Prince Charles. Following the award, Marilyn
emailed the LIHS Committee as follows:
“You might be interested in the attached, which
was sent in a Twitter feed from the Buckingham
Palace press office and sent on to me. The
caption said: Well done Professor Marilyn Palmer
MBE, Britain’s first Professor of Industrial
Archaeology!
“Given that members of LIHS played such an
important role in my early days as an industrial
archaeologist, I really would like to thank all of
them for the help they gave me!”
March 4�� saw the unveiling by John Bercow of
Leicester’s World Tree sculpture, including
bronze light bulbs on the old GE-Thorn Lighting
site, celebrating industrial Leicester as well as
diversity of cultures attended by Keith Vaz and
Sir Peter Soulsby.
3

This was preceded in the morning by the
celebration in Evington Village with Keith and
Sir Peter, of the erection of banners on lamp
posts and three Heritage boards guiding visitors
to notable buildings and landmarks and
including a profile of John Faire, village
benefactor, and with his brother Samuel, elastic
web manufacturers in the city. We are very
grateful to Sally Coleman for the boards as well
as for the ones which will shortly be going up at
Glenfield Tunnel, opening up of which will be a
major part of our summer programme in July
and September. New volunteers always
welcome.
With the bulldozing of Snibston, the City is
likely to gain as plans are unveiled for
extensions at Abbey Pumping Station as well
as 1.5 million spend at Jewry Wall museum
with the added potential of Vaughan College
to say nothing of Great Central Railway
developments at Leicester North. With Marilyn
Palmer and David Lyne, I attended the unveiling
of a green plaque at Ravenstone on the house
in which Robert Stephenson once lived while
developing the Leicester and Swannington
railway and the coal mines associated with it.
We made sure that those attending this event
were aware of the bitter disappointment felt
at the closure of Snibston.
EMIAC 89, a joint event with the Swannington
Heritage Trust was a great success, and our
continued collaboration with SHT at the dig
site continues to exercise both muscle and
brain! See pages 5 and 12 for more on both
of these topics.
Monthly meetings over the winter months
have been well attended and membership
continues to grow. New publications in the
form of Bulletin 21, ‘That Fine Bunch of Boys at
the Mill!’, written by John Briggs and edited by
David Pearce has just been published, quite a
marathon, and Bill Pemberton is producing a
fascinating photo book on what can still be
seen of the Leicester and Swannington Railway
today.
Have a great summer.
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The County Council giveth, and……?

Readers of IA News may remember the
wonderful cover on IA News 157, Summer
2011, showing the Snibston Colliery
headstocks illuminated as part of Transform,
a visual arts project.

Marilyn Palmer
On December 9th, 2015, a Green Plaque
commemorating George Stephenson’s tenure
of Alton Grange, Ravenstone, Leicestershire,
was unveiled by a former Chairman of
Leicestershire County Council. The house is
now occupied by Chris Pratt and his family,
who nominated the house for this award.
George lived in this house from 1832-8 while
building, with his son Robert, the LeicesterSwannington Railway and working mines in the
vicinity. The unveiling ceremony was attended
by representatives of several organisations,
including members of the Stephenson
Locomotive Society and the Society of
Mechanical Engineers.
Leicestershire Industrial History Society has
done a great deal of research on the history
and archaeology of this railway and has worked
hard to ensure public access to Glenfield
Tunnel. Opened in 1832, it was one of the first
railway tunnels to be used by steam
locomotives. The tunnel was closed in the
1960s but tours inside are now conducted by
volunteers from the Society at regular intervals
and have proved very popular.
The Stephensons saw how successful William
Stenson’s coal mine at Long Lane (Whitwick
Colliery) had been, and decided that the area
had potential. George and his partners sank
Snibston No.1 pit near Stenson’s mine in 1831,
followed by Snibston No. 2 mine two years
later. Despite achieving record-breaking
output in the 20th century, Snibston Colliery
was closed in December 1983. The site was
redeveloped as a museum and discovery park
and opened to the public in 1992. It proved
very popular with the public, particularly
children who were able to understand the
scale of past industry as the museum was able
to display large artefacts such as locomotives,
mining equipment and so on. The colliery
buildings were scheduled in 1999 and
Snibston colliery was judged to be one of
four sites in England which best
represented the coal mining industry since
the 1890’s.

Members of the committee of Leicestershire
Industrial History Society at the unveiling. L-R
Chris Hossack (Chairman), Marilyn Palmer (Vice
President, also representing AIA), David Lyne
(Secretary)
Despite this, and in the face of massive protests,
the County Council voted (by a very small
majority) to close the museum in 2015 and the
area is to be developed as housing. The future
of the mine buildings themselves is uncertain.
So, despite our gratitude to Chris Pratt for
nominating Alton Grange for the Green Plaque,
it does seem ironic that the County Council can
close a major museum yet celebrate the
engineer commemorated in that museum less
than six months later.
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Update on the Swannington Dig Site

Notes from the Treasurer

Chris Hossack

Bill Pemberton

Following a request by Bis Bisgrove, Chairman of
Swannington Heritage Trust, to LIHS as to our
plans for the coming years on the Swannington
Gorse Field Site, I have received to date:

I’ve now been in post for six months and
thought it worthwhile to update you on the
state of the Society finances. Firstly, I must pay
tribute to Jon Goodall, the previous Treasurer
for his hard and diligent work looking after the
finances. Jon’s sudden death meant there was
no smooth transfer between us and so I had to
start from scratch. I did, however, receive
considerable help from other Committee
members, especially David Lyne who “held the
fort (or cheque book!)” until I took over.

1. A detailed paper from Paul Siddals as to our
future priorities as he sees them,
2. A paper from David Lyne concentrating on the
1720 Haystack Boiler and its urgent need for
preservation, as well as a need for confirmation
of ownership, together with proper display of
such a valuable historical object,
3. A paper from Denis Baker and his deep seated
concerns that we progress very carefully and
methodically in all that we do on site.
Late last year, we concentrated on protecting
the tunnel near the pond with a membrane and
soil cover from the excavation work at the
winding/fan pit to avoid damage to the exposed
tunnel work and to prevent frost damage. Paul
started to underpin the brickwork attached to
the engine house wall with blocks and cement
to replace the rotted timberwork.
Trackways through the wood have now been
marked out to prevent new saplings being
planted on them. The area around Alabama was
cleared before EMIAC 89, but this area needs to
be maintained and marked out in the same way
so that when Califat has been completed a
return to expose the original excavation can
then be interpreted.
There are some easy tasks to achieve such as
moving the memorial plates from Alabama to
Califat, and Dick Thomson’s memorial seat to the
same area.
My view is that wherever possible we want to
expose and interpret as much as we are able, so
that visitors to the site may not only enjoy
delightful flora and fauna but also understand
the work which was conducted there. This
includes the Victorian Coal Mines, the Bell Pits
and the Hough Mill all of which constitute a
unique site in this part of Leicestershire.
5

