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A View from the Chair

EMIAC 94 is on Saturday May 19�� at Long
Eaton, and concentrates on the generation of
electricity from coal in the Trent Valley. More
details and a booking form can be found at
www.derbyshireas.org.uk

Chris Hossack
Welcome to our latest newsletter packed with
articles on many different aspects of Industrial
Archaeology. It is very encouraging to see a
number of new contributors and also to have
updates about ongoing heritage work including
the Lifting Bridge and the Califat Coal Mine at
Swannington.

Planning for EMIAC 95 at Market Harborough
on Saturday October 6�� is currently underway,
with a working title of Keeping One in
Suspenders. I am sure a more worthy title will
soon be forthcoming once the planning firms
up! Further details will follow as the year
progresses.

It was very disappointing to hear of the Heritage
Lottery turning their back on the plans for the
Great Central Railway museum at Leicester
North. A great deal of work had already been put
in on this project but I am sure new funding will
be found and that although delayed, this exciting
venture will be built.

Finally, we have had some excellent talks over
the winter, and now turn our attention to trips
into the Glenfield Tunnel again, a very popular
activity during the Archaeology Festival in July
as well as during the Heritage Days in
September. Bookings details and dates can be
found on Page 27. Incidentally, guided tours of
the Victorian Coalmine site at Swannington will
also be available again during these same
festival times, see the Swannington Heritage
Trust website for more details.

The plans for the reuse of Leicester station on
Great Central Street alongside the new hotel
complex forming Great Central Square will
however breathe new life into this part of
Leicester, highlighting a restored frontage and
reinvigorating this area which includes the site
of the former Stibbe factory.
Foxton Locks have been much in the news
recently with the opportunity to go down into
the drained areas as new gates are fitted to five
of the locks.
It was good to see Loughborough inventor
William Cotton - who changed the way knitted
fabrics were produced, honoured with a green
plaque on his former house in Factory Street
recently. He was a hosiery manufacturer, who
developed a powered knitting machine called
the ‘Cottons Patent.’ Variations of this machine
were used by all the major textile factories
including John Smedley, Pringle, Lyle & Scott and
Jaeger. The machines were made in
Loughborough right up until 1993. He was
nominated by Dennis Powdrill who worked at
the factory for 46 years and whose book,
‘Cotton’s of Loughborough’ gives a wonderful
history of the company.
The two photographs show some of the activity
carried out by the ‘diggers’ An update as to their
activities in 2017 can be found on Page 26.
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Bill Pemberton
The most hazardous job of all was tunnelling. The miners worked deep in the earth, often soaked by
muddy water, in constant peril from their own explosions, breathing foul air made fouler by the fumes
of gunpowder, and working twelve hours a shift, day and night. If the tunnel was short the miners
bored in from one end, or from both ends; but in a longer tunnel work would also proceed
from shafts bored vertically into the earth along the line of the tunnel. These shafts were bored
by a machine called a gin, which was powered at first by horses attached to a great wheel, and later
by steam engines. This boring of the shaft was itself a feat of engineering: most shafts were
eight to ten feet across and some were as deep as 600 feet. When the bore was completed men
descended to its foot in huge buckets and began to excavate the main tunnel, working in two
directions at once from the bottom of the shaft. The soil and the men were brought up in the
same buckets. When the tunnel was completed the shafts served as air holes, creating a strong
draught, so that the men putting the finishing touches to the masonry of the tunnel worked in a
constant gale of wind, a contrast to the fug in which they had laboured for so long before.
The Railway Navvies, A History of the Men Who Made the Railways. Terry Coleman (1965)
Waiting for the next batch of visitors to arrive
at the Glenfield Tunnel on a bleak day sparks
all kinds of conversations: what to do to
enhance the visitor experience, will the hot
water for the tea provided by David L last the
day? And then, a light bulb moment strikes a
general accord - what about other railway
tunnels, disused or otherwise in Leicestershire?
Can we identify them all? Locations are
mentioned, anecdotes brought to the fore. Bill
Pemberton carefully makes mental notes. The
article by Bill that followed that initial brain
storm follows below. It could have been a good
addition to the I-Spy Series…..Ed
The Leicestershire landscape is often described
as rolling countryside; neither flat nor
mountainous. The landscape caused few
problems for the railway builders in
Leicestershire since they were usually able to
follow watercourses (eg Soar, Wreake,
Welland, Sence). Elsewhere they tried to follow
the natural contours of the land and only
occasionally did they need to construct tunnels
through hills or viaducts over valleys. Early
railway engines were not very powerful and so
often tunnels were constructed to avoid
inclines that later on would pose little or no
problem to more powerful engines. This article
lists and describes railway tunnels in
Leicestershire. It excludes underground
railways at collieries and other mines.

There are 13 railway tunnels in Leicestershire
varying in length between 100yds and over one
mile. Five are still in use today. One of them,
Glenfield tunnel, was the longest steam railway
tunnel in the world when it was opened in 1832
and held that record for almost 10 years. All but
two of the tunnels are on minor or colliery lines,
and one was only used by horse drawn trains.
Apart from the Glenfield Tunnel, there is little
information about the construction of these
tunnels. Photographs of most of the tunnels in
use exist in various railway books on
Leicestershire; the two major exceptions are
Ashby and East Norton tunnels. Photographs of
the disused tunnels taken by “Urban explorers”
exist on the Internet.
1. Glenfield Tunnel
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This tunnel was one of the first railway (as
opposed to tramway) tunnels to be constructed
and was the longest one in the world at the time.
It passes under a hill between the village of
Glenfield and Leicester. The tunnel’s narrow
dimensions (height and width) restricted the size
of locomotive and rolling stock that could pass
through it in later years.
Leicester City Council (who now owns the tunnel)
has given LIHS permission to take groups of
people 400 yds. into the tunnel on certain days
in the summer. See www.lihs.org.uk for details.
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Length: 1796 yds. Single track.
Number of ventilation shafts: 13.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1832/1966.
Railway: Leicester & Swannington Railway.
Location: Between Leicester (West Bridge
station) and Glenfield station.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK545065,
SK561062.
Current status: Disused. The eastern portal has
been covered over, and built on, and so there is
no exit at this end of the tunnel. All 13 ventilation
shafts are also extant and many are visible from
public places. The west portal can be glimpsed
through railing alongside a public footpath.

Length: Passenger tunnel 104 yds, Goods tunnel
106 yds. Both double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: none.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
Passenger 1832/still in use,
Goods
1891/1990's.
Railway: Passenger Tunnel: Midland Counties
Railway, Goods Tunnel: Midland Railway.
Location: Between Leicester (Welford Road
platform) and Knighton Junction.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK590026,
SK590025.
Current status: Passenger tunnel – in use.

Knighton tunnel. This is the northern portal of
the passenger tunnel under Freemans
Common taken from Welford Road bridge.
The southern end of the tunnel can be seen
through the tunnel.

Glenfield tunnel. This is the only tunnel in
Leicestershire that the public are allowed to
enter. They can walk 400 yds to the first large
ventilation shaft.
2. Knighton Tunnels

3. Thurnby Tunnel

There are two parallel tunnels under what is
known as Freemans Common. The first tunnel
(later known as the Passenger Tunnel) was
constructed by the Midland Counties Railway as
part of their Leicester to Rugby line. The second
tunnel (known as the Goods Tunnel) was built
at the end of the 19th century when the Midland
Railway added two freight lines to cope with the
increase in freight traffic (primarily coal) to
London. These freight lines were lifted in the
1990's. Welford Road Platform was on the down
side next to the north portal of the passenger
tunnel, and closed in 1918. The Passenger
Tunnel is now the only tunnel in Leicestershire
in regular use.

A tunnel passing through high ground to the
East of Leicester.
Length: 516 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: 1.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1882/1964.
Railway: Great Northern Railway.
Location: Between Ingarsby station and
Thurnby & Scraptoft station.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK666048,
SK674055.
Current status: disused and partially filled in.
The western portal still exists but has been
covered over with a large metal plate.
5
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5. Coleorton Tunnel

The eastern portal has been destroyed and
that end of the tunnel filled in. Both portals
are on private ground but public footpaths
pass close to both of them.

