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A View from the Chair
This is a fine piece of research and more details
can be found on our website.

Chris Hossack
The summer of 2017 has seen LIHS take even
more people into the Glenfield Tunnel than ever
before. Actual numbers for this year are 1093
as compared to the previous year of 937, and
that was with a double page centre spread
feature in the Leicester Mercury. A huge thank
you to our team of volunteers who have given
up weekends to make all this happen.
Refinements in the tunnel this year have
included Bill’s gates, David Pearce’s three pop
up banners, extra lighting at the entrance so
whatever the weather we can sell our
publications in the dry and shelter groups when
they arrive from the car park at the Co-Op. As
well as the Archaeology Fortnight weekends
and the Heritage Days we have had a number
of specials including U3A groups, National Trust
groups and the Hall School. If you belong to a
group and you think they might be interested,
do get in touch.

Talking of websites and Dr Wendy Freer, we
owe a huge debt of gratitude to Wendy for
maintaining the LIHS website for the last 15
years. She asked recently if she could be
released from this task, and I am delighted to
report that my daughter Sally Hossack has
taken on this very important job.
One publication which continues to sell well is
the late John Briggs’ Bulletin 21. ‘That Fine
Bunch of Boys at the Mill. Steel Tube Making
at Desford,’ and we were saddened to learn
recently that Betty his wife passed away quite
suddenly. We send our condolences to the
Briggs family.
Our Winter Meetings Programme has some
fascinating speakers; our first Adam Goodwin,
on October 17�� will be speaking about the
Records Office at Wigston with particular
emphasis on the Industrial Archaeology
material available. Again, all details on the
website. Do come and join us and why not
introduce a friend as well.

In preparation for tours a complete survey was
conducted of the whole length of the tunnel,
all ventilation and excavation shafts were
photographed, their condition noted,
temperature and air quality recoded, so that a
comprehensive report could be written up by
David Lyne and delivered to the City Council
who own it, in order that remedial work can
take place. I should hasten to add that we were
accompanied by a licensed bat expert in order
to go the far end, although no bats were seen
as they use the tunnel for hibernation over the
winter.

The newsletter under the direction of David
Pearce continues to develop, and I consider this
to be another fine example of the quality of
material which he has been able to bring
together to produce a well researched
collection of articles. Enjoy.

These events allow us to showcase our
increasing range of publications, and sales are
impressive. This year our collection of books
about the Leicester Swannington Railway was
added to by the publication of ‘West Bridge
Wharf and Station. The story of the first
Railway Headquarters in the Midlands’ written
by Paul Banbury and reviewed very well by Mr
Leicester, which created a flood of orders. Just
off the press is Bulletin 22, The Development
of Colliery Housing in Moira 1811 – 1916 by Dr.
Wendy Freer.

PS we may not have found evidence of any bats
in 2017, but we did find our first mushroom!
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Showcasing our Industrial Heritage

warehouse and offices for the American-based
Pfister & Vogel Leather Company.

Sally Coleman

Alexandra House – Once described as “one of
the finest warehouses in the country”, it was
constructed originally to store bootlaces for Faire
Bros. Ltd, then one of the largest boot and shoe
lace manufacturers in the world.

By the middle of the Victorian period, the use
of canals and railways had enabled the output
from the industrialisation of Leicester to be
distributed far and wide. Factories were being
built, employing the many thousands needed to
support the burgeoning economic expansion of
the City. Hosiery, textiles, and footwear became
the major industrial employers, quickly followed
by foundries and engineering companies that
designed and built the machinery needed to
keep pace with ever increasing demand for
consumer products. Earlier on in the year, I met
with Sally Coleman, Heritage Manager at
Leicester City Council, primarily to discuss the
heritage interpretation panels springing up all
over City, and asked her to put together a few
words on how the City Council were celebrating
our industrial heritage - Ed

Friars Mills – This cluster of historic buildings
forms an important link to Leicester’s textile
heritage. Friars Mill, built around 1794, is one of
the city’s earliest factories.
King Street – Around 1850 this area was popular
with hosiery merchants, many of whose names
can still be seen on the street’s former factory
and warehouse buildings. Behind number 54 are
Cramant’s Cottages, industrial workers homes
built around the 1820’s.
Portland and Hawthorn Buildings – The
Hawthorn Building was once a technical and
design school set up to raise the standard of
industrial and commercial design in the town.
The Portland Building was once the Portland
Shoe Company factory.

If walls could speak, the heritage buildings of
Leicester could tell some remarkable stories.
Sadly, they can’t and as a result the public often
remains unaware of their historical value and
the contribution they have made to the story
of our City. The 115 heritage interpretation
panels around the city and its historic villages
are a means of revealing the fascinating stories
behind Leicester’s built heritage and several
them specifically interpret Leicester’s industrial
heritage. The panels are colour coded by theme
or time period, helping to make the
connections between the buildings they
interpret much easier.

Glenfield Tunnel – When it opened in 1832, this
was the longest steam railway tunnel in the
world. It was an integral part of the Leicester to
Swannington Railway that was engaged in
transporting coal mined in the North-West
Leicestershire coalfields to the wharf at West
Bridge.
The Shoe Trade Hall – This building in St James
Street was built in 1902 for the local branch and
national headquarters of the National Union of
Boot & Shoe Operatives.

It was difficult to shortlist 10 buildings that
would represent a flavour of Leicester’s rich
industrial past but after consultation the
following were selected:

Abbey Park Mills – Built in 1923 for the Wolsey
Company, then the region’s largest hosiery firm,
the underwear made here was of the finest
quality. Wolsey underwear was selected by Scott
and Amundsen for their 1911 race to the South
Pole.