I will be presenting the annual financial report
at the AGM in April but I can give a brief
summary of the year so far. The society is in
good financial health. During the year LIHS’s
largest sources of income have been donations
from open days at Glenfield tunnel, the sale of
its publications (a large proportion of which
were made at the Tunnel) and membership
fees. On the costs the largest was producing our
publications for sale, and we must thank Paul
Banbury for doing this work. We also bought
equipment such as a trolley, emergency
stretcher, and oxygen meter for use at the
Tunnel. These were one-offs and we will be able
to use them in future years. The rest of our
expenses are related to cost associated with
running the society such as printing and
distributing the newsletters, and the costs
associated with our winter program (eg hire of
hall, speaker fees) The cost of running EMIAC
89 on LIHS is neutral since EMIACs are funded
by a separate fund.
At the AGM I will make two changes to the way
the accounts are presented. First I have recast
Jon’s 2014/15 accounts since I feel that they did
not give a true picture of the surplus LIHS made
in that year. Secondly, we will split the Society’s
funds into two called the LIHS Fund and the
Neaverson Fund. When Peter Neaverson made
his generous donation the LIHS, the money
simply went into the Society’s general fund, but
from this year, we will show expenses made by
LIHS that are consistent with Peter Neaverson’s
vision of promoting the understanding of
Industrial Archaeology to a wider audience.
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Bateman’s
Wendy Freer
In the Spring 2015 newsletter, I wrote about
the return of Cragside to home-generated
hydro-electricity with the installation of the
reverse Archimedes screw. Bateman’s, once
the home of Rudyard Kipling, is another
example of a house where electricity was
installed at an early date, so when the chance
came to visit it last year I was keen to find out
what could be seen of the generating
equipment.
Bateman’s is an attractive and interesting
property with beautiful gardens, well worth a
visit, but on first arrival I thought the turbine
generator had been consigned to the
scrapheap as there was no mention of it in the
information leaflet, on the visitors’ map, or on
the signs. Eventually we did find it, next to the
17�� century restored water mill which now
takes pride of place. Much is made of the mill,
and there is a heart-felt plea for donations in
order to raise the £150,000 needed to restore
it to working order. No mention is made,
however, of the turbine generator next door,
and I feel sure that most visitors wouldn’t
notice it, or even understand what it was. To
be fair, there is a small information panel
outside the cobwebby little generator house
next to the turbine but it is very inconspicuous.
I thought it was rather a shame that more
wasn’t being made of something which I would
have thought held a more important place in
the history of domestic power generation than
a 17�� century water mill (apologies to water
mill enthusiasts!). However, I have found an
article on the National Trust website which
states that the money raised to restore the
water mill will also be used to restore the
turbine so that it can be used to power the mill.
The article appears to have been written in
2011, so it remains to be seen whether this aim
will ever come to fruition.

The turbine installed in the original water
wheel well. This picture shows the smaller
water wheel installed when the mill was
renovated.

Interior of the generator house showing the
dynamo and some of the switchgear.
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Frears Biscuits

For those who are not familiar with the
installation at Bateman’s, here is what the
information panel says:

David Pearce
In June 1937, Members of the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers (I MEch E) came to
Leicester for their Summer Meeting. The
proceedings, published as Volume 136,
contained not only technical papers, but also
details of various companies in and around
Leicester and Leicestershire that the delegates
might have wanted to visit during their stay in
the City. Frears Biscuits in Woodgate, an
offshoot of Frears Bakeries, was one such
company highlighted as being worthy of such
a visit.
Frears Bakeries were a well-known family run
business of Leicester bakers, founded by John
Russell Frears. By 1924, the bakery, and the
baking related products business, had
blossomed to such an extent that the original
bakery business transitioned into two separate
business units - Frears and Blacks Ltd on Abbey
Lane (bread products) and Frears Biscuits for
the fast growing snacks market with Charles
Frears, grandson of the founder, as Chairman.
Frears Biscuits was perhaps best known for
their Morning Tea, Ginger Nuts, Custard
Creams and Teatime Assorted brands. In 1962
the company was bought by the American
owned Nabisco and traded under the name of
Nabisco Frears for a further 21 years in
Woodgate. The factory has since been
demolished and in its place now stands an Aldi
store.

“Kipling bought Bateman’s in 1902, and the
following year closed the mill, having no use for
it. He wanted to have electric lighting in the
house, so he took away the waterwheel, and
installed a water turbine and an electric
generator. The current was carried to the house
by a failed marine cable buried underground. The
outhouse, which is now the tea-room, was used
as a battery house with 55 lead-acid batteries
weighing about ½ ton. During the evening, the
batteries ran ten 60 watt light bulbs for about 4
hours.
“For the technically minded, the turbine was
designed by Gilbert Gilkes & Co. Ltd. of Kendal in
1903, and was installed by Christy Brothers and
Middleton of Chelmsford. It is served by a 14 in
(36 cm) diameter pipe from the mill-pond, giving
8ft (2.44 m) head of water. The ends of the two
outflow pipes are under water, giving a further
4½ in (36 cm) of suction. The turbine took 2,000
gallons (9,000 litres) of water per hour and
generated 4 horse-power at 280 rpm.
“The generator was provided by Crompton & Co.
of Manchester, and ran at 1000 rpm, producing
15 amps at 110 volts DC.
When the mill was renovated, it was not possible
to put in a new waterwheel the same size as the
one removed by Kipling, because the turbine was
in the way, so a dog-leg was put in the supply
pipe and a smaller waterwheel was installed.”