The Coleorton Tramway was a horse drawn
railway transporting coal from mines in the Lount
and Newbold area to Swannington for onward
dispatch by the Leicester and Swannington
Railway. After closure the tunnel was used for
several different purposes, including as a rifle
range.
The tunnel ran under the Peggs Green
roundabout on the A512 Ashby- Loughborough
road.
Length: 480 yds. Single track.
Number of ventilation shafts: None.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic: c 1835/c
1877.
Railway: Coleorton Railway.
Location: Between the foot of the Swannington
incline and Newbold tunnel (qv).
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK414172,
SK411176.
Current status: Disused, filled in and portals
destroyed. No evidence of tunnel remains.

Western portal of Thurnby tunnel. The holes
in the metal sheeting covering the mouth are
to allow bats to roost in the tunnel.
4. Old Parks/Ashby Tunnel
Old Parks tunnel was constructed in 1802 and
formed part of the 4’ 2” gauge horse drawn
Ticknall Tramway that linked the limekilns in
Ticknall with the Ashby canal at Willesley Basin.
The tunnel to the basin section was double
track. In 1864 the Midland Railway bought up
the Ashby Canal and its associated tramways,
including the Ticknall one. By 1874, the
Midland Railway had incorporated parts of the
Ticknall tramway into its Ashby-de-la-Zouch to
Derby line, and shortened and widened the
tunnel, and converted the line to standard
gauge. They also changed its name to the
Ashby tunnel. Today, the A511 Ashby bypass
passes over the tunnel.
Length: 447 yds./ 308 yds. Double/ Single track.
Number of ventilation shafts: None.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1802/1874, 1874/1949.
Railway: Ticknall Tramway, Midland Railway.
Location: Between Ashby-de-la-Zouch station
and Ticknall sidings/Old parks junction.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK362184,
SK364186.
Current status: disused. The west portal and
entrance has been blocked and filled in. The
eastern portal is still extant and has been
bricked up. Both are on private land.

[Thanks to Swannington Heritage Trust for some
of this information]

Coleorton tunnel. No photograph of this tunnel
in operation is known to exist since it closed in
1870's! This photograph is taken looking out of
the south entrance shortly before it was filled
in in the 1960’s. Photo courtesy Swannington
Heritage Trust
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6. Newbold Tunnel

This line closed in 1969 but then became the
Old Dalby test track for testing new trains, and
is still in use. The line is now electrified with
both overhead wires and 3&4�� rails (the later
for testing new London transport trains). This
is the only electrified line in Leicestershire

This was also constructed as part of the
Coleorton Railway, and fell into disuse in the
1870’s when the line closed. It was refurbished
when the railway line linking New Lount Colliery
to the Ashby – Derby line was opened in 1924.
During WW 2 the tunnel was used as an air raid
shelter.
Length: 70 yds. Single track
Number of ventilation shafts: None.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic: c 1835/c
1877, 1924/1968.
Railway: Coleorton Railway/ New Lount Colliery.
Location: Between Peggs Green/Swannington
tunnel (qv) and New Lount exchange sidings on
Ashby-Derby line.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK399188,
SK399189.
Current status: Disused. The tunnel and portals
are on private land and are not visible from any
public place.
[Thanks to Newbold Heritage Group for some of
this information]

7. Saxelby Tunnel
Length: 543 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: 1.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1879/still in use.
Railway: Midland Railway.
Location: Between Holwell junction and
Grimston Covered Way tunnel (qv).
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK704202,
SK701206.
Current status: In use by trains on Old Dalby
test track. Neither portal is visible, but the
ventilation shaft can be seen from the road.
8. Grimston Covered Way Tunnel
Length: 100 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: None.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1879/still in use.
Railway: Midland Railway.
Location: Between Saxelby tunnel (qv) and
Grimston Tunnel (qv).
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK691221,
SK691222.
Current status: In use by trains on Old Dalby
test track. A public footpath passes over the
tunnel, but neither portal is visible from it.
This tunnel is not marked as a tunnel on OS
maps but does appear as a tunnel on official
Midland railway charts. Its name suggests that
it could have been constructed using cut and
cover techniques.

Newbold tunnel. This recent photograph was
taken on private ground. Photo courtesy
Newbold Heritage group/Richard Green.

9. Grimston Tunnel
Length: 1305 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: Three marked on
OS map.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1879/still in use.
Railway: Midland Railway.
Location: Between Grimston Covered Way
tunnel (qv) and Old Dalby Station.

The Saxelby & Grimston Tunnels
These three tunnels are close together and
formed part of the Midland Railway’s direct line
from Kettering to Nottingham. The tunnels pass
through the Leicestershire Wolds north of
Melton Mowbray and are the deepest ones in
the county.
7
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Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK690223,
SK684233.
Current status: In use by trains on Old Dalby
test track. The south portal can just be seen
from the footpath over the Grimston Covered
Way Tunnel (qv). One of the ventilation shafts
can be seen next to a public footpath. Other
ventilation shafts marked on OS map are in
private woodland.
Asfordby Tunnel. Eastern portal seen from
nearby bridge.
11. East Norton Tunnel
Another remote tunnel, this time in the South
East of the County. It passes through a ridge that
forms the North side of the Welland valley.
Length: 444 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: None

Ventilation shaft above Grimston tunnel.
10. Asfordby Tunnel

Date opened/closed
1879/1963

to

This tunnel was also constructed by the Midland
Railway as part of the Nottingham Kettering
direct line, and passes through a small hill to
the West of Melton Mowbray. This line now
links the Leicester – Melton Mowbray line with
the Old Dalby test track. It is not electrified and
all test trains using it are hauled by a pilot
engine.
Length: 419 yds. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: none.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1879/still in use.
Railway: Midland Railway .
Location: Melton Junction (where the Old
Dalby Test track leaves the Melton Mowbray –
Leicester line) and the former Holwell Junction
(now where the Asfordby test centre joins the
test track). The East portal can be seen from a
nearby footbridge.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK728192,
SK725193.
Current status: In use by trains to gain access
to and from the Asfordby test centre and Old
Dalby test track.

Railway: GNR & LNWR joint.

railway

traffic:

Location: Between Hallaton station and East
Norton station.
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SP792992,
SP792996
Current status: Disused. A footpath passes over
the top of the tunnel but neither portal can be
seen from it. The track bed south of the tunnel
is a permissive path, but this stops short of the
tunnel mouth.
12. Hose Tunnel
This tunnel again cuts through the Leicestershire
Wolds North of Melton Mowbray and is in a
rather remote and sparsely populated part of
the county. Long Clawson and Hose station was
located just to the North of the Tunnel, but, both
the villages in its name are over two miles away!
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Current status: Disused. Both portals are
intact. The south portal can be seen from a
nearby footpath.

The Holwell branch of the Midland Railway ran
over the top of the tunnel. This line linked the
ironstone quarries around Watham to the
Midland Railway
Melton Mowbray –
Nottingham line at Holwell junction. Also Hose
tunnel is slightly curved.
Length: 833 yds.. Double track.
Number of ventilation shafts: None.
Date opened/closed to railway traffic:
1879/1964.
Railway: GNR & LNWR joint.
Location: Between Scalford station and Long
Clawson and Hose station
Grid reference of tunnel portals: SK746257,
SK746264

Southern portal, Hose tunnel. The track bed
leading to the tunnel mouth has been
partially filled in.
The following tunnels are just over the Leicestershire border in neighbouring counties

County

Tunnel

Length

Railway Line

Current Status

Comment

Nottinghamshire

Redhill passenger

154 yds.

In use

Redhill goods

167 yds.

Ex MR Main line,
St. Pancras to
Derby

Regular traffic
through both
tunnels

Greasley

623 yds.

Ex MR Leicester
Burton line

In use

No regular traffic
use it presently

Woodville

307 yds.
104 yds.