82-86 Rutland Street – Better known today as
‘Maker’s Yard’, this building is part of
Leicester’s hosiery story and the earliest
surviving example of an unpowered hosiery
factory in the East Midlands.

British United Shoe Machinery Company – At
one time, the BUSM was the world’s largest
manufacturer of footwear machinery.

Pfister & Vogel Warehouse – This striking
building, linked to the footwear industry, was
originally constructed in 1923 as a leather
4
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Detail (above) from the industrial heritage panel situated
outside of the The Shoe Trade Hall building in St James
Street seen here on the left.
By 1870, shoemaking had become the largest source of
employment in Leicester. The Hall was built in 1902 for the
local branch and national headquarters of the National
Union of Boot & Shoe Operatives.
More information about the project and a full list of the
heritage interpretation panels can be found on the Visit
Leicester website: visitleicester.info/things-to-see-anddo/heritage/heritage-panels/

One further panel that might be of interest to LIHS Members is the West Bridge Station panel (part
of the Thomas Cook’s Victorian Leicester series). It helps to provide a context to the short length of
platform in Rally Park, built as a reminder of the fact that The Rally was created on what was the
southernmost part of the Leicester & Swannington Railway and what was to become the Midlands
biggest railway complex covering 24 acres, or about the size of nine full-sized football pitches!
In future editions of the LIHS Newsletter, it is hoped to provide more of a potted industrial history
surrounding each of the buildings selected by Sally. Since putting this together, Sally has taken up a
position at the County Council where, as Strategic Tourism Manager in the new Place Marketing
Organisation, she will be seconded back to the City Council to work at joining up of the tourism dots
in one of the first Combined Authority initiatives.
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A Chance Meeting at the Dig

University. Fortunately, the task of finding my
ancestors was made relatively simple because
unlike me, now living in Leicestershire, my family
had never strayed far from their roots in London
and we made some fascinating discoveries as we
peeled their history back to before the 16th
century.

Paul J Read
By chance, Chris Hossack, LIHS Chairman,
recently met with a visitor to the dig site who
was researching ‘a great grandfather who was
a carpenter from Bolton, and who died when
the Califat mine was flooded’ It transpired that
the visitor, Paul Read, is the stepfather of
Andrew Rose, 4th Great Grandson of Jeremiah
Rose, one of those killed in the disaster…...

“Having no children of my own, my ‘line’ is now
at an end, but my 30 year-old stepson from my
second marriage had shown more than a passing
interest in the results we had achieved. This led
Colin Berridge, my research partner, to suggest a
few months ago that he should undertake some
initial research into my stepson’s ancestry. This
would be fairly straightforward to begin because
my wife and a half sister to my stepson from his
late father’s first marriage were able to provide
details of the preceding two generations.

On October 7th, 1863, men working
underground at the Califat Pit, Coleorton
observed a trickle of water coming through the
wall and although carpenter Jeremiah Rose
tried to plug the holes, the trickle rapidly
became a flood, as water rushed from the
abandoned workings of an adjacent pit. At first
it was feared that at least six men and twentynine horses had perished but, while the number
of equine victims was accurate, three of the
assumed human fatalities were rescued alive.
Rose died, as did Thomas Bird, leaving fifteen
fatherless children among them, while the other
victim, Harry Clements, was little more than a
child himself. In January 1864, mine manager
Julius C. Ibbotson Bailey was charged with wilful
neglect in respect of the disaster [at Califat] and
appeared before magistrates at Ashby-de-laZouch. He was found guilty and fined £15, with
an additional £6 10 shillings [£6.50] costs. The
fine was divided among the families of the three
deceased.

“Both of us being retired and as my wife would
say, with too much time on our hands, within just
a few weeks, we were looking at a family tree that
went back into the 17�� century, partially again
because the family had not strayed very far from
their roots in Leicestershire. Then, at the
beginning of June this year I called into see Colin
and he drew my attention to one particular
ancestor in my stepsons’ tree, his 4�� Great
Grandfather. He remarked “I’ll bet that Andy will
be pleased with that, he has a 4�� Great Granddad who was a carpenter like him. It’s in his
blood!”. Later that evening, we again looked at
this ancestor and Colin remarked that he couldn’t
understand the circumstances of his demise: “He
is buried very close to his home in Belton but two
facts need looking into. Firstly, he was only 40
years old at the time of his death in 1863 and
secondly, he appears to have died in Swannington
– there is a reference to a colliery that I don’t
understand, he was a carpenter, not a collier”. He
added “You’re the terrier when it comes to
Internet research, off you go!”

Source:‘A Grim Almanac of Leicestershire’
(Nicola Sly, 2013)
Following his visit, Paul sent the following:
“A few years ago, conscious that I knew very
little about my ancestors, I sought the help of
a close friend who had several decades of
experience in researching family history. We
started out with only a single photograph taken
in 1918 which included my father, who was
then aged around five, most of his twelve
siblings, his mother and his father. A couple of
years of research followed, during which time
I also undertook an online course in
Genealogical Research with Strathclyde
6
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“Also over that weekend, Colin and I realised
that we were approaching June 13�� – the
second Tuesday in the month – a day that
would see the diggers from LIHS & SHT at work
on the excavation site.

when water broke in from the former Limby Hall
mine”. Further searches on “Limby Hall” and
“Califat Mine” both referred to in the article,
provided links to both the Swannington Heritage
Trust and the Leicestershire Industrial Heritage
Society’s websites. We rapidly became
completely absorbed in what we were reading.
We transcribed the various hand drawn maps of
the Swannington site onto Google Earth images
to have an actual aerial view of the precise
location and used Street View to identify the
public access point that we would need look for
should we visit the site.