(Bateman's is a 17th-century house located in
Burwash, East Sussex and is a National Trust
property - Ed)

The former Frears Biscuits factory in
Woodgate, Leicester.
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‘The ovens are heated by gas, and all machines
are electrically driven, each by its own motor.
‘The whole factory is laid out so that the flow is
continuous from the store containing the flour
and other ingredients to the dispatch of the
finished goods on lorries’

The 1937 Imech E Frears Biscuits article is
reproduced below:
‘The production of biscuits in this modern
factory is carried out under conditions of
hygiene and efficiency. Automatic machinery
largely contributes to these conditions, and a
noteworthy feature is the installation in which
biscuits are cut from continuous sheets of
dough, passed on to a steel band, carried
through the oven, and arranged on edge after
baking in such a manner that the girl packers
can lift quantities at one time with the
minimum handling and the maximum speed.
On other installations the biscuits may be
moulded, cut off by means of a wire on being
extruded through shaped dies, or they may
issue from the machine in long ribbons to be
cut into suitable lengths before being baked on
a steel band.
‘Wrapping machines are in use to fix neat
waxed and coloured paper wrappings round
the packages of biscuits, and interesting
automatic machines select biscuits from a
hopper, place cream on them, place another
biscuit on top of each and complete the
delicacy known as a cream sandwich. For other
types of biscuits with a laminated texture, the
dough is rolled between rollers to a smooth
even surface before being placed in the biscuit
cutting machine.
J Russell Frears,
Chairman of
Frears Biscuits,
pictured in
1935

Caricatures of the Management
team at Frears Biscuits, ca. 1935

‘The coating of certain types of biscuits with
chocolate is done in a machine called a
chocolate enrober. Biscuits pass through this
machine to a continuous band cooler supplied
with cold air, and emerge ready for packing.
Mixing of dough takes place in powerful
machines, incorporating large mixing tubs.
8
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Foxton and its Waterways
Mike Beech - FITP
Mike is Museum Keeper and Company Secretary of the Foxton Inclined Plane Trust, and
kicked off our Winter Programme 2015/6 with
an illustrated talk on Foxton and its supporting
history. Foxton inclined Plane Trust (FIPT) holds
a substantial photograph archive and Mike has
been photographing canals for the last 50 years
or so and has been running the canal museum
itself for the past 30 years.
Foxton is at the centre of over 3,000 miles of
waterway and is unique in having a staircase
flight of 10 locks together with a Victorian boat
lift. FIPT is tasked with preserving the remains
and promoting the Inclined Plane Boat lift, but
funding to restore it to working order is unlikely
to happen in the current climate.
The talk concentrated on the locks and the
reason for building the lift, its construction and
eventual demise. As photography improved a
lot in the early part of the 1900's FITP have many
great pictures of the construction of the lift, its
use and demolition - a good selection of which
were included in Mike’s talk. The locks opened
in 1810 completing a link from the Trent to
London. The 10 locks transport boats 72 feet
between the old Leicestershire and
Northampton Union Canal and the original Grand
Union Canal (the modern GU started life as the
Grand Junction). With the arrival of the railway,
the canal companies of The Grand Junction and
the carriers, Fellowes Morton and Clayton (FMC)
wanted to stay competitive. FMC therefore
decided the way forward was bigger boats
carrying 50 tons, rather than the standard
narrow boat with only 20 tons on board – both
of course, horse drawn.
Gordon Cale Thomas was given the task of
building the lift, which he just happened to hold
a patent for! The lift opened in 1900 and worked
well for ten years or so, but the canal remained
narrow as the Locks at Watford gap were never
widened. In 1909 FMC wanted their new steam
power boats to work round the clock, and they
could undercut the railways and even provide
faster service for what we could term today as
9
second class parcels.

Gordon Cale Thomas sits in the wheel pit at
the bottom of the Incline during construction
This led to the locks being refurbished for night
use. By 1911, trade was falling and improved
rail, and even road transport, was taking its toll.
Other forms of power were also coming in, such
as electricity, reducing the need for coal
directly to the factories. So in 1911 when the
lift needed expensive repairs it was mothballed
to save money. Sadly, it never reopened and
was finally sold for scrap in 1928.
In 1980 FIPT was formed and by 1989 it had
rebuilt the boiler House as a museum. This was
a success and in 2015 it was refurbished using
a £200,000 Arts Council and the generosity of
local company Holovis International, the Canal
and River Trust and Harborough District
Council. The result is an ultra-modern museum
with lots of interactive displays telling the story
in ways which entertain the young visitors and
the older enthusiasts. One very popular feature
is the boiler game where coal is put in the boiler
to build up steam and operate the lift!
The name of the museum was changed in 2015
to The BoilerHouse at Foxton Locks and to find
out more, please visit their website at
fipt.org.uk
(An LIHS publication, available to purchase, is
a facsimile of The Thomas Lift, originally
published in 1901 to commemorate the
opening of the Lift. It contains a descriptive
text, supported by maps, drawings, diagrams
and photographs. Available through usual
channels – Ed)
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South American Railways - Chile

However, it is not a unified system since different
parts use different gauges! The line from Puerto
Montt to Santiago uses Broad Gauge at 5’ 6”, but
the line north of Santiago is a metric gauge so no
through running is possible. To complicate
matters further still, many of the branch lines also
use different gauge to the main trunk line. The
main line north of Santiago is now hardly used,
but quite a few private lines from, for example,
the mines in the Andes to the coast, still operate.

Bill Pemberton
In November 2015, our Treasurer Bill
Pemberton gave another of his illustrated talks
on South American railways - this time looking
principally at Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. For
this Newsletter, Bill’s focus is Chile, a country
that borders the South Pacific Ocean to its
west, and Argentina predominantly to its east.
Chile is the long thin country on the west coast
of South America. It is almost 3000 miles in
length, but rarely more than 100 miles wide.
The lower third, from Puerto Montt
southwards, is predominately forest and
uninhabited. The middle third, between Puerto
Montt and Copiapó is where most Chileans live
and work, and it is the main agricultural region.
The top third, north of Copiapó to the border
with Peru, is the Atacama Desert. Few people
live here, but it is rich in minerals especially
copper and nitrates.
The first railway in Chile was built in 1850 to
transport copper and silver to the coast at
Copiapó. Next, in 1852, a start was made on
the line from Valparaiso, the main port in Chile,
to Santiago, but progress was slow. Although
only about 50 miles apart as crow flies, the rail
route through the mountains is about 100
miles. A colourful American with a chequered
business career called Henry Meggs was hired
to try to complete the line. He crops up a lot in
the history of South American railways, and
made his fortune by insisting on a bonus for
each month he saved on the completion of a
line against the contracted time. This line then
continued south, reaching Puerto Montt at the
start of the 20�� century. At the same time a
line north from Santiago to border with Peru
and Bolivia was also being constructed. The
resulting rail network is fairly simple. There is
a main spine that runs south to north, up a
central valley roughly half way between the
coast and the Argentine border. There are
several branches linked to this spine: to the
east and to the mines and other industries in
the Andes, plus one or two trans-Andean lines
(actual or planned), and to the west, to various
ports.