Disused, partially
filed in

Midway

Ex MR ‘Woodville
loop’

Calke Abbey

138 yds.
Ticknall tramway

Disused, now
forms part of
footpath

Derbyshire

50 yds.
Rutland

Manton

749 yds.

Wing

353 yds.

Glaston

1849 yds.

Seaton

206 yds.

Corby
Morcott

1926 yds.
448 yds.

Northants.

Great Oxendon

462 yds.

Warkwickshire.

Kelmarsh
Gills Corner

322 yds.
95 yds.

Ex MR Kettering
to Melton
Mowbray to
Nottingham line

In use

Northern portal
still extant
Tunnel passes
under main drive,
Calke Abbey
In Calke Abbey
Grounds

Mainly used by
freight trains

Ex LNWR Rugby to Disused
Stamford line
Ex LNWR Mkt
Disused
Harb to North’ton

Railway track is
now a cycleway

Ex MR Wigston to Disused &,
Rugby line
partially filled in

Southern Portal
extant
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AIA Annual Conference, 31st August – 4th September 2018
Marilyn Palmer
The Conference this year is being held at the University of Nottingham, and replaces the formerly
announced AIA Members’ Weekend
The conference will include the annual Rolt Lecture being given by Geoffrey Stell of the University of
Edinburgh entitled ‘Science and Engineering at War: Scapa Flow, 1939-45’. Our speaker knew Tom Rolt
and was anxious to give his lecture to the Association for Industrial Archaeology since Tom was its first
President.
The weekend will commence with a seminar, as usual, on the Friday, on this occasion entitled ‘Steaming
Ahead: Researching Industrial Archaeology & Heritage in the 21�� century‘. Following this, the conference
will take its normal course of lectures and visits. The latter will include:
● Wollaton Hall and Industrial Museum
● Nottingham Canal Work
● Nottingham Caves Visit & Greens Windmill & Science Centre Sneiton
● Coal Mining & Supply. Papplewick Pumping Station
● Maltings, Breweries and a River Port - Newark-on-Trent
● The Erewash Valley: Ironwororks, Two Canals and the Bennerley Viaduct
● Bells, Steam Engines and a Railway Tunnel (Glenfield!)
● Ruddington Framework Museum
For more details on the Conference and the visits, booking forms are can be found in the AIA News and
also also on the AIA website: https://industrial-archaeology.org/conferences/annual-conference

The Hugh Stewart Hall at
the University of
Nottingham

On Saturday September 1��, Bill Pemberton (LIHS) will be giving a talk on the Leicester to
Swannington Railway.
Make a note of the dates now!
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The Leicester Heritage Partnership

The new roof was designed not only to replicate
the original shape of the roof, but also to meet
modern standards of insulation and air
tightness, while allowing for regular and safe
maintenance

David Pearce
The Heritage Partnership was established in
2011. It engages organisations and individuals
from across Leicester to work with the City
Council in promoting the preservation, creative
use and interpretation of the city’s historic built
environment. An integral part of the Leicester
Heritage Action Plan, it is a forum for bringing to
the fore discussion on Heritage at Risk,
Heritage Protection, Proactive Projects,
Promotion and Participation and Ongoing
Conservation Work.
LIHS is one of several organisations across the
City that participate in this initiative, and reports
regularly on its activities. This has recently
included the condition and recommendations
regarding the Glenfield Tunnel (over 3000
visitors since 2013!); the progress on the
rebuilding of the Stephenson Lift Bridge,
previously located at Snibston and early
investigative
work
on
a
Victorian
Channel/Culvert that was part of the distribution
system from the Abbey Pumping Station.

The work involved replacing each of the 2,500
glass panels of the innovative 45-degree, patentglazed, diamond-shaped roof, designed to
provide north light to the Engineering research
laboratories and workshops. The complex
project required demanding engineering
solutions to overcome the challenges of
enhancing an historic building, and
contemporary technical requirements. The
glazing system for the roof is a bespoke
installation where no empirical industry
standards can be applied. In 2015 the University,
with its contractors Lendlease and Arup, began
work on carefully dismantling the existing roof
to carry out a full survey and work up detailed
design for the replacement roof. The process
required rigorous testing and design revisions
to ensure the roof would be fully watertight
while authentically replicating the original roof
as closely as possible.

One of the projects I found particularly
interesting was the recently completed work on
The Engineering Building at the University of
Leicester. Completed in 1963 to a groundbreaking design by the architects James Stirling
and James Gowan, it pushed the barriers of
contemporary architecture and technology. With
its unique form, it has inspired generations of
architects across the world and is recognised by
Historic England as one of the most important
post-war buildings in the country and is a grade
II* listed building.

A key design feature is its distinctive diamondshaped roof which evoked a traditional
factory, and sits above the workshops. This
iconic yet experimental roof structure had
long-term issues with maintenance and the
fact that it was not watertight. It was also
generally accepted to be at the end of its
usable life. The City Council worked closely
with the University, Historic England and the
Twentieth Century Society in granting
planning and listed building consent for the
replacement of the workshop roofs

The roof was finally
completed in June 2017
(Photographs courtesy of
Leicester City Council)
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Stephenson’s Lift Bridge: Memories of its Second Home
Janet Bradshaw

John Bird was working for Frederick Bowles Ltd.
In the 1980’s and was given the task of building
the structure to house Stephenson’s Lift Bridge
in preparation for the move from its first
working home at Frog Island to a site on the
banks of the River Soar. John worked with Glyn
Smith and designed the shuttering for the
abutments which had bolts protruding upwards
to accept the metal work of the bridge. A ditch
leading to the river, on what at that time was an
allotment, replicated the width of the canal.
John unfortunately can’t remember the actual
date of the bridge’s move. During their lunch
break John and Glyn would join a gang
renovating acquisitions made by Leicester
Museums in the workshops at the Abbey
Pumping Station.

My brother, my niece and I, all descendants of
the Iron Founder William Richards, discovered
the LIHS website while researching our family
history. We were excited to discover the
photograph of William Richards with Henry his
son and William his grandson in the LIHS
Newsletter articles by John Douglas and Tony
Pugh. A carte de visite in our possession
showed a top hatted bearded gentleman with
his large extended family after a game of
croquet. There was no mistaking William
Richards in our photograph, it matched that of
him in John and Tony’s article. This led to our
piece in the Autumn 2017 LIHS Newsletter
about Arthur Edwin Richards, youngest son of
William – Janet Bradshaw January 2018

The day after the Record Office lecture, John and
I ventured to the river bank to find the site. The
concrete abutments are still there among the
stinging nettles and now support a foot/bicycle
bridge straddling a dry ditch which leads to the
river. I took some photographs while John
chatted to a woman who knew all about the Lift
Bridge, and who was very interested to learn
that plans were afoot to rebuild and re home it.
At the time of our visit, naturalized michaelmas
daisies were in flower on the bank of the ditch,
a sign of the site’s allotment days. Our discovery
of the abutments adds to the record of an
episode in the Lift Bridge’s history and of John’s
working life in the construction industry in
Leicester.

However, Richards is not the subject of this
article! Following this discovery our family
researchers, John Bird, Janet Bradshaw and
Jannene Ceeny Bird attended two LIHS lectures:
John and Tony’s talk about Richards Iron
Founders, and the one on the work of the
Record Office at Wigston. We bought backcopies of the Newsletters, and this led us down
the Stephenson’s Lift Bridge rabbit hole!
The two articles on Richards of Leicester, Iron
Founders & Engineers, can be found in the
Autumn (2016) and Spring (2017) editions of
the LIHS Newsletters. Ed.

Stephenson’s Lift Bridge
situated close to the
Abbey Pumping Station in
1982

12

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Spring 2018

The First Fatality on the L&SR
David Pearce
Articles that are relevant to the industrial history of Leicestershire are always of particular interest,
and one recent one is no exception. The First Passenger Fatality on the Leicester & Swannington
Railway, and its impact on improving Railway Safety by Barry Kendall, has recently been published
by the Leicestershire Archaeological and History Society. The article by Barry is, cause and effect, or
perhaps more a case of proving the law of unintended consequences. The First Passenger Fatality on
the Leicester & Swannington Railway, and its impact on improving Railway Safety is, in its way,
complementary to the Desford Railway Disaster, published by LIHS in 2016. Both begin innocuously
enough: a simple and straightforward train journey that was to end disastrously and result in far
reaching effects regarding future rail safety. I suppose that the cliché ‘an accident waiting to happen’
is too simple a way put it, but in hindsight, the result of overloaded coal wagons interspaced with
passenger carriages, a broken axle, a derailment was simply an accident waiting to happen.