A serious piece of mis-management
occurred at Coleorton colliery in 1863,
an inundation of water, which drowned
three men. The colliery workings had
been adjacent to those of a neighbouring
drowned out mine since 1857 and the
danger of flooding had been avoided by
boring into the old workings and letting
out the water just as fast as the pumping
engine could drain it. In 1863 a change
of manager occurred and the boring was
neglected with the result that the water
burst into No. 8 stall and drowned those
present.

“Printing and archiving each precious page of
information as we went along, we realised that
such a devastating incident directly involving
their ancestor was going to be of enormous
interest to my stepson, Andrew Rose and his
sister Nicola. Slowly, we unravelled the story of
the calamitous ingress of water into the mine
where so many were working in October 1863.
How Jeremiah Rose had been tasked with trying
to stop the flow and how water finally broke
through elsewhere and trapped the three who
were eventually found to have perished while
others were thankfully rescued.

From ‘The Leicestershire & South
Derbyshire Miners Volume 1 1840-1914’
(Colin Griffin 1981)

“Not knowing what kind of reception two
‘nosey’ strangers might get from a such an
obviously enthusiastic and dedicated team, it
was with a little trepidation that we arrived at
the site mid morning on 13�� armed with
camera and notepad. However, any
reservations that we had were immediately
dispelled and we were greeted cordially by
several members from both Societies who,
when we explained our purpose, went to great
lengths to ensure that our visit was made more
than worthwhile. We were given a guided tour
of both the Hough Mill and Califat sites which
we found fascinating and we were able to take
many photographs of the excavation work and
of the memorial, which have been passed on
to the Rose family. I cannot adequately express
my thanks to the Societies’ members for the
welcome and for the insight that they gave us
on that initial visit or for the amazing work that
is being undertaken at this historic site, which
I hope will be able to continue for the benefit
of everyone until beyond the foreseeable
future. We unfortunately had to leave all too
soon but are looking forward to a return visit
with two of Jeremiah Rose’s Great, Great,
Great, Great Grandchildren later this summer”

“We read with ever growing interest about the
excavation work being undertaken at the colliery
site and of the memorial to the three victims of
the disaster. We also read that an invitation had
at some point been extended to descendants of
the victims to make contact. Before we knew it,
it was 2 a.m. and long past both our bedtimes,
but I for one, hardly slept that night!
“We had decided to break the news to the family
members and to find out if they would be happy
for me to make contact on their behalf, but we
also wanted to visit the site for ourselves so that
we could report to them with ‘first-hand’
knowledge. Over that weekend, I spoke to both
Andy and Nicola at some length and I am pleased
to say that both were not only keen to learn
more about the events at the Califat Colliery but
were also happy for me make contact on their
behalf.
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Paul J Read at the memorial to three
who died on October 7�� 1863 when
water broke in from the former Limby
Hall mine.
Henry Clements (16) Pony Driver
Thomas Bird (41) Deputy, and father
of 10
Jeremiah Rose (40) Carpenter, and
father of 5

Heritage, What Heritage? Part 2
The National Trust closed George Stephenson's birthplace in Wylam at the end of January for the
remainder of 2017. During this temporary closure, the Stephenson collection will be moved for
safe-keeping and cared for by specialist conservators. The cottage itself will continue to be maintained
by the NT. This historic house, which attracted visitors from near, and far, was a great attraction to
Tynedale for walkers, runners and cyclists. This decision wasn’t just a huge setback to the Wylam
community, but an insult to our industrial heritage. Although the response given by the CEO Helen Ghosh,
who coincidentally, has since resigned, was very vague confirming that ‘during the temporary closure,
the National Trust intended to consult as widely as possible’ as to the future of George Stephenson's
birthplace, I can’t help feeling that we have been here before. Lift Bridge ring any bells? The 18th-century
stone cottage has been owned by the NT for almost 70 years.

The cottage at Wylam, on the
banks of the Tyne and just over
10 miles from Newcastle, was
the birthplace of railway
pioneer George Stephenson
(1781- 1848). It was his home
for the first eight years of his
life.
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Colliery Housing in Moira 1811-1916

study of the former inhabitants of these
dwellings.

David Pearce

Over the last 35 years many people have
become more aware of the area known as the
Ashby Woulds principally with the redevelopment of the Moira Furnace site; it’s
associated lime kilns, tramways and canal. It is
worth noting that Marilyn and David Palmer
along with Dick Thomson, Dennis Baker and
Mike Bannister pioneered all of the exploration
and excavating associated with Moira Furnace.

Towards the end of 2016, LIHS Member Alan
Brittan gave LIHS a manila folder replete with
notes, photographs, maps and most intriguing
of all, a series of highly detailed hand drawn
plans of colliery housing from Moira, in North
West Leicestershire. I say intriguing, because
these drawings, depicting dwellings largely built
in the middle to late 19�� century, are so detailed
as to show not only the physical dimensions, but
also location of air bricks and the number of pots
on each chimney stack! They were obviously
created with great diligence, and most
surprisingly, had lain largely untouched for the
last 30 years or so.
The originators of the drawings and associated
notes and photographs were compiled in the
latter half of the 1960’s by Mike Bannister and
the late George Bowles. Both were members of
the (then) recently formed Leicestershire
Industrial History Society, and incidentally,
participants in the First 3-year Industrial
Archaeology Certificate Course organised by
Leicester University. Their tutors were Marilyn
and David Palmer, who greatly influenced their
course of work and study. Mike, originally from
Dewsbury in Yorkshire, was appointed in 1964
as Principal Sales Manager for the National Coal
Board covering Leicestershire and the East
Midlands. Always keen on coal mining history,
he was soon involved with LIHS and was
appointed Secretary in its important formative
years. Now retired, Mike still actively participates
in various industrial history events and is
currently the Archivist for EMIAC. George Bowles
unfortunately died several years ago, but is still
remembered with affection for his enthusiasm
for the industrial history of Leicestershire. We
are pleased that LIHS has been given permission
to publish his works in Bulletin 22 by his relatives.
While their work at Moira focused on Old Row,
Newfield, LIHS Member and noted historian, Dr
Wendy Freer, has expanded the original work by
Mike Bannister and George Bowles to include
examination of the former miner’s dwelling at
Stone Rows, Rawdon Terrace and Station Drive,
and included a new section on a demographic