Baldwin Type 80 4-8-2 No. 820 prepares to
depart La Union station, Southern Chile hauling
a special train 200 km north to La Laja. This
locomotive was built in 1936. Chile wanted to
buy some more of these locomotives after the
Second World War, but by then Baldwin had
stopped building steam engines. Mitsubishi of
Japan bought the drawings for these engines
from Baldwin and continued to build this type of
locomotive into the 1950’s with Chile acquiring
a number of them.
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Baldwin No. 820 crosses the Rio Toltén. This line
runs up the Central valley of Chile, half way
between the coast and Border with Argentina.
The only significant physical obstacles are the
large number of wide, fast flowing rivers from
the Andes to the Pacific that need to be crossed
on long and high bridges.
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A Necessary Modification!
David Ramsey

The National Railway Museum Pablo Neruda is
located in Temuco, the capital of La Araucaria
Region. The Museum takes its name from the
Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda, who won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 1971. Pablo’s father was
born in Temuco and worked on the railways,
hence the connection. The museum is based in
the former round house and houses about 20
steam locomotives and other railway artefacts.

The works order for modifying the cabs of
locomotives so they could pass through the
Glenfield Tunnel. 78018 and 78019, now at
Loughborough, are from the same 2MT class.

Valparaiso is the main port of Chile and is built
on steep hills overlooking the bay. To help
residents get to their homes built on these hills,
a series of funicular railways (ascensores in
Spanish) were constructed. At one stage there
were over 25 of them in different parts of town,
but now less than 10 still operate. The remains
of most of the disused ones can, however, still
be seen This photograph shows two cars passing
on the Ascensor Artillería.
We will continues Bill’s travels in South
America in further Newsletters when he looks
at the railways in Argentina and Uruguay.

It obviously worked! Desford Junction train at
West End of the Glenfield, Tunnel February
1966.
78013, from the John Briggs collection
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EMIAC 89
Interest in this line has been heightened by the
LIHS opening of the Glenfield tunnel over the
past three years, and plans are underway to turn
this talk into a guide book to satisfy the interest
from tunnel visitors and the general public.

Chris Hossack

New Sights at Old Sites - Old
Railways, Coal Mining and Windmills

To round off the morning we were very pleased
to welcome two members of staff from English
Martyrs school in Leicester who guided their
students into making a film of the opening day
of the tunnel back in 1832. Steve Kaczmar, head
of history, and Sam White head of media,
explained how the film had been put together,
and the enthusiasm of the students from history,
media, English drama and textiles departments
to produce the final cut. All agreed on seeing the
film that it was most enterprising.
A very short business meeting was held, followed
by Bis and Bill Pemberton outlining
arrangements for the afternoon visits to the sites
which had been spoken about during the
morning. We then broke for lunch provided by
our good friends at the Robin Hood.

On Saturday October 10�� 2015, LIHS and The
Swannington Heritage Trust hosted East
Midlands Industrial Archaeology Conference
based in the Village Hall in Swannington Village.
The event was well attended and huge thanks
go to the many volunteers from both groups
who made the event the success that it was.
We were delighted to start the conference with
sincere congratulations to Professor Marilyn
Palmer on being awarded an MBE in the recent
honours list for all that she has achieved in the
world of Industrial Archaeology. This was led by
Denis Baker who has worked with Marilyn on a
number of different projects. Marilyn
responded accordingly.
Our first speaker of the day was David Ramsey
who stood in for Denis Baker who had not been
well recently, so using Denis’s notes as well as
adding some of his own, we were brought up
to date with the developments at Califat
excavation, a site which a number of both
groups excavate on the second Tuesday of each
month.

After lunch visits were made either on foot over
the fields or by car to Gorse Field guided by
members of the Swannington Trust to Hough Mill
where members after an explanatory talk either
climbed up to the top or watched a video. Other
sites visited included the Bell Pits and the two
excavations all of which produced some very
useful comments about the mine layout and
comparisons made to other sites around the
country. Optional extra visits included
Swannington Incline Plane and the Glenfield
Tunnel, both of which were well attended.

This was followed by Roger Bisgrove (Bis),
chair of Swannington Heritage Trust, who gave
us an insight into the technical work which had
gone into the construction and installation of
the break wheel and wallower at Hough Mill
which is on the same site, Gorse Field, as our
excavations.
After refreshments and a chance to visit the
various stalls from other societies, we were
very pleased to welcome back to the area Fred
Hartley, recently moved to Newark, who
shared the extensive research he has done on
the Coleorton Railway, illustrated with old
photographs of how it looked in the past.

The East Midlands Industrial Archaeology
Conference (EMIAC) holds Heritage Days every
six months which are open to anyone with an
interest in the subject. The first conference was
held in 1970 with the intent of enabling industrial
archaeologists in the East Midlands to meet in
different locations to consider topics of mutual
interest.

The final talk of the morning was a very well
illustrated guide to what can still be seen of the
Leicester Swannington Railway given by Bill
Pemberton.
12
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The next EMIAC ( EMIAC 90)will also be taking place quite near, based at the National Forest Waterside
Visitors Centre, Bath Lane, Moira, on Saturday 14�� May, organised by the Railway and Canal Society.
Speakers include our very own Dr Wendy Freer speaking about the Ashby Canal and Tramroads, and
Geoff Pursglove on the Ashby Canal, decline and restoration. The afternoon will be devoted to activities
including a walk along the canal and visiting Moira 19�� Century Blast Furnace, or a visit to Snarestone
Wharf to inspect the restoration work which has been carried out there. If you have not attended an
EMIAC ,I really do recommend this event to you. Should you wish to come along, all details can be
found on our website, lihs.org.uk
13
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The images are light painted, ie, a long camera exposure on a tripod
and the subject is 'painted' with a fast moving beam of light. This
method enables you to direct the light where it is wanted, without
burning out the foreground, which would be the case with flash.
Technical Details are:
Camera Canon A470 Compact
Shutter opening up to 15 seconds
Aperture f8 to f11

Since we opened the Tunnel in 2013, over 2000
visitors have taken the tour. As you would expect,
most of them came from Leicestershire, but in 2015
some came from as far afield as South Wales and
Essex. The person that travelled the furthest,
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Echoes of the Winter of 1894-95?

It’s now all thermal energy and turbine
generation which ensures our main industrial
concerns continue, along with a revitalised rail
and road structure.

Alan Brittan
On December 31�� 2015, the BBC weather
forecasters issued dire warnings about what
the weather in the early part of 2016 might
have in store for us. Stating that although
December had been unseasonably warm with
excessive temperatures recorded across the
country, several areas of the country were
experiencing severe flooding due to
exceptional rainfall, particularly towns and
villages in Cumbria, Lancashire and Yorkshire.
As a result, many people had been disrupted
over the Christmas period.