Barry was prompted to write the article when trawling through the Board of Trade Railway Accident
Reports. This accident caught his eye as he had not seen mention of it in any of the published material
currently available, and being ‘a Leicester lad born within earshot of the old Great Central carriage
sheds and goods yard’, excited his attention. In correspondence with Barry, he said that alongside his
interest in Leicestershire history and an early passion for railways he found the background research
to be absolutely fascinating, particularly the identification of the ‘central characters’. As such, he felt
that it was important to put a little flesh on the bones, as it were, to create a story from the bare facts.
I don’t want to spoil Barry’s thunder, suffice to say that we are hoping to reach agreement to republish
the article, hopefully to coincide with Barry’s presentation on this little known facet of L&SR history
at our meeting on October 16�� 2018 at St Mary’s.
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G Stibbe & Co
The 1970’s were a time of great change:
politically, socially and from Stibbe’s perspective,
the vagaries of the fashion market. Although a
long-established manufacturer of knitting
machines, a combination of circumstance
created a perfect storm and although they tried
to manage the business as far as was seemingly
practicable, went into bankruptcy in 1975.

David Pearce
In 1886, Gompert (Godfrey) Stibbe established
a hosiery machine import business in Glasgow.
Just over two years later, he moved to Leicester
to capitalise on the City’s reputation for being
the centre of the British knitting industry. His
first factory was in Mill Lane, but in 1906 to
keep pace with the expanding business,
occupied a site in Newarke Street – the
company name still visible today over what are
now luxury apartments known as Stibbe Lofts
– as a warehouse for which American built
knitting machinery was stored before
distribution throughout Europe and the
Empire.

Following the collapse of Stibbe’s, items relating
to the business, including some of their knitting
machines, were retained in a variety of locations
as seed corn for future historians to pore over.
Technical and financial reports, press cuttings,
brochures, photographs, production drawings all
contribute to the 75 or so years that contribute
towards the rich history of this former mainstay
Leicester company. A lot of the material saved
from the skip of our industrial history finished
up at the Record Office for Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland and can be accessed
in the usual research manner at the their offices
in Wigston. LIHS became privy to some other
retained materials and the photographs seen
here of Stibbe fabrics on these pages represent
some of the 50 samples that came to LIHS in
2011 that have been diligently scanned and
recorded by LIHS Secretary, David Lyne. The
sample fabrics, together with other items
relating to Stibbe’s form part of a collection that
became available in 2011 and comprise not only
the samples, but perhaps most interestingly,
papers and other artefacts that were collected
and saved by Stibbe’s former Technical Director,
Roger Duffey (1920-2010). Unfortunately, only
the fabrics seem to have survived to this day as
the rest of the Stibbe Collection entrusted to
LIHS has either been misplaced, or is in
someone’s attic waiting to be rediscovered! All
is not lost(!) however as we have a complete
inventory created by Keith Drury to look over at
this time, and hope that at sometime soon, the
missing items will reappear.

Fast forward to the 1930’s and by now, G
Stibbe & Co were designing and building their
own circular knitting and textile machinery,
exporting worldwide as well as satisfying UK
demand. A key customer would be N Corah and
Sons, a manufacturer of hosiery and textiles
who would later become the largest knitwear
producer in Europe, with its products having a
major influence on the development and
prosperity of Marks & Spencer.
By 1948, design and manufacture were
concentrated at their Great Central Street
factory, along with the sales and administrative
functions, with Newarke Street housing the
knitted fabrics side of the business. In 1961,
their business profile, according to Graces
Guide, was a ‘manufacturer of circular knitting
machinery, seamless hosiery machines and
knitted piece goods with a workforce of 1,000.
In 1965, Stibbe’s acquired S A Monk of Sutton
in Ashfield, manufacturers of straight and veebed knitting machinery thus completing the
Stibbe portfolio of hosiery machines that would
enable them to compete in all sectors of the
hosiery machine and knitted fabric production
market.

Stibbe’s had a long association with the former
School of Textiles in Leicester, now part of De
Montfort University.

Stibbe-Monk Ltd became responsible for the
whole of the Stibbe Group’s machine building
activities, including production, sales and
research.
14
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In late January we deposited the fabrics, along
with a digitised representation of the fabrics, to
the DMU Library Special Collections for future
use to help the Department’s vision in
‘enhancing teaching, learning and research
activities at De Montfort University and beyond’
Incidentally, on visiting the DMU Library Special
Collections facility just before Christmas, I was
shown a very ornate pencil……….presented by
Stibbe’s to the former School of Textiles many
years ago!
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The Bentley Engineering Group in 1975

It is indeed gratifying that from a craft
industry, brought into being in the Midlands
of England so long ago, the knitting machine
should have been developed in the same area
into the highly-scientific precision-engineered
product we know today.

Extracts from Article published in April 1975
The Bentley Engineering Group: The World’s
Largest Group of Knitting Machine
Manufacturers article was published in 1975 by
the Textile Institute, the same year that Stibbe’s
went to the wall. It proclaimed Bentley’s
preeminence, built on a policy of acquisition and
technical excellence that seemed destined to
continue serving a burgeoning consumer and
fashion led market. In many ways, both Stibbe
and Bentley shared the same aspirations; they
had a similar portfolio of hosiery machines to
offer, and each had hoovered up
‘complementary’ machine builders to broaden
their appeal. Where Bentley’s scored, however,
was in their financial backing. Sitting behind
Bentley’s was Sears Holdings Ltd and its
formidable Chairman, Sir Charles Clore. The
maxim: the Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh
away was never truer as was the case with Clore
when the financial, economic and political
landscape changed. Like Stibbe’s, the Bentley
Engineering Group also fell, albeit a few years
later. But at the time the article was written, all
was seemingly well in the garden - Ed

The Bentley Engineering Group is
controlled by Sears Holdings Limited which,
under the chairmanship of Sir Charles Clore,
includes the British Shoe Corporation, Lewis's,
Selfridges and many other important
companies. The group derives considerable
financial strength from this association.
Over the seven years 1967-1973 group sales
increased from £27,250,000 to £44,906,000;
of this, exports over the same p e r i o d r o s e
from £19,128,000 to £30,472,000.
C a p i t a l e m p l o y e d , £23,706,000 in 1967,
moved up to £32,030,000 in 1973.
The Manufacturing Companies within the Group
Although the Group's products cover a wide
range of textile equipment, weft-knitting
machinery is the most important and in terms
of this particular activity the Group is the largest
producer in the world. Undoubtedly all the
companies concerned benefit in many ways
from being part of the Group, which includes
three major knitting machine manufacturers.

The following extracts have been taken
verbatim from the 1975 article:
The phenomenal growth of knitting as a means
of producing textile materials and garments is
due in no small measure to the continued
development of the knitting machine itself.
Following the mechanization of the knitting
process almost 400 years ago, the knitting
machine in its various forms has provided
the best example of textile engineering since
that time (Elisabeth I to Elisabeth II); in its
early stages perhaps the only example

The Bentley Engineering Co Ltd, Leicester, was
brought into being by the late Mr. P. A.
Bentley in 1909, but it did not commence the
production of knitting machinery until
around 1920 after the first o f t h e n o w
famous Komet double-cylinder machines,
for the production of half-hose, socks, etc,
had been designed. It is interesting to note
that the first double-cylinder machine was
invented in Leicester in the year 1900. This
first machine—the `XL'—had a revolving cam
system and stationary needle cylinders but was
later converted to a revolving cylinder type with
a stationary cam system. The company is also
concerned with producing machinery for finegauge panti-hose, stockings, etc, and other
types of single-cylinder and cylinder-and-dial
equipment mainly for half-hose, socks, etc.