Sketch map of Moira showing the housing
looked at in this study.
Dr Wendy Freer
Since Mike and George began their pioneering
work over a quarter of a century ago, a section
of the once partly derelict Ashby Canal from
Moira to Donisthorpe has been restored and
re-watered. Together with the Moira Furnace,
both a short distance away the Newfield Pit,
they provide a fitting historical and economic
backdrop to the development of the colliery
houses at Moira. But perhaps more
importantly, this LIHS Bulletin adds relevance
and context to those seeking to understand
more about the human aspects of the
Industrial Revolution.
The Development of Colliery Company Housing
in Moira 1811-1916 by Dr Wendy Freer, LIHS
Bulletin 22, will be available in Autumn 2017
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Promoting LIHS

LIHS is a long established local society with
upwards of 100 members. Our remit is to
develop and exploit the industrial history of
Leicestershire, and as such, we have been
exploring other ways to promote ourselves
that add to our existing marketing presence
gained through print, digital, and social media
sources.
To complement this activity, we have decided
to invest in a set of three pop-up banners, for
which Paul Banbury has designed the artwork.
With a common look and feel, one banner
describes our aims as a Society; the second is
to illustrate our primary activity – that of
escorting tours into the former steam railway
tunnel at Glenfield, and the third is intended
to be a catch all for the things that LIHS get
involved in. Principally this is Industrial History,
Projects, Industrial Archaeology & Research,
and Heritage Awareness. They will also serve
as an aide-memoire to make sure we project a
consistent message to existing Members and
to those that may wish to join. Of the many
events that LIHS attend, either formal or ad
hoc, they should also reflect the image of the
Society that we are aiming to further develop
over the coming years.

Who we are…..
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Need I say more?

….and everything else we do!
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Be Inspired!

In Tim’s view, the BUSM BHSS10 Goodyear Sole
Stitching Machine was, and still is, the absolute
peak of mechanical engineering.

Burt McNeill and Tim Watt
The British United Shoe Machinery (BUSM) Ltd.
was a world-renowned Leicester company that
for most of the 20th century was the world's
largest manufacturer of shoe machinery. At its
peak, in the 1960’s and ‘70’s, it was Leicester’s
biggest employer, employing around 4,000
locally, 9500 worldwide, exporting almost 60%
its shoe machinery to more than 50 countries.
The brains behind ‘the BU’ was Charles Bennion,
who set up Pearson & Bennion Ltd., making,
selling and servicing simple British-made
machines to the local shoe industry. The
Americans were technical leaders in the field at
the time, and Bennion obtained a license to
import, and subsequently make locally,
American designed machines. This venture was
so successful that the United Shoe Machinery
Corporation of Boston, Massachusetts took an
increasingly larger financial stake in the
Leicester company, eventually absorbing it into
the world-wide family of USM companies where
it subsequently dominated the shoe machinery
business worldwide for the next 75 years. The
acrimonious collapse of the UK company in
2000, and its journey into administration in
2006 gave birth to a new company, Advent
Technologies Ltd, formed by former workers of
BUSM to provide technical support, advice and
spare parts for the range of BUSM machinery.
The BU History Group, established in 2012, was
set up by a group of ex-employees of the BU who
manage the website (www.buhistory.org.uk),
and organise meetings with the aim of collecting
and sharing information about the BU, its
history and significance with a particular
emphasis on the people who were once part of
the BU. – Ed

The BUSM BHSS10 Goodyear Sole
Stitching Machine Project

Historically, shoe-making through the first half
of the 20th century was very machine intensive.
Machinery so designed focused on firstly, the
mechanising of hand-work, and secondly, by
combining successive mechanical operations
into fewer and fewer machine types. The
numbers and types of machine a shoe factory
needed depended on the construction of the
type of shoe being made. The most demanding
of shoe construction processes, the Goodyear
welted construction process, is one of the finest
methods of shoe construction. It was invented
in 1869 by Charles Goodyear Jr., son of the
chemist and manufacturing engineer and
developer of vulcanised rubber, Charles
Goodyear. This welting process is still used in
high-class men’s shoes today whereby there are
something like 45 separate operations to make
a Goodyear welted man’s shoe.

In April, Burt McNeill BU Archivist along with
former BU Manager, Tim Watt, gave a
presentation to LIHS Members on the BUSM
No 10 Stitcher Project, a project for which he
hopes to get funding. The focus of the project
is an innovative shoe stitching machine that
attaches the upper and sole of the shoe that
was developed by the 1940's by Tom Kestall,
Chief Designer at the time.
12
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Benefits that would accrue on the back of the
project, if successful, include:

Roughly 35 of them have a machine type
dedicated to the task. It was this field of variety,
complexity and ingenuity that the Americans
initially dominated. They prepared the
development foundations for families of sewing,
nailing, forming, cutting and shaping machines.
The challenge for Tom Kerstall and his team was
one of process improvement: achieve a
consistent thousand stitches per minute;
augment 16 motions through one stitch, and
control the thread at such high speed through
soles up to 25 mm thick! The result was the
BUSM No. 10 High Speed Goodyear Welt
Stitching Machine - IE the BHSS10. By the late
1950’s, the BHSS10 became the main workhorse
in welted shoe production in the USA, the UK
and many overseas markets. BUSM built the last
batch of new machines from scratch in the
1980’s. The BHSS10 is still being re-built, traded
and operated in modern shoe factories in the
UK and the USA. The nature of the machine is
such that it has always had significant appetite
for spare parts, and this market has supported
several small businesses in both countries. A
company in Kettering specialises in this trade
and has recently carried out development work
to incorporate a modern electric motor control
system on the original mechanical structures.