Any ideas about how Leicester coped with the
cold climate in 1895?
So as 2016 breaks, keep a check on either the
BBC, ITV …your IPad …or Mobile phone for an
updated weather forecast. You just never know.
(Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have
escaped any repeat of what happened 120 years
ago and are now basking in the warm glow of
early spring sunshine…..Ed)

The winter of 1894/5 had also begun mildly,
but changed rapidly in January 1895…...
It became freezing cold. The coldest
temperature recorded was -27c at Braemar.
By February deep snow accompanied by a
Siberian wind froze the whole country,
including stopping all traffic on the new
Manchester Ship Canal. Homes were cold,
industry stagnated as the canals and rivers
froze over. In London the River Thames was
blocked by ice floes causing great havoc in the
dockland area. At Oxford horse drawn vehicles
managed to cross the frozen river. Many
railways were blocked by snowdrifts, some 20
feet thick. Trains and passengers had to be dug
out including one train on the Welsh cross
country line Bala to Ffestiniog. It took several
days to release it.
The big freeze and intense cold caused a high
death rate from hypothermia, plus a period of
severe unemployment as industries shut down
from a continuing lack of coal, coke and general
supplies. Government funding was sparse.
Distress funds were opened in most towns and
cities where soup kitchens were established for
the desperate.
So be warned… Could it happen again?
Thankfully today… the country’s economic and
social conditions are totally different. Homes
are now warm and better insulated. Icicles no
longer form on bedroom windows, we no
longer depend on bits of black stones for heat.
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First Impressions

off the coach is worse for one's
petticoats are entangled, and the
inconvenience is so bad as you can't
i m a g i n e. W el l , a s I wa s s a y i n g , t h e
bustle, the tolling of the Railway Bell,
the sudden movement of sixty human
beings by an unseen power upwards like
a flock of geese in the air and onwards
by a horse at full gallop - the light and
shade of the tunnel through the Law [the
Dundee Law is an extinct volcano formed
around 400 million years ago, its 572-foot peak
is the city's most distinctive landmark - Ed]. by the by, it's rather dark about the
centre; however that depends upon who
one happens to be seated beside - the
promiscuous mixture of young lassies,
young ladies, and crones - dandies,
parsons, farmers, merchants, weavers
and ploughmen - the varied expression
of faces, some merry, some stupid, some
sad - the driver Sam lauding the merits
of his horse and cracking his whip and
his jokes. Dundee and its foul-mouthed
chimney stalks fading from our view flying through a mountainous region, the
atmosphere of which is cold as the Arctic
regions - the sudden bursting on us of the
warm rich Vale of Strathmore - all contributed
to my amusement. After passing through the
tunnel, a dandy waved his hand indicating his
intention to take a seat - in h is h a n d a
fishing rod and in his cheek a cigar. He
tript [sic] lightly to his seat and, though
s n u g himself, annoyed me with the
fumes of his tobacco. A labourer sat
behind him with a cutty pipe stuffed with
pig-tail. The smoke and smell was
almost insufferable and I was almost
chocked[sic].I would complain to Mr. Kinloch
but he is such an advocate for the liberty of the
subject that I have little hope by his means of
putting an end to the filthy practice. Little did
the dandy know that, but for the nasty
cigar, I could have admired him -

David Pearce
I came across the following in an information
pack published in 1981 to coincide with the 150��
anniversary year of opening of the Dundee and
Newtyle Railway. Originally published by The City
of Dundee District Council Museums and Art
Galleries (now the McManus, Dundee's Art
Gallery and Museum), there are some 20 items
of note that made up the commemorative pack.
The last Item, in particular, caught my eye: two
letters describing passenger experiences of what
was at the time, something completely alien to
the general populace. Although we have a
tremendous amount of information and
background detail on the Leicester to
Swannington, including a description of the
journey as recorded by a journalist for the
Leicester Chronicle (see Spring 2015 Newsletter,
page 12), I don’t believe that we have any actual
correspondence recording the experience from
members of the public. The two letters were
written at roughly the same time as the Leicester
to Swannington came into being, so one can
assume that the experiences and sentiments as
conveyed by ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Robert Somers’
would have been echoed by our own early,
intrepid, rail travellers.
The two letters are not attributed, but are
introduced in the following manner as to indicate
that they maybe indeed be genuine. The source
for both is described as ‘extracts as detailed’ and
are introduced as follows. ‘The first description
we have of a journey on the new railway was
written just a few months after the opening of
the railway, and indicates that it was rapidly
accepted as a convenient form of transport by
many people. The second extract implies all was
not easy for the railway traveller, however’
Dear Emily
You can't think how delighted I was last week
with the ride from Dundee to Newtyle in the
Railway Coach. The bustle at taking my
seat - by the by, neat ladders should be
furnished by which to ascend the coach
instead of compelling the ladies to
scramble up by long strides and coming

Your cousin Rebecca 28th of May 1832
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The second letter has more of a ‘disgusted of
Tunbridge Wells’ feel about it.

A little concert between the directors of
railways communicating with each other,
and a little more painstaking and
expense in advertising changes in the
hours of arrival and departure of trains,
would do away with many absurd
misarrangements, and prevent an
immense deal of disappointment to
passengers.

A Journey on the Railway 1846.
A Comical Railway
At Dundee, I took my seat on the
Newtyle Railroad, which is a curiosity
i n i t s w a y . L i k e the public roads some
two centuries ago, this railway is
remarkable for avoiding the hollows,
and climbing over the tops of the hills. The
trains are swung, by means of fixed engines,
from one height to another, in the most
playful fashion imaginable; and on
reaching the top of one o f t h e s e
ascents, where you expect to breathe
a little more freely, you are suddenly
jerked round a corner into a tunnel of
the tightest fit, the smoke and darkness
of which realise to the f l u r r i e d
imagination the fabled terrors of
Tartarus.
It
is
with
sincere
thankfulness you find yourself safely
landed at Newtyle, though here I was
d oom ed
to
m eet
wit h
a
disappointment. The guide-books - with
the publishers of which the railway
companies ought, for the sake of their
customers, to cherish the most friendly
intimacy - had led me to expect that
"passenger carriages run right through
between Cupar-Angus and Dundee
with all the trains." This, I believe, had
been the rule until a few days before,
when the directors resolved that
passengers should be carried no farther
than Newtyle; and, as if to make the
inconvenience greater, they send off
their afternoon train from Dundee
fifteen minutes exactly before the arrival
of the passengers who leave Edinburgh
at half-past ten, a.m., and who,
consequently, find it impossible to
catch t h e B l a i r g owr i e om n i b u s , wh i ch
l ea ves N ewt y l e a t fou r o' cl ock, p . m .
These
unexpected
arrangements
prevented
me
from
reaching
Blairgowrie on Wednesday night.

Robert Somers.