Other important factors have influenced
this growth, not least of which is the
inborn zest for experimentation on the
part of the machine builders and manufacturers alike; in this connection, this
same enthusiasm for innovation has
spread to all those concerned with the
process as a whole from fibre and yarn
16
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The patent for the 'father of all fullyfashioned knitting machines' was taken out
by William Cotton of Loughborough in 1864.
The knitting principles laid down in the
invention are embodied in all makes of this
type of machine; indeed, such equipment,
whatever its origin, is generally referred to as
'Cotton's' machinery. The company was
brought into the Bentley Group in 1940, and
incidentally received the Textile Institute Jubilee
Award in 1967 which was 'conferred on all
members of staff, past and present, for one
hundred years of unbroken development of
the fully-fashioned machine'. In association
with this company, George Woodcock and Sons
Ltd, Hawick, give support in fully-fashioned
machine recruitment and servicing. William
Cotton Ltd also produce special-purpose flat
machines, for use in conjunction with fullyfashioned machines.
Wildt Mellor Bromley Ltd, Leicester and
Bookham, is a combination of two wellknown, old established companiesWildt & Co
Ltd—latterly specializing in circular knitwear or
body length equipment and Mellor Bromley
Ltd who were mainly concerned with the
production of jersey machinery. The merger
took place in 1956 after both companies had
been brought under the umbrella of the Bentley
Group—Wildt & Co Ltd in 1949 and Mellor
Bromley in 1954. (The old-established
company of William Spiers was taken over by
Wildt & Co Ltd in 1936 and with it doublecylinder machinery). The late Dr. Edwin Wildt
was a Fellow of the Textile Institute and served
on various committees for many years.
These three major knitting machine building
companies are supported by other units in the
Group. Important in their own right and
producing the multitude of knitting instruments,
needles, elements etc, which really form the heart
of any knitting machinery, these include: T.
Grieve & Co Ltd—Coalville, Leicestershire, taken
over by the Bentley Engineering Company in
1935, W. Hammond (Bearded Needles) Ltd.—
Loughborough, brought into the Group in
1949, and Economic Stampings Ltd, in which
the Bentley Engineering Company acquired a
controlling interest in 1941.
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Success can be measured in many different
ways but the Group takes some pride in the
number of Queen's Awards for Industry
earned by the three knitting machine
building companies which proves the Groups
ability to both innovate and to export.
● William Cotton Ltd, 1967, 1968, 1969—for
export achievement.
● William Cotton Ltd, 1970—for technological
innovation.
● Bentley Engineering Co Ltd, 1968—for
export achievement.
● Wildt Mellor Bromley Ltd, 1970, 1973—for
export achievement.
● Wildt Mellor Bromley Ltd, 1969, received
the Council of Industrial Design Award for
Capital Goods for the 9/RJ machine
The article goes on to profile Bentley’s, William
Cotton and Wildt Mellor Bromley. Future
editions of the Newsletter will carry these
profiles. Ed
The Bentley Eng. Co. Ltd. Company Profile
The name Bentley is synonymous with the
Komet double cylinder half-hose machine
of which upwards of 100,000 have now
been produced. The current range of some
40 different models and around 200
optional attachments caters for all possible
requirements. This does not take account of
diameter and gauge variation. Important
development objectives in this case have also
included efforts to produce garments more
complete and even quite complete on the
machine. Obviously, increasing productivity
as well as versatility in its broadest sense
figures largely in any design specification.
In terms of colour and design most of the
structures useful for this type of product
are now being used either separately or in
combination and these do provide
considerable variety of effect, which
accounts to some extent, for the number of
models offered. Perhaps one or two of the
17 more sophisticated ones can be mentioned.
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The garment is so near complete that a simple
cutting operation forms the sleeves which are
then seamed. The cuffs are welted on, neck
finishing completes the garment. Other types
of garment can be produced on this machine.

The Model TCS embodies 3-colour jacquard
in combination with links-links patterning and
in addition allows for the automatic
separation of each article after each one is
knitted, this as opposed to knitting such
half-hose in string formation.

An exceedingly useful approach to
versatility in terms of structure is embodied in
the new Bentley model KL Super D—a cylinderand-dial machine which can produce half-hose
etc, with pattern effects in either terry or
pelerine complete with a welt and rib top.

Openwork structures are now quite
popular and such effects are possible on the
Komet HT or HTS with automatic separation
using the 'Floating Plating' technique. These
particular models are also able to produce
3-colour jacquard effects as well as links-links.
A quite different approach to the
introduction of colour and design into such
articles makes use of embroidery plating or
warp striping. One advantage of this method
of patterning is that the true elastic rib
characteristics of the garment is preserved. This
new model, the Bentley Autowrap, also
incorporates links-links patterning and in the
interest of increased productivity this twofeed machine has been designed to produce
the heels and toes using both feeders—in
itself a revolutionary step forward.
The Mechatape System of pattern
control now incorporated into certain
Komet models is just one example of
collaboration between companies within
the Group, the idea was originally formulated
by Wildt Mellor Bromley.
Finally, to complete the picture as far as
half-hose and the double-cylinder machine is
concerned—the fulfilment of the inventors
dream over the years—the production of a
half-hose quite complete on the machinesystem—`Bentley Dura Vent'.
Another quite different development on a
small diameter double-cylinder machine has
resulted in the production of a raglan-sleeve
type garment in a near state of
completion, resulting from the simultaneous production of two heel pouches
opposite to each other in the tube of fabric.
These pouches are positioned between
what becomes the body part and what
becomes the sleeves after a simple cutting
action.
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As with Stibbe’s, The Bentley Group began to feel
the effects of the changing economic climate ironically at the time when this article was
published.
Trading
losses,
disputes,
redundancies and the withdrawal of financial
support by the Sears Group resulted in its final
downfall. Questions in Parliament, a
management buy-out failed to stem the bleeding
and the Company staggered on until its demise
in 1988.
LIHS would like to thank the Textile Institute for
permission to use the extracts from The Bentley
Engineering Group: The World’s Largest Group
of Knitting Machine Manufacturers, and to the
Leicester Museum Services for permission to
reproduce the above. advertisement.
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The Dundee and Newtyle Railway
David Binns
In the great surge of railway development that
took place in the first half of the nineteenth
century two of the oldest and least known
railways in the world, are The Leicester and
Swannington Railway, and the Dundee and
Newtyle Railway.
The Leicester and Swannington Company Act
received Royal Assent on 29�� May 1830 and
Robert Stephenson became the Engineer to the
project. The line opened on the 17�� July 1832.
The Dundee and Newtyle Company act had
passed through Parliament four years earlier in
1826, piloted by the controversial MP George
Kinlock. The engineer to the project was Charles
Landale, a local Civil Engineer. The first section
of line opened on 3�� April 1832. Both projects
exceeded cost estimates part due to unforeseen
difficulties in the construction of tunnels. The
Leicestershire railway used steam locomotives
from the start, while the Dundee railway was
designed to employ a combination of
horsepower and static steam engines,
eventually adopting locomotives in 1833.
By the early eighteen hundreds Dundee had
become a significant manufacturing town and
thriving port, but in common with much of
Britain, roads were difficult, hampering trade
and communications. Wheeled transport was
by no means universal with goods often being
carried on horseback, 'slipe', a wheel-less sled,
or on human backs. Trade between Dundee and
the broad, agricultural vale of Strathmore was
particularly difficult due to the Sidlaw Hills which
formed a thirty mile barrier to the north of the
town.
Early attempts to develop the locomotive steam
engine were not successful. On the Kilmarnock
to Troon line, opened in 1812, steam locomotive
was tried unsuccessfully, and rejected in favour
of horse traction. The steam engine of the first
quarter of the nineteenth century was bulky and
cumbersome. James Watt, who worked on the
development of his steam engine at Glasgow
College during the 1760's and 1770's, did not
bother to patent the idea of adopting his engine
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to provide locomotive power for a land carriage
until 1784. Even then it was left to his friend
and assistant William Murdoch to construct the
first, model, locomotive steam engine later
that same year. Steam carriages were tried in
various places but an explosion, which killed a
number of people, discouraged others from
pursuing this line of development. Against this
background a meeting of Dundee merchants
and landowners took place in 1825, under the
chairmanship of George Kinlock, to discuss the
feasibility of constructing a railway from
Dundee northwards into Strathmore. Kinlock
was a landowner with radical political views
that had forced him to flee the country in
earlier years. He later became the first MP for
Dundee.
In 1817 Robert Stephenson published a report
on a proposed Strathmore Canal and
contrasted this with a railway that would have
been cheaper to build but would fall short of
the advantages of a canal in the long term.
However no such canal was ever built. This was
written 12 years before the Rainhill Trials were
to prove the effectiveness of locomotive steam
engines, when The Rocket designed and built
by George Stephenson and driven by his son
Robert reached the incredible speed of 29
miles per hour!
The man chosen to report on possible schemes
for a railway at Dundee was civil engineer
Charles Landale, who investigated two possible
routes both starting at Dundee, one striking
east towards Douglastown and Forfar, the other
crossing the Sidlaw Hills by the shortest possible
route. The latter was eventually chosen.
George Kinloch steered the company's Bill
through Parliament in 1826 after which 600
shares were issued at £50 with authorised
borrowing of £10,000. The shares were all taken
up and the company shortly began to operate.
Landale's scheme involved a 330 yard tunnel
through 'The Law' at Dundee, and 3 inclined
planes, operated by stationary steam engines
to overcome the challenge of the hills.
Horsepower was to be used for level sections
between inclined planes. The scheme took
advantage of a gap in the hills attaining an
19 altitude of 522 feet in 11 miles.
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road and mounted on a wagon chassis. One
assumes first class in the coaches, the rest in the
open wagons.