·

Creation of undergraduate teaching
aids relating to mechanism design for
young engineers.

·

Ability to document the design methods used by mechanical engineers before the arrival of computers.

·

Capture and illustrate the extraordinary achievements of the Leicesterborn Chief Designer and development
engineers.

·

Memorialise the technical abilities of
the BUSM Company, and the skill of
the people who worked there.

·

High-light the economic importance of
the shoe-making industry to the City
and County.

This would not be a greenfield venture.
Manuals, original piece part drawings exist, as
do assembly general and general arrangement
drawings. Existing machines are still being used
and maintained. Spare are still be made, but
perhaps most important of all, skilled expertise
in fitting, assembling, maintaining and
operating exist – but for how much longer?

The overall objectives of the project are to
acquire and display a machine in running order
to be housed at a suitable seat of learning. Tim
envisages visual explanations and a
demonstration capability that would clearly
illustrate the design and development of this
purely mechanical high-speed mechanism, the
intricacies and outputs of which are yet to be
surpassed -even after 80 years!
If Tim’s project is successful, he believes that the
outcome will be to not only enhance the
technical reputation of the engineers at the BU,
but should enthuse the next generation of
mechanical engineers who, in Tim’s mind, cannot
fail to be inspired by this masterpiece of
mechanical engineering.
If you would like more information on the
Project, Tim Watt MA, CEng, FIMechE can be
reached at tandcwatt@ntlworld.com

A simple(!) linkage mechanism
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Jessop & Appleby Bros., Leicester & London
Bruce W Ward
In the Spring 2017 Newsletter, under the title of
Industrial History and Rabbit Holes! we
published the story of crane makers Jessop &
Appleby Bros., and the Leicester link to the
historic port of Hobart in Tasmania. Since the
article was published, permission has been given
by the widow of the author of the original
research, Bruce W Ward, to reproduce the paper
put together by Bruce on the history of the
25-ton travelling steam crane built by Jessop &
Appleby in 1898 - Ed

This same design formed the basis for
breakdown cranes supplied to The Taff Valley
Railway in 1899, and the Alexandra Docks
Railway in 1904.
Makers. Charles Appleby, formerly of Appleby
Brothers London, entered a partnership with
Joseph Jessop & Son of Leicester in 1896, titled
- "Jessop and Appleby Brothers Ltd". (see
Maker's Background). Charles Appleby was a
father of the British crane trade, and companies
related to him built railway, contractor's,
floating, Goliath, gantry and Titan cranes. They
also built harbour, port and civil engineering
plant, bridges, stationery engines and pumps and
slipways for works in Egypt,- Batavia, Libau [in
Latvia], the Canaries, the Caribbean, Spain, the
Black Sea, South America, and the Suez and
Panama canals .These achievements were
unmatched by any other British firm.

Background. By the 1890's, Hobart's ability to
take increasingly-large ships, meant the port
needed a large-capacity crane, but few makers
of the time supplied cranes large enough to
meet Hobart's requirements. Cowans, Sheldon
[ & Co.], for example, did not build such until
1910. Ransomes [ and Rapier] made a 25- ton
jib-crane for block-works at Mormugao in 1883,
but that type could not handle the inevitable
150% overload with a foreman watching for
rear wheel lift-off! Indeed, most port heavylifters were fixed cranes of the James Taylor or
Fairbairn type, and other large cranes needed
blocking up. However, in "Appleby's Illustrated
Handbook" of 1897 was shown a 25-ton
"Jessop" coal-loader. It is certain the Tasmanian
Government Engineer, who was consulted
about this purchase, had access to this
handbook, and in December 1897, the Port
Authority placed an order with Jessop &
Appleby for - "a heavy lift crane to provide
facilities for unshipping heavy machinery'.

Description. Travelling slewing steam-crane with
non-luffable mixed X-lattice and plate-braced jib
with curved jib‐head, FOB London ₤2,310.
(Equivalent price today ca. £260K – Ed). Its
factory order number was 3/ 98 and it was built
in 1898, arriving in Hobart late 1899 and was
erected by January 1900. Weighing in at 85 tons
unladen, this compact but massively constructed
machine could travel and slew full circle with a
25-ton load at 30 feet. The 7’-6” final gear and
6-foot brake were trademarks of the heavy
Jessop crane. The single track, double 4-wheel
“bogie” carriage with pitch chain drive was
unusual, as while seemingly pivoted on massive
bolts at [the] apex, the bogies are actually fixed
by heavy inside gussets to prevent movement:
Also fitted to the 1897 Handbook crane.
Importance. This crane is unique in the world,
no other of type being preserved elsewhere.
Condition, is good apart salt corrosion of
maker’s priming. The new light grey paint colour
is not original, but those responsible for this
preservation are to be congratulated.
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Appleby Brothers opened a separate works at
East Greenwich in 1878, and the partnership
with Jessop’s ended in 1880. A later firm Appleby Brothers Ltd - failed in 1889. However,
in 1896 Charles Appleby formed a fresh
partnership with Joseph Jessop and Son
becoming - “Jessop and Appleby Brothers Ltd”.
In 1906, most likely under Vickers sponsorship,