Friars Mill Update
David Lyne

Friars Mill , a disused mill complex on the banks
of the River Soar, is undergoing a £6.3m
redevelopment scheme to bring it back into use
as a base for local businesses. The former
Donisthorpe factory, badly damaged by fire in
2012, was one of Leicester's earliest and
following its redevelopment will begin a new
lease of life as a starter unit for small businesses.
It will also raise the bar for further restoration
projects in helping to preserve and protect our
industrial heritage for the benefit of future
generations
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History of the ‘GEC’ Works in Leicestershire
Alain Foote LIHS Winter Programme 2015/6 - (January)

GEC - ‘undisputed leader of of the British electrical industry’
From its origins as an electrical goods wholesaler
trading under the name of G. Binswanger and
Company, The General Electric Co. Ltd., or GEC,
was incorporated as a public limited company in
1900. For almost the next 100 years GEC evolved,
either through acquisition, merger, or a
combination of both, to become the undisputed
leader of the British electrical industry. During its
lifetime, it swallowed up major companies such
as Marconi, Associated Electrical Industries (AEI),
British Thomson- Houston (BTH) and English
Electric (EE) amongst others, and employed
upwards of 250,000 – many in Leicester and
Leicestershire. This was the essence of the
presentation given by Alain Foote at the January
meeting, one of a number of sessions organised
by LIHS for its members and guests throughout
the 2015/6 winter period.

Whilst it would be difficult to provide other
than a potted history of the presence of GEC in
Leicester and Leicestershire, suffice to say that
Alain managed to namecheck the factories in
Blackbird Road, Melton Road, New Parks,
Lutterworth and Whetsone, reviewing on the
way the backgrounds and histories of British
Thomson-Houston/AEI, English Electric and
GEC/GEC Alsthom/Alstom that contributed in
their particular way to proving employment at
these factory sites. Whilst again, it would be
difficult to discuss all of the electrical products
and equipments designed built and
manufactured by GEC over its long history, one
development still resonates today is probably
the one that most people can easily relate to.
It is of course, the jet engine and Frank Whittle.
Continued on Page 22
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S. Russell & Sons - The Grave Marker
David Pearce
Since the publication in 2014 of Bulletin 20, S.
Russell & Sons, it still attracts interest from far
and wide. A reference to the Russell connection
regarding shell production in WW I led to the
republication of The Leicester & District
Armaments Group of Engineering Employers
from 1919 under the LIHS banner - and a
complementary letter from Sir Peter Soulsby,
City Mayor, in recognition of our efforts in
highlighting Leicester’s contribution to the war
effort. This was followed up by an article that
came by way of the Leicestershire Historian,
and a piece by Shirley Aucott on the subject of
the employment of women during the First
World War. In it, she talks about Eleanor
Russell, daughter of Samuel Russell the son of
the founder of S. Russell & Sons., and her
involvement in munitions work. Unfortunately,
Eleanor Russell died of influenza that was all
pervasive across Europe in the aftermath of the
War, on February 19th 1919 at the age of 27.
Her brother, George, suffered severe shrapnel
wounds at the Battle of the Somme. He was
commissioned in 1915 and, whilst not
permanently incapacitated by his wounds, he
suffered various troubles associated with them
over a long period of years. I am sure that
many families of the period would have
suffered similarly, but an email crossed my
path recently which showed that Sam Russell’s
family had suffered the agony of child loss
many years previously. Let Terry Sheppard,
Chairman of the Rothley Heritage Trust take up
the story: “I discovered a cast celtic cross grave
marker loose in undergrowth in Rothley
Churchyard. After a little research I put an
article in the Family History Journal hoping for
a current family member to come forward”
The article, as published in the Family History
Journal is as follows: One other little story from
the Rothley Churchyard is truly poignant, as
well as being immensely sad. A recent working
party clearing scrub came across a loose cast
iron grave marker in the shape of a celtic cross.
On the circular part of the cross were cast
details of the two children who were buried
under it.
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The marker measures about two feet high, and
because it is no longer related to the location of
a grave, it has been removed for conservation
and safekeeping. It tells of the deaths of twin
boys Guy & Eric Russell on 9�� and 11�� August
1896, sons of Samuel and Fannie Russell.
The casting also shows their date of birth as
being 2ⁿ� June 1896, so they were just two
months old when they died. The death
certificates show the cause of death as infantile
diarrhea, while they were temporarily resident
at The Grange Farm, Rothley, the establishment
on West Cross Lane. Further research has shown
that the family head, Samuel (Sam) was an Iron
and Brass Founder in Leicester, with his house at
89 Hinckley Road.
The twins came as children number eight and
nine in the family. Fannie was to give birth to
yet one more child afterwards, Philip, in 1899.
Rothley residents may remember Pip Russell, the
Iron Founder who lived for a time at the Old Farm
House in North Street. One can only think of the
distress these deaths brought to parents Samuel
and Fannie, and the decision to have the children
interred at Rothley rather than after carriage
back to Leicester. It is clearly certain that rather
than commission a mason to provide a
headstone, bereaved father Sam would have
gone into his foundry and organised the casting
of this most unusual of grave markers.
The marker itself has been shot blasted and
coated black, and kept by against the day when
a decision can be made to mount it for display.
Attempts to find a Russell family member have
so far drawn blanks.
Following the publication of the article in 2009,
he had a response from the daughter of Philip
Russell. She says that she did not know that the
twins were buried at Rothley and that the only
information she was ever given was that there
were twin boys who died in infancy. As a former
foundrywoman, she was intrigued to learn that
her grandfather cast the gravemarker and can
imagine the skill and care of the patternmaker,
moulder and furnacemen that produced such a
20 memorial.
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Bulletin 21, Tubes of Desford
The letter closes with the statement that she was
pleased that the marker has been restored and
would be interested in hearing of any decision to
mount it for display.
The grave marker is currently stored in the Vestry
of Rothley Parish Church.
(My thanks to Terry Sheppard, Chairman of the
Rothley Heritage Trust for permission to use his
material in the preparation of this article – Ed)

David Pearce

At long last, we have finally published Bulletin
21 - The history of steel tube making at Desford.
The title, That Fine Bunch of Boys at the Mill!
pays homage to those who were involved
during the 65 year life span of the company:
the engineers and thought leaders that drove
the company to its success on the world stage.
But more importantly, the guys on the shop
floor that made it physically happen. Just watch
and listen to the DVD that LIHS produced in
2008 to see what I mean!
For the cover of the book I have chosen to
reproduce a painting , Tubes Factory, Desford’
by Mark Ferrow showing the first hot piercing
mill at Desford that was installed in 1952. The
three workers in the picture are Dave Corrall,
Cyril Storer and Joe Leskivicius. As well as
being a prolific local artist, Mark also
established the Personnel function at Desford
in 1944, eventually becoming Personnel
Director.