The inclined planes were at The Law, (Dundee),
700 yd at 1/10 incline requiring a 40hp engine.
Balbeuchly, 1700 yds.. at 1/25 incline requiring
a 20hp engine and Hatton, (Newtyle), 1025 yd
at 1/13 incline also requiring a 20 hp. engine.
The tunnel was planned to be 10ft wide by 10ft
2ins high but was reported in 1842, by the
inspector of railways, to be 9ft 6ins wide and
13ft high, no doubt the difference between the
concept and what was actually built. The
tunnel was the source of considerable
additional expense as the middle section
proved to be geologically unstable and had to
be lined. It was not completed until 21��
January 1829. The route through the hills also
proved to be more difficult than expected. The
track had a gauge of 4ft 6 1/2ins with fish
bellied rails mounted on stone blocks.The cost
was estimated at £25,600 including £3,700 for
the three stationary steam engines. The chosen
site for the southern terminal, and where the
railhead was subsequently developed was the
tiny hamlet of Mill of Newtyle then just a
smithy, church and a few cottages.
A signalling system devised to enable the train
drivers to communicate with the incline engine
house was used. This consisted of a white board
with a black centre mounted at the foot of the
Law incline enabling the driver to simply turn
the board to give the engine operator five
minutes warning to begin winding. At night red
and white lamps were used and in a fog, a bell.
Construction costs vastly exceeded Landale's
estimates and for a time work came to a
standstill leading to the dismissal of Landale by
the shareholders and the raising of more capital
to enable work to proceed. The railway opened
in 1831, becoming the first passenger and
goods carrying railway in the north of Scotland.
The original estimates had presumed only
goods traffic which would be approximately
balanced in both directions, however it was
found that there was also a demand for
passenger traffic that proved remarkably
buoyant, notwithstanding the lack of
attractions at Newtyle! Goods traffic was less
than expected but passenger traffic proved so
popular that wagons were adapted for
passengers and, it was said, that the bodies of
two 'Tally-Ho' Stage Coaches were taken off the

In the first year of operations April 1832 to April
1933 the railway carried 31,624 passengers and
24,393 tons of goods. Six years later the figures
had doubled to 68,169 passengers and 47,929
tons respectively, but running costs had also
doubled to £6,342. By then it was becoming clear
that despite these impressive figures, the
company was seriously under funded and could
not pay a dividend to its investors, in fact it never
did. The cost of operating both locomotive and
static engines proved to be prohibitive, and in
the period 1860 – 1868, the inclines were
replaced by circuitous, easier graded diversions.
The DNR had by then been taken over by The
Dundee and Perth Railway. The fact that this
little railway was not financially successful
should not hide the fact that it provided a great
service to local business, and the community,
when transport and travel were very difficult. It
holds a significant place in the historical
development of railways in Scotland. The DNR,
always under funded, was only a matter of
months behind the L&SR in the use of steam
locomotives. The LSR had the advantage of
serving the highly profitable Leicestershire
coalfield, at a time when coal fuelled the
industrial revolution. The DNR served mainly
agricultural and did not have access to such
riches.
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Trainspotting: a Hobby and an Education
So, my hobby not only gave me much
enjoyment in my youth, but also gave me a
grounding in English, history and geography.
All the travelling by foot and bike also kept me
fit!

Colin Parker
"A worthless hobby pursued by bespectacled pimply
faced youths wearing anoraks, with the ubiquitous
camera and/or binoculars slung around the neck"
A modern expression of the hobby, but what
a shame it is that train spotting attracts
derision from some so-called comedians.
Here was an education to be had for the asking.
I think a lot of school boys in the 1950's whose
hobby was train spotting, learnt a lot more from
an Ian Allan book than they did in the classroom.
For example, on the Great Western we had the
famous King Class where each locomotive was
named after a King of England, and all in order.
On the Southern Region, we had locomotives
named after the Knights of the Round Table, and
who could ever forget the names of the
locomotives named after the shipping
companies that sailed on the high-seas? The
London Midland Scottish railway, more
commonly known as the LMS, had 191 Jubilee
Class of locomotives, about half of which were
named after provinces and countries of the
British Commonwealth (you couldn't do that
nowadays). We also looked out for the names
of famous Admirals and sea battles. To the
London and North Eastern, we got to learn
about antelopes - 39 locomotives from
Thompsons B1 Class were named after such
animals! Characters from the Walter Scott
novels also lent their names to locomotives,
giving us such colourful names such as Luckie
Mucklebackit and the Laird of Balmawhapple.

Graphic courtesy of the NRM

“The stock props of 1950’s recollections tend
to be more tangible: gabardines,school caps
and blazers, duffel bags (or old gas-mask
holders) egg sandwiches, Tizer (or R White’s
lemonade)”
The Railways, Simon Bradley (2016)