Specification.
Engines: Horizontal pair; disc flywheels; 9” bore
x 18” stroke.
Boiler: 75 lbs; 4’-3” x 9’-6”.
Superstructure: Iron plate 4’-9” between on
cast-iron bedplate; 4 sections bolted together.
Iron counterweights rear 5t-2cwt; underhung
2t-18cwt.
Water: 225 gallons.
Main final gear: 7’-3” PD; 122 teeth; Drum 2’-4”
dia. Bevel dog slew; 2-speed lay shaft;
Stephenson’s reverse all motions. Two-part
slew-race; steel tapered rollers 2 front, 2 rear;
on steel ring c 11 ft. dia. Curb ring rack gear 10
ft. dia, 168 teeth.
Carriage: 8-wheeled 4-bogie (fixed) circa 14 feet
square. Iron plate on cast bedplate; Single rails
c. 14 feet gauge.

Jessop and Appleby Brothers Ltd was joined
with the Glasgow Electric Crane & Hoist Co. (a
Beardmore entity). In 1907 Appleby’s Ltd was
combined with “Temperley Transporter Ltd” to
become "The Appleby Crane and Transporter
Ltd" in a bid by Vickers to create a business
which they could divest without further losses.
Further falling crane sales, and losses in
Beardmore, caused Vickers to liquidate the
company in 1910, selling the remnants to Sir
William Arrol Ltd as their "Crane Division".
These built Hammerheads and other hoisting
plant until the mid-1920’s.

Maker’s Background. Ryder and Jessop (later
Joseph Jessop / Jessop & Son) of Leicester built
steam cranes to their own designs and those of
Appleby Brothers, London, from 1862 or even
earlier. Charles Appleby had filed a seminal
patent for 4-motion cranes in 1865, and in 1866
formed a partnership with Jessops - "The London
Steam Crane and Engine Works" - based at
Leicester.

John Steeds, Appleby historian, writes that the
Leicester works were closed by Arrols in March
1912.

Left side view showing the
Jessop & Appleby legend
plate, main drum gear
and other controls.
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SRS Bonchurch Street Foundry: 1919-2016
David Pearce
By early 1919, output at Russell’s foundry in
Bath Lane had reached 44 tons/week and was
wholly inadequate to meet the needs of their
customers. One customer particularly, the
British United Shoe Machinery Company, had
been buying castings from Russell’s for almost
30 years. Charles Bennion, Managing Director
of the ‘BU’, actively encouraged the expansion
of Russell’s casting capability by way of a
promise of more orders if they were indeed
serious about expanding their foundry
business. Much of the confidence displayed by
Sam Russell, son of founder Samuel Russell, was
down to the unfailing friendship and support of
Charles Bennion. For example, when the
question arose of whether the new Bell
telephone could be afforded at Bath Lane, it
was Bennion who said: "Go ahead Sam, I'll send
you enough orders to pay for it!" So, when
discussions were taking place on whether or
not to build a large new foundry, Charles
Bennion, with the purchasing power of the BU
behind him, offered Sam his full support.

power rationing aggravated the position. It was
an inauspicious start to the next 96 years of
production.
The foundry buildings at Bonchurch Street were
extended by stages and the development was
largely completed by 1936 with the erection of a
bay to produce heavy castings. Bonchurch Street
also housed the Structural Steel Department for
the design and erection of steel frames – one
example of which was main stand at Leicester
City Football Club, then at Filbert Street.
Over the following decades, business at Russell’s
fluctuated along with the rest of the British
economy. By the 1960’s the industrial landscape
of the UK had begun to change dramaticallyintense competition from abroad, contracting
markets, inflation and poor employer/employee
relations all contributed towards a period of
industrial and manufacturing instability. Major
rationalisations began to occur in British
manufacturing, with companies merging,
diversifying, or simply being acquired to achieve
economies of scale and combat the growing
competition.
Following a set of good financial results in 1965,
B. Elliott & Co, a London based machine tool
group and one of the UK's largest independent
machine tool manufacturers bought the share
capital of Russell’s and it became one of the many
companies in the Elliot stable of notable British
machine tool manufacturers that included Butler
Machine Tools, Snow & Co., Elgar Machine Tools
and Press and Shear. My own view is that Elliot
purchased Russell’s for their foundries, and were
not particularly interested in the engineering side
of the business. As a result, the whole Russell
business began to suffer, not helped by
increasing competition from goods and services
produced in lower wage economies. Elliott’s,
along with many other manufacturing
companies, suffered contraction in its machine
tool business, but did continue to invest in the
foundry business.

The decision was made in favour, and in May
1919, S. Hibbert ‘Bert’ Russell and his brother,
W Sidney, two of Sam’s four sons, negotiated
the purchase of 21 acres of land at the eastern
end of Bonchurch Street, together with a
considerable frontage to Repton Street, at an
average price of 9/9 d (slightly less than 50p!)
per sq. yard.
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In the notes in support of the acquisition to the
London Stock Exchange that harked back to the
origins of Russell’s, Chamberlin plc released the
following statement:

Bonchurch Street managed to buck the trend
for a few years, at least, until December 2016
when Chamberlin & Hill announced that all
foundry production was to cease forthwith.

“Russell Castings is one of the principal UK iron
foundries involved in the production of high
integrity spheroidal graphite ductile iron,
austempered ductile iron and grey iron castings
primarily in the weight range of 1 kg to 500 kg.
Russell Castings is a well-established business,
having traded for over 130 years since formation
in 1864. In 1953 Russell Castings was one of the
first foundries in the UK to actively promote the
sale of ductile iron castings and from that time
has been recognised for the commercial
development of the full range of ductile iron
materials”

On a visit to the Bonchurch Street site in early
August, the auctioned plant and equipment
were awaiting collection. The demolition crews
were busy dismantling the buildings. The
Bonchurch Street foundry did not quite make
its 100�� birthday, and as the wrecking ball
brings down the last of the buildings, another
piece of our industrial past becomes yet
another memory.
Oh, and the old canteen building in Bath Lane?
Still standing, as of writing. Lintels over the two
doors with the SRS logo and year of build, the
only evidence remaining.