Cast Iron grave marker for Guy and
Eric Russell, sons of Sam and Fannie
Russell
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Continued from Page 19
BT-H had acquired the land and buildings of
the Ladywood Iron Works, in Lutterworth in
1933 where in 1936, Frank Whittle
approached BT-H and a new company called
Power Jets Ltd. was formed with BT-H as a
shareholder. The initial tests of the jet were
carried out on a site just outside the steam
turbine factory at Rugby, with the testing of
the engine under its own power beginning in
April 1937. Later that year, Whittle and his
team to move from Rugby to Lutterworth as
BT-H were concerned that the work was too
dangerous to be carried out at Rugby!

Air Commodore Sir Frank
Whittle OM KBE CB FRS FRAeS (1907-96) is
credited with single-handedly inventing
the turbojet engine

Testing of Whittle’s second engine design
commenced at Ladywood Works on 16�� April
1938 and continued until 6th May when the
engine was badly damaged by a blade failure.
The testing of Whittle’s third engine at the
Ladywood Works took place between October
1938 and February 1941. The story then moves
to Whetstone, where the Power Jets factory,
sanctioned by the Air Ministry in October 1941,
was located and the spring of the following
year, manufacture of engines had commenced.
The site was fully operational by 1943 with 20
engines per month being produced in 1944. In
the same year, Power Jets merged with the
R.A.E. Turbine Division and was nationalised to
become Power Jets (R&D) Ltd. In 1946, this
became the National Gas Turbine
Establishment.
Today, after many name changes, ITP Engines
now occupies the site of the old Power Jets
factory. ITP delivers high-technology products
and services in the aeronautical and industrial
engine market, continuing the Whittle legacy
as it freely acknowledges on its website: 70
years innovation heritage. ITP Engines UK Ltd,
member of the ITP Group since 2009, descends
directly from Power Jets Ltd, the company
founded and established in 1941 in Whetstone
(UK) site by Sir Frank Whittle, worldwide
recognized as the father of the Jet engine.

Additional information for this article courtesy
of Alain Foote and Wikipedia - Ed

Eur.Ing. Alain Foote B.Sc.,C.Eng., F.I.MechE.
Alain Foote joined GEC Turbine Generators, at
their Willan’s Works in Rugby, as a Student
Apprentice in January 1973. He is on the committee of the Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society as well as being a member of the
Newcomen Society. In his retirement he is helping with the cataloguing of the Willans and
Robinson archive in the Warwick County Record
Office. In addition, he is hoping to edit and publish the research carried out by the late Robert
Cox on Willans and Robinson.
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The Mountsorrel Granite Railway

Mountsorrel and on to the Midland Main
Line at Barrow-upon-Soar. The line fell out of
use in the 1950's , and with most of the route
now abandoned, the track was taken up during
the following decade.

Forwarded by Mark Sissons
Mark Sissons, an active member of LIHS until
he took retirement and went to live in
Yorkshire, forwarded the following suggesting
that it might be of interest to LIHS members.
He found it via Bygone Lines, a group of
railway enthusiasts that now number over 500
that, via a Yahoo community website, share
notes, history, photos and anything about
closed railways in the British Isles. Anything,
in fact, concerning bygone branch lines and
tramroads - particularly stations and
structures. Under the bygone lines umbrella,
members also record the tracing and walking
of old railway routes and tracks, maps and
personal recollections for the benefit of the
community. What caught Mark’s eye was a
reference to the former Mountsorrel Granite
Railway that once served the local quarries of
the Mountsorrel Granite Company, now
owned by Lafarge Aggregates. From the
1860’s onwards, there were eight and a half
miles of track that ran from the Great Central
Railway at Swithland Sidings, around the
quarries, over the Grand Union Canal at

The visit report,as forwarded by Mark, is as
follows:
“This afternoon we visited the Mountsorrel
Granite Railway's three bridges crossing Bond
Lane, Mountsorrel at SK576151. The branch
between Swithland Sidings on the Great Central & Mountsorrel Sidings on the Midland
Main Line crossed the northernmost bridge &
appears to have been the first one built showing on the 1888-1913 map, this bridge now
carries the conveyor belt from the quarry to
Mountsorrel Sidings which runs along the
former trackbed. The later 1937 map shows
two short twigs [very small branch lines(!) Ed] crossing bridges to the south of the original span-these later bridges have a 1919 dated stone on the south face. Nearby is a short
section of embankment ending in what I think
is a loading ramp at SK577151, interestingly
both maps show a differently aligned track
leading up to this feature”

The arch bridges and former loading ramp as pictured today, overlayed on
the 1913 OS Map of the area.
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Crossing the River, Fords and Ferries on the
Shropshire Severn,
By Neil Clarke
Published by the Railway and Canal Historical
Society, 2015.
ISBN 978 0901 461629
64 pages, 18 b&w illustrations, 6 colour
illustrations, 3 maps.
Although books have been published about
fords and ferries on other parts of the river,
this is the first one to look at such crossings
on the Shropshire section of the Severn.
The book is divided into three parts that
correspond to three sections of the Shropshire
Severn: the North Shropshire Plain; the
Ironbridge Gorge; and the more open valley
of the south east of the county.
In each section, every known ford and ferry is
described in great detail. For some there is
more evidence than others, but what makes
them more interesting is the history with
which each is associated. Crossings were
strategically and economically important and
were often places where important meetings,
battles and other historical events took place.
Sometimes it is the purpose of the crossing,
and the places which it linked that are
interesting. Others have buildings associated
with them that in turn have an interesting
history such as The Boat House Inn at Porthill
Ferry, which began as a plague house hospital
before becoming an inn in the 18�� century.
Interesting also, in this particular case, is that
although the ferry was replaced by a bridge in
1922, it made a brief reappearance in 2012
when the bridge was undergoing repairs. An
even more varied career was enjoyed by the
building served by the Quarry Ferry. It began
as a foundling hospital, later became a
workhouse and then became part of
Shrewsbury School.

Dangers and other incidents are also described,
some quite bizarre, such as the time fishermen’s
lines were accidentally laid across the sunken
ferry line. When the ferryman hoisted the latter
in the morning, a string of eels came up too,
hung out like a line of washing!
The narrow passage of Ironbridge Gorge would
have proved much more difficult to cross and
there were few attempts before the 16��
century. Place names here can be misleading as
shallows in the river were often referred to as
“fords” without meaning that it was a regular
crossing place.
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Ferries in the gorge are described in terms of
their origin, the regulations under which they
operated, type of vessel and reasons for closure.
One amusing account in this section concerns
one William Reynolds who, finding no ferryman
on duty to take him across, broke every window
in the ferryman’s house whilst shouting “Boat!
Boat! Ferry!”