John Briggs Collection
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Traces of George Stephenson’s Coalville
Fred Hartley
When Sir Nikolaus Pevsner visited Coalville in
the late 1950’s to carry out research for his
Buildings of England series, he was not overly
impressed. He noted that it was ‘a pathetic and
unpromising name for a town’ He liked the War
Memorial Clock Tower and Christ Church also
got a favourable mention, but that was about
the limit of his observations. While it is true that
he found little of obvious architectural merit in
Coalville, there are a few buildings that are of
historic importance – mainly because of their
association with George Stephenson. These
buildings were identified and recorded in
Coalville: The First 75 Years (1833-1908) by
Denis Baker published in 1983. Over the last 30
years or so, little seems to have been done by
various bodies to either conserve, or to make
these buildings better known and appreciated
by a wider audience.
In 1830 there was just one house at the cross
roads where the War Memorial Clock Tower
now stands: the 18�� century Red House Inn
which survives to this day. Diagonally opposite
is another public house, the Snibstone New Inn,
and a row of five shops: a watchmaker, a cafe,
a fish and chip shop (two shops put together),
and an interiors shop. When the row was
originally built, there was a sixth property, now
demolished, at the western end of the terrace.
Conversion of these cottages to shops seems
to have been carried out at the same period,
with three of the shop fronts being quite
traditional. Externally there is little to show
their origin, but this was the original Deputies’
Row or George’s Buildings built in 1832-3 for
the experienced miners whom George
Stephenson brought in, mainly from
Northumberland, to organise his coal mines. In
the 1841 Census, at least 27 individuals were
living in these houses. Four of the adult men
were coal miners, including Thomas Parker,
who had almost certainly come from
Killingworth in Northumberland, and John
Peace and John Atkins, who had also moved
here from outside Leicestershire.
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The building of the Snibstone New Inn (the
apparent misspelling was nothing more than a
mistake by the sign writer!), was added later. Its
pitched roof is higher and separate from the roof
line of the terraced row. It appears to be roofed
in Welsh slate, which might even be original,
whereas the cottages have all been re roofed
with tiles over recent years. An entry in
Reminiscences of Early Coalville indicates that
the Inn was probably built in 1835 to provide
overnight accommodation for business visitors
to the Snibston Collieries. In 1841 Margaret
Caldwell was the innkeeper. The Caldwells were
another family who had come from Killingworth
at the start of the Snibston Colliery enterprise.
The ground floor of the Inn was re-faced in late
Victorian or Edwardian times with glazed green
tiles, and the premises extended outwards to the
north and the east. The upstairs wall of the east
side is still supported by an interesting iron
column made by Wootton’s Foundry of Coalville.
The next building of interest to us is the Ebenezer
Baptist Church, which was originally built in
about 1833 as the Snibston Colliery School. This
is a rare example of surviving social provision
from in an 1830’s industrial hamlet, and echoes
on a smaller scale, the school room provided by
the reformer Robert Owen for the children of the
employees in his textile mills in the community
of New Lanark, Scotland, now a World Heritage
Site. Snibston’s early schoolroom also deserves
to be better known and appreciated. I believe
Denis Baker has carried out further research into
its history, but I have not yet seen the results.
Presumably as the town of Coalville grew the
various religious denominations gradually set up
their own schools, so the Colliery School found
a new use as a Band Room and then as a chapel.

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Spring 2018
In Christ Church in the north transept there are
two Stephenson family gravestones, one to
James and Jane’s youngest daughter Ellen, who
died aged just 14 in 1845, and one to James
himself, who died on the 9�� of August 1847. It
is good to see that these have been saved and
displayed within the church.
The other terraces of housing built for the
Snibston Colliery miners and their families have
long since been demolished, and there is no
trace of the Snibston No. 1 Colliery, which was
sited north east of the Red House, on the far
side of the railway. This was the colliery which
is described in the biographies of George
Stephenson, where (according to Samuel
Fisher) after some 18 months of work the
miners met a hard band of whinstone which
threatened to stop further progress.
Apparently, George told them to persevere,
and in the end, they struck the main coal seam
at a depth of 666 ft. This took about two years,
so the mine would only have been partially in
production when the L&SR opened to this point
in April 1833.

The other buildings with George Stephenson
connections are the old Railway Inn, (now a play
school) which stands by the level crossing and
was the first booking office for passengers on the
Leicester & Swannington Railway. Further along
London Road, Christ Church, which was the
Church of England’s building to provide for the
needs of the growing town. Samuel Fisher is
quoted in Reminiscences of Early Coalville as
attending the stone-laying ceremony on a cold,
rainy day in 1836. His friend William Bird believed
that George Stephenson was also in attendance,
but this cannot be confirmed. The Church was
completed in 1838 and Pevsner states that the
architect was H.J. Stevens of Derby.
George Stephenson’s brother, James (17751847), driver of the first steam locomotive
(Locomotion) to haul a train carrying passengers
on a public rail line on the Stockton and
Darlington Railway, came to Snibston at Easter
1832 to help supervise the new collieries. He and
Michael Parker lodged in the outbuildings at
White Leys Farm as they began the sinking of the
first trial shaft, and later their families lived (with
that of Henry Boag the corf* maker) in three
houses called James’s Place on Ashby Road, near
the site where a footbridge still crosses the
cutting of the Snibston Colliery Railway.

At Snibston No.2 Colliery there is also nothing
surviving above ground from the time of
George Stephenson. The colliery was developed
rather later than No.1, and was not completed
and producing coal until October 1836. The site,
with several adjacent terraces of cottages,
appears as New Snibston on the OS one-inch
maps c.1840. This is the colliery which
continued in production until the 1980’s, and
was then taken over by Leicestershire County
Council to form part of the former Snibston
Discovery Park.

James and his wife Jane had three daughters. The
eldest, Elizabeth, was married in February 1836
to John Stenson, creating an alliance between
the two-foremost coal-owning families in the
town. The notice of their wedding in the papers
provides an early record of the name “Coalville”.
Subsequently they lived at Coalville House, just
across the road from Christ Church, on what is
now the site of the Council Offices.

*A wagon or large basket formerly used for
bringing coal out of a mine.
References:
Coalville: The First 75 Years (1833-1908) Denis
Baker (1983)
Coalville Remembered, with Reminiscences of
early Coalville. Duckworth, Steve & Barras, June
& Brian; Fisher, Samuel (1989)
The Buildings of England – Leicestershire, Sir
Nikolaus Pevsner. (1960)
Christ Church, Coalville. A short history by the
Diocese of Leicester. (Leaflet)

At the time of the 1841 census James
Stephenson’s household included 19-year old
Ann Stephenson, almost certainly the daughter
of James and George’s youngest brother John,
who had died ten years earlier. Both George and
Robert would in time leave legacies to many
nephews and nieces, and Robert’s share of the
Snibston Colliery Company was left after his
death in 1859 to his nephew, and partner in the
railway consultancy, George Robert Stephenson
(1819-1905).
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In nearly every photograph, the crew as well as
the boats are named along with the date of the
photograph, the name of the location and
sometimes even the type of engine. There is
often historic information about the boats with
original owners given along with technical
information about how the boat is being
handled; the cargoes it is carrying and
sometimes its destination.

Reviewed by Wendy Freer

An amusing photograph appears on page 81
where the working boat Tench is being steered
round a very tight right-hand turn at Autherley
Junction, impeded by a hire boat going the other
way. The steerer on Tench looks about to put
the tiller through the window of the hire boat as
he struggles to avoid a collision and the steerer
of the hire boat looks completely panic-stricken.
One can just imagine the language that was
exchanged!
Mike Webb was a keen and talented amateur
photographer. Living from childhood near the
Shropshire Union Canal at Brewood, he
developed a lifelong interest in everything to
do with commercial canal carrying. Few of his
photographs were ever published; his two small
publications in the 1980’s have long been
almost unobtainable, and he was apparently
very protective of his private collection.

The section entitled “Brummagem Boats” is the
shortest and contains photographs taken mainly
in Wolverhampton and Oldbury rather than
Birmingham itself. Several taken in the 1980’s
shows the difficulties encountered when trying
to navigate the neglected Birmingham Canal
Navigations Nevertheless, Midland Canal
Transport, a small company run by enthusiasts,
managed to deliver Ibstock bricks to
Wolverhampton. An unusual view of Gas Street
Basin in Birmingham, taken in 1965, makes an
interesting comparison with the same place
today – one of the hottest night-club spots in
Europe! A narrow plank placed across the old
stop lock for use as a crossing place shows that
Health & Safety had not yet arrived!

Mike died in 2012 and his photographs might
have remained unseen, but for a joint project
started early in 2017 by his widow, Maria, Peter
Silvester of Audlem Mill Canal Bookshop and
Tim Coghlan of Braunston Marina. The book
has been sponsored by the Marina.
The book is exactly what it says on the cover, a
large collection of photographs, one per page,
with brief but informative captions to each one.
There is no other text apart from a foreword by
Tim Coghlan and a very brief introduction by
Pete Harrison.

The book makes very interesting reading and is
available online from the bookshop at Audlem
Mill and from other online book sellers.

The Twilight Years of Narrow Boat Carrying
Photographs from the Mike Webb Collection with
captions written by Pete Harrison.

The photographs, mostly taken in the 1960’s,
are divided into four sections: Braunston’s
Boats, Shroppie Boats, Trent & Mersey Boats
and Brummagem Boats. The first two sections
are much larger than the last two.
Mike carefully documented his photographs
and Pete Harrison has drawn on Mike’s notes
to write the captions.