Together with the Bonchurch Street Foundry, all
that now remained of S Russell & Sons was their
old canteen building in Bath Lane, the rest
demolished in readiness for redevelopment.

A view from Repton Street showing the demolition team going about their
business. The Repton Street Foundry, built in 1935 and running parallel to
the Bonchurch Street Foundry, was reorganised in 1952 and it's its foundry
activities incorporated into those of the Bonchurch Street Foundry.
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The River Soar is in the background alongside ‘G’, that for obvious reasons was called the Riverside Shop!
In the foreground is what is now Rally Park. At the time this photograph was taken, it was once part of
the largest railway complex in the Midlands that had its origins in the Leicester to Swannington Railway.

The distinctive SRS logo was reputedly
developed by Philip Morris, Transport
Manager and Buyer for the Foundries.
Philip joined SRS in 1946 and spent 33
years with the Company, retiring in
1979. (The SRS archives courtesy of
Chris Morris)
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The Glenfield Tunnel - An LIHS Survey for Leicester City Council, August 2017
David Lyne & David Pearce
The following is an extract from a report delivered to LCC in August in response to concerns regarding
the overall condition of the Glenfield Tunnel. LIHS took this unsolicited action following a walk to the
Leicester end of the Tunnel in July. As outlined below, both LCC and LIHS are keenly aware of the
safety aspects in escorting visitors into the Tunnel. This article concludes with four key observations.
The Reports detailed observations and recommendations will be available shortly.
2017 is the 5�� consecutive year that LIHS, on behalf of Leicester Council, have opened the Glenfield
Tunnel to visitors. In that time, we have escorted upwards of 3500 visitors into the Tunnel. As with
the Council itself, our priority is the safety of our visitors, ensuring that both the Tunnel floor, and
the air quality in the Tunnel is at an acceptable level. LIHS is also aware that the Tunnel is a bat
sanctuary, and as such, we take great care so as not to disturb their habitats.
This year, to August, more than 300 visitors have taken advantage of our scheduled openings. Bookings
are healthy for the September Heritage Days, and a visit has been scheduled for 60 pupils from the
Hall School in Glenfield later on in September.
Before opening the Tunnel in 2017 to visitors, it was felt that a review of the state of the housekeeping
of the Tunnel should be conducted following an initial visit to the tunnel in early May during the bat
survey, where debris and ventilation shaft blockages were noticed.
The survey took place in and involved walking the length of the Tunnel to note, and report, on any
visible signs of inherent pollution arising from debris being deposited down the ventilation shafts,
and identifying which shafts required cleaning out in order to sustain the air quality throughout the
Tunnel. The primary objectives in carrying out the survey were to identify potential hazards and
assess the air quality in the Tunnel, and report back to the Council on a ventilation shaft by ventilation
shaft basis. For each air shaft, photographic evidence was taken, together with the results of air
quality monitoring, temperature and carbon monoxide readings.
The survey, was not intended to replace any statutory Safety or Structural survey that might be
necessary at certain intervals along the Tunnel.
The key observations, set out below, are supported by photographic and tabulated evidence and
set out in a 28 page booklet.
● The clearance of the internal grills will
probably require a specialist portable
platform access to enable the hinged safety
covers where fitted, to be safely unfastened
allowing the accumulated debris to be
cleared from the shafts.
● The satisfactory results from the continued
air quality measurements confirm that the
removal of the thin steel panes from the
doorway at the Glenfield end following
repair to the damaged gates, is resulting in
a satisfactory air flow. This, however, could
be compromised by the accidental (or
otherwise) blocking by debris of just a few
of the Grade II listed above ground chimneys.

● It is recommended that the action to clear
the blocked, and partially blocked, air shafts
should take place in October immediately
before bat hibernation in November.
● Removal of the remainder of the
(presumably ex- Marconi Radar) heavy
duty copper cable which has attracted the
thieves on 2 occasions should also be
considered.
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Arthur Edwin Richards 1856-1933

posing for the photograph in a large walled garden
after a game of croquet . The top-hatted figure
standing at the left hand side is unmistakably the
same person, William Richards in the news-letter
photo. It would have been taken before the four
deaths in the family, when they were living at Phoenix
House on Loughborough Road. It is possible to
identify some of the immediate family in this
photograph.

Janet Bradshaw
In the last two issues of the LIHS Newsletter, we
featured the engineering and iron foundry
company, Richards of Leicester - perhaps better
known as ‘Bungy’ Richards. In March of this
year, Tony Pugh and John Douglas presented
both the history of the company and their own
personal recollections at one of our Winter
meetings. We were privileged to welcome to
this meeting some of the descendants of the
Richards family - Janet having travelled up from
Surrey. She has sent LIHS the following relating
to Arthur Edwin Richards (1853-1933), youngest
son of William Richards (1815-88 - the founder)
and poses the question: what happened to him?
This family history is still work in progress, and
we look forward to see what else they can
unearth- Ed.

The newsletter mentioned that nothing was known
of Arthur Edwin's later years. Around the time of its
publication we had been following a lead through
our family oral history. Together with what we
learned from census records and a later discussion
with Johnathon Richards, a fourth cousin, we have
pieced together some detail and have aired
possibilities.
The education and career of Henry William Hall
Richards is documented in an obituary in Grace's
Directory. Arthur born in 1855 was seven years
younger than Henry. Arthur married Elizabeth
Benford and lived near the Richards foundry in
Leicester where in 1880 his first child Elizabeth was
born. His occupation listed in the census of 1881
was an iron founder. In 1884 Grace's Guide named
the partners in the company of William Richards and
Sons, Structural Engineers as H.W.H Richards , William
Richards and F.H. Richards. Arthur would have been
28 years old and had not become a partner. By the
time of the 1891 census he was living in Skegness
with five daughters. Other census details showed the
family moved house at least twice before their only
son William Benjamin was born in Skegness. One
daughter was born in Peterborough, another in
Bewick, Cambridgeshire.

Arthur Edwin was the third son of William Richards
1815-1888, who began the business of William
Richards and Sons in 1844. William and his wife
Elizabeth had nine children; their three sons
William Benjamin, Henry William Hall and Arthur
Edwin all worked in the foundry. William
Benjamin the eldest son died in 1873 at the age
of 29 (we have not yet discovered whether he
married and had children). In the early 1870's
Leicestershire had two epidemics, smallpox and
influenza and mid-century also had a series of
extremely cold winters. Between 1871 and 1875
William suffered three more bereavements, those
of a young daughter Sara, his wife Elizabeth and his
mother Mary. He is buried with these four
members of his family in St. Peters, Belgrave.

Why the move from Leicester and eventually to
Skegness ? Arthur 's fourth daughter Frances was
asthmatic (Arthur and Elizabeth eventually had eight
children). The Victorians thought sea air was a cure
for asthma. Although this was not so, removal from
the polluted environment of an industrial area
gave asthmatic people relief. Which year they
moved from Leicester hasn't yet been pinpointed,
William Benjamin Richards (named for his deceased
uncle) their second to last child and only son, was
born there in 1892. Our oral history has it that
Arthur became a hotel proprietor. His father had
died in 1888.

While researching our family history (we are
descended from Ethel Mary Bird nee Richards,
Arthur Edwin's third daughter) we came across the
LIHS website and were excited to learn of the
forthcoming lecture on Richards of Leicester,
Engineers and Iron Founders. We down-loaded the
article in the newsletter with the photograph of
William Richards, our great great grandfather and
his son Henry William Hall Richards. A carte de
visite passed down to us from Ethel Mary dated
1864, showed a large group of seventeen people
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How Many Bricks?

Did the death of his father and his daughter's
health influence the move and a new beginning?

David Ramsey

The family had moved back to Leicester by the
1901 census. Perhaps the hotel business had
failed ? The 1911 census shows they had returned
to the Melton Rd/Loughborough Rd area and
records Arthur's occupation as an engineer. They
were living at a sub post office. Oral family
history has it that Frances, who never married,
ran a post office. Our father/grandfather, John
Richards Bird (son of Ethel Mary) lived there
with his grandparents and later on the
Narborough Rd. where he went to school. An
account from a second cousin Dorothy Bird, gave
Arthur Edwin's burial place as Saffron Hill Cemetery,
Leicester. Research on the web showed the
cemetery was dedicated early in the 1930's.
This led to the discovery of the registration of
Arthur's death at Blaby in 1933. We have now
found the family grave which holds
Arthur,Elizabeth his wife (Betsy), Frances and Ada,
his two unmarried daughters. We spent a sunny
morning recently removing anthills and weeds and
realigning the curbs at his final resting place. Ada
and Frances had lived together at 6, Howard's
Way, Glen Parva, Maybe their parents had lived
there also?

This is an interesting extract from A Gazetteer
of Brick and Tile Works in Hampshire by W. C.
F. White, provided courtesy of David Ramsey.
We normally tell visitors to the Glenfield Tunnel
that more than 5 m bricks were used in its
construction, based on a rule of thumb, fag
packet calculation. Seems that we were a little
out, or maybe W C F White was……..
“The growth of railways in Hampshire provided
much work for the brick industry. Stations,
occupation bridges, tunnels and viaducts were
built of brick and there are references to local
brickworks providing the materials. Engineering
bricks had been developed in the north of
England, and were used in tunnels and retaining
walls where greater strength was needed. The
works of Mr. Church at Durley in 1901 supplied
bricks to the Meon Valley Railway. At Fareham,
the building of two viaducts gave considerable
impetus to the trade. A mile of tunnel used
approximately 14 million bricks, a bridge over
a road 300,000, and at one time the railways
were probably using a third of the total bricks
being produced in the country. The works at
Fareham supplied bricks for the forts being built
around Portsmouth and Gosport and also the
docks at Portsmouth and Southampton. The
Victorian era provided much work for the
industry with workers' housing being erected in
long terraces, factories for the expanding
industries, churches using banded brickwork for
decoration, large hotels for the railway
companies and prestige offices for banks and
insurance companies, and the building of
theatres. The two world wars reduced
production when men were drafted to the
forces”

Reading the LIHS newsletter, attending the
lecture and being put in touch with Johnathon
Richards through the speaker at the spring
meeting, John Douglas, has moved us on in the
search for our forebears. We hope to fill in more
early detail and would particularly like to know
where William Richards served his apprenticeship
(possibly with Corts?), and his father's occupation.
The early days of foundries in Leicester are very
interesting.
LIHS would like to thank John Bird, Janet
Bradshaw and Jannene Ceeney Bird,
descendants of Arthur Edwin Richards, for sharing
this piece of their family history with us - Ed
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Here he oversaw the construction of new
housing for the colliers, the introduction of
electric street lighting in Newbold, the
provision of mains water and the
introduction of pit head baths.

The New Lount Colliery Heritage Trail
Bill