The book is full of interest and makes a
fascinating read although it is not, by any
means, just about Sister Mary Ward or even just
about “Care on the Cut” in its widest sense.
There is a lot of space, probably well over half
the book, given to the social history of life on
the canals in the late 19�� and the 20�� centuries,
the history of the relationship between the
village of Stoke Bruerne and the Grand
Junction/Union Canal and the family history of
Sister Mary Ward and other Stoke Bruerne
Residents. Sister Mary, real name Ellen, makes
her first appearance, and then only briefly, in
Chapter 3 when we hear that she showed an
interest in nursing in her childhood. Details of
her early career appear from page 138 (Chapter
5) onwards but there are still many diversions
into other canal matters from there until the last
chapter of the book.

The third section of the book is concerned
mainly with ferries, as fords are fewer on the
lower part of the river. Several dramatic
accidents are described such as the runaway
ferry or the collision between a ferry and a
hydro-glider.
This book will be of particular interest to anyone
familiar with the Shropshire Severn or those
visiting it but the wealth of historical events and
associations attached to the various crossings
make it a good read for anyone. It is a very slim
volume but Neil has taken an impressive amount
of research in order to produce it, consulting a
wide range of original documents and
newspapers as well as other books.

Care on the Cut, “Every Boater Matters” Sister
Mary Ward BEM, by Dr Della Sadler-Moore,
Lorna York and Christopher M. Jones.
Published by Del-Lor-Chris Publishing Co, 2015.
302 pages, 136 Figures (which include
photographs) 40 Tables, 12 Appendices.
ISBN 978-0-9933780-0-3
£19.95 Available only from the Canal Museum
Shop, Stoke Bruerne and the Canal Shop, Audlem
Mill.
Mary Ward was born Ellen Amos and grew up
in Stoke Bruerne. From Chapter 2 onwards, we
learn much of the early life of her parents,
Thomas and Ellen Amos, and even her
grandparents. We also discover that her elder
sister, who died at an early age, was called
Mary. Whether this is why she adopted the
name of Mary, or where she received her nurse
training is not explained in the book and so is,
presumably, not known.

This is a huge book and the authors are to be
congratulated on the enormous amount of
research they have done, locating primary
sources in a wide variety of locations all over the
country. Some of the sources used have not
been seen by historians before, as they are in
private collections.
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time consuming to compile, but with modern
technology, particularly the index compiling tool
in Microsoft Word, this really isn’t a difficult task.
On the positive side, the work is meticulously
referenced with detailed citations and if you can
overlook the typos and punctuation errors,
(some of which made me want to scream,) it is
still a very interesting and readable book.

The book’s first mention of her medical career
describes her position as Nurse Ward, assistant
to Dr. Baird in Earls Barton, a village some 14
miles from the canal at Stoke Bruerne. By this
time she was married to Charles Ward. She and
her husband moved back to Stoke Bruerne in
1935 so that she could nurse her ailing father.
It was he who suggested that she should set
up a surgery to care for the boat people. She
not only worked tirelessly for 30 years, treating
their many ailments and injuries, she also won
the hearts of these very self-contained and
very “private” people.

It may appear expensive at £19.95, but selfpublished books have to take into account the
possibly small number of sales. Also, it is a
not-for-profit publication with any income over
costs going to a worthwhile cause, the Friends of
the Canal Museum at Stoke Bruerne. This is a
cause, of which, as the authors note themselves,
Sister Mary Ward would undoubtedly have
approved.

Her achievements latterly reached the ears of
the media and she was featured in numerous
press articles, on a radio broadcast in 1962,
and in an episode of “This is Your Life”. She
was awarded the British Empire Medal in 1951.
Her official retirement came in 1956, but she
continued to work and treat boat people
passing through Stoke Bruerne until 1962
when a heart condition forced her to sell her
cottage and move to London to live with her
daughter. She returned to Stoke Bruerne for
the opening of the Waterways Museum in
1963. Sadly, her daughter predeceased her in
1969 and she herself succumbed to heart
failure three years later.
Sister Mary Ward was a towering figure in the
annals of canal social history and she very
much deserves the tribute paid to her here by
the three authors. They have done a
magnificent job in collecting together and
analysing the huge and diverse collections of
material that reveal so much about her life and
achievements. I must, however, level two
criticisms of the work. Firstly, the authors have
published this book themselves – not a
problem in itself as it is beautifully produced
and printed – but they really should have
engaged the services of a proofreader and,
possibly, an editor. The book is littered with
typos and grammatical errors and there are
howling punctuation errors on nearly every
line. The book also lacks an index, which, in a
book as large as this, and so full of information,
I consider is really essential. I know that,
historically, indexes have been tricky and

Coming in the Autumn 2016 Newsletter,
reviews of a new history of the Trent and
Mersey Canal, and the memoirs of Jack
Roberts, a lifelong canal boatman.
Not to be missed!
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Tuesday April 19�� 2016

LIHS AGM

Saturday April 29�� & Sunday 30��
2016
Saturday May 14�� 2016

Ibstock Local History Society Open
Days†
EMIAC 90 at Moira, * & see page 13

Saturday May 28�� 2016

LCS Heritage Fair, Bishop Street **

Sunday July 10�� 2016
Saturday July 16�� 2016

CBA Festival Launch Day, Jewry Wall
Museum
CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Sunday July 17�� 2016

CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Saturday July 23�� 2016

CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Sunday July 24�� 2016

CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Sunday July 17��,24�� & 31�� 2016
Saturday July 30�� 2016

CBA LIHS Califat Dig Site Open Days
2pm - 4.30pm, Swannington
CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Sunday July 31�� 2016

CBA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Thursday September 8�� 2016

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Friday September 9�� 2016

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Saturday September 10�� 2016

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Sunday September 11�� 2016

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day ***

Tuesday October 18�� 2016

LIHS TALK

Tuesday November 15�� 2016

LIHS TALK

Tuesday December 20�� 2016

LIHS Members Evening

† Contact Ian Vickers on 07530 441346, or at ibstocklives@yahoo.co.uk for more details
*EAST MIDLANDS INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE (see also lihs.org.uk for details)
** LEICESTER CIVIC SOCIETY (www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk)
*** For COUNCIL OF BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY & HERITAGE OPEN DAY TOURS of the GLENFIELD
TUNNEL, bookings only accepted via lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com or by calling Chris Hossack
directly on 0116 2415153 stating preferred date, time and names in party.
All places for Tunnel Tours must be booked in advance.
From October to April, LIHS meet at St. Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's Avenue,
Braunstone Lane, LE3 3FT generally on the third Tuesday of the month. Refreshments
from 7.00pm with lectures commencing at 7.30pm. Please check Winter Programme page
at www.lihs.org.uk for any late changes. And finally, don’t forget the Swannington dig
on the 2ⁿ� Tuesday of every month - come rain or shine!
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