Paperback, 164 pages, 90 colour photographs,
61 black and white photographs
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Reviewed by Rosalind Folwell
The Development of Colliery Company
Housing in Moira 1811-1916 is available from
LIHS at £10 (£7.50 for Members) + £2.50 p&p.
In his introduction, David Pearce puts the whole
research project into context by showing how
unused drawings, notes and photographs made
by two members of the LIHS 30 years ago
became the catalyst of this wonderful piece of
research by Dr. Wendy Freer.
Dr. Freer begins by explaining the history of coal
mining in Moira from 1804 which gave rise to
the emergence of housing and indeed, the
village. She details the expansion of the
company and the consequential increase in
housing with a list of the rented properties in
1934 in the Appendix.
Although only one set of cottages were recorded
by Mike Bannister and George Bowles in 1979
Dr. Freer has widened her research to include
three other sets of housing, producing similar
plans and descriptions for each of them. These
plans (and measurements given on the Bannister
and Bowler plans reproduced in the Appendix)
are of particular interest to those of us currently
excavating the cottages at the Califat Mine,
Swannington.
The configuration of rooms in the three oldest
rows of houses at Moira are different to those
at Califat as ours are not terraced. However, Old
Row (built 1846) and Rawdon Terrace (built
1865) are of similar age to the Califat cottages
built in 1853 and like Califat are both brick built.
Descriptions and photographs of Old Row have
a resemblance to the discoveries we’ve
uncovered e.g. the quarry tiled flooring and the
foot scraper. The ‘elevated tiled working
surface’ in Stone Row and the ‘coal heated
copper’ in Old Row are both features in the
corner of the room. Could one of these be the
explanation of the raised platform, a brick’s
height found in the Califat cottage? There are
no photographs, as yet, so comparisons with the
houses at Moira are useful.
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The most modern of the houses studied in
Moira, Station Drive (built 1915) demonstrates
improvement in housing standards and design
commensurate with the era.
The design of the houses is the culmination of
improved living conditions for miners that Dr.
Freer has demonstrated with the use of plans,
descriptions and photographs of the 19��
century houses.
Not content with the description of the houses
Dr. Freer goes onto research the social and
living conditions of the occupants. The analysis
is a gem for genealogists like myself. The
comparison of the area of living space in the
four sets of houses with the census data of
individual families shows the level of
overcrowding.
Dr. Freer goes onto look at the health of the
children in the four sets of houses. Throughout
her demographic study Dr. Freer refers to Colin
Griffin’s 1977 article “Three Generations of
Miner’s Housing at Moira, Leicestershire 18111934.” To examine his comments, Dr. Freer
draws on data in the 1911 Census. Again, these
are brought to life with census details of one
particular family. Occupations are similarly
analysed and illuminated. This journey through
time ends with photographs and reminiscences
of the people who lived in the oldest housing,
Stone Row and Old Row, in 1950’s. It is
gratifying that these photographs and
reminiscences have been kept as a record of
such historically significant houses that have
now been demolished.
The conclusion highlights the policy of the
Moira mine owners providing accommodation
in return for the loyalty of the workers. Here
the trade union movement is introduced and
the reaction of the miners to it. Here too, Dr.
Freer points out the influence of status and
rank in the mining industry relative to the
standard of housing provided. This description
and in depth look at the social conditions and
affects of four sets of miners housing during
the 19�� and early 20�� century is a fascinating
read for any one interested in social history.
Having very little knowledge of North
Leicestershire, this work has whetted my
appetite for a visit to Moira!
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Califat Colliery Dig

The Stephenson Lift Bridge

Paul Siddals, Dig Master

Stuart Warburton

One of the significant activities of LIHS is the
dig on above ground features of the Califat
Colliery at Swannington, that operated from
1855 – 1873. It was one of the many North
West Leicestershire coalmines that together
with the Swannington to Leicester railway was
responsible for the growth of Victorian
Leicester.
You may have visited the dig on one of our
open days, or you may have read about it in
previous newsletters and hence be aware that
the LIHS and Swannington Heritage Trust
diggers had already excavated and stabilised
the base of the three boilers, the boiler house,
the chimney, the engine house and the engine
plinth.
In 2017, our main focus was on:

At the Leicester City Council Heritage
Partnership Meeting held on November 13th,
Stuart Warburton gave an update as to the
progress on the rebuilding of the Stephenson Lift
Bridge, previously located at Snibston. Stuart
reported that Phase 1,which involved research
into the history of the structure and its current
condition, was now complete.
LIHS have acquired several drawings of the
Bridge, including photographs. The ironwork is
safely in storage, but not the timbers. As to
finding a home for the Bridge, an exploratory
meeting took place with the Leicester North
Project as a starter for Phase 2 of the Project to
try to determine who will rebuild it (a possible
apprenticeship scheme?) and its final home.

● The three, well attended open days, when
we provided tours for the public
● The miners’ cottages, in which we found
walls, quarry tile and brick floors, fireplaces
and, rather surprisingly, some shoes!
● The winding pit next to the engine house in
line with the shaft junction
● Five cast-iron water pipes and a small brick
drain next to a well or much older shaft
together with a brick structure that we
haven't yet been able to identify. All these
are next to the boiler house
Looking further ahead, a Phase 3 will involve
obtaining funding. Stuart reiterated that he
would like to set up a working party to further
develop Phase 2 and Phase 3. Sir Peter
Soulsby, chairing the meeting, commented on
the good progress made with the Project and
advised that council officers could be involved
with the working party, as well as Cllr Clarke as
Heritage Champion. He also agreed that
Leicester North would have some benefits as a
location.

● The ongoing tidying up and stabilisation of
the site
New evidence about the two fatal accidents in
1863 have been discovered by one of our
members. These are from Victorian
newspapers and relate a vivid account of the
winding accident that killed one of the miners
and the later flooding that killed three more.
The level of detail about these accidents makes
the causes and consequences vividly clear and
makes the people involved very real.
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Sunday April 15�� 2018

Beaumanor History Fair

Tuesday April 17�� 2018

LIHS AGM

Saturday May 19�� 2018

Sunday July 15�� 2018

EMIAC 94: Electricity from Coal flyer/booking form from LIHS
Festival of Archaeology (FoA) Glenfield
Tunnel Open Day *
FoA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Saturday July 21�� 2018

FoA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Sunday July 22ⁿ� 2018

FoA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Saturday July 28�� 2018

FoA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Sunday July 29�� 2018

FoA Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Fri. 31�� Aug. – Tue. 4�� Sept. 2018
Saturday September 8�� 2018

AIA Annual Conference, Nottingham
University**
HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Sunday September 9�� 2018

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Saturday September 15�� 2018

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Sunday September 16�� 2018

HOD Glenfield Tunnel Open Day *

Saturday October 6�� 2018

EMIAC 95: Market Harborough. Flyer and
booking form available soon
Barry Kendall, The 1�� Passenger Fatality
on the L&SR & its impact on improving
Railway Safety
Adrian Lane, The River Soar, Leicester & its
River
LIHS Members Evening

Saturday July 14�� 2018

Tuesday October 16�� 2018

Tuesday November 20�� 2018
Tuesday December 18�� 2018

*For the Festival of Archaeology & Heritage Open Day Tours of the Glenfield
Tunnel 2018, bookings are only accepted via lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com or by calling
Chris Hossack on 0116 2415153 stating preferred date, time and names in party.
All places for Tunnel Tours must be booked in advance.
**See .http://industrial-archaeology.org/aia-annual-conference-2018-nottingham/ for more details.

LIHS TALKS: From October to April, LIHS meet at St. Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's
Avenue, Braunstone Lane, LE3 3FT generally on the third Tuesday of the month.
Refreshments from 7.00pm with lectures beginning at 7.45pm. Please check Winter
Programme page at www.lihs.org.uk for any late changes.
And finally, don’t forget the Swannington dig on the 2ⁿ� Tuesday of every month come rain or shine!
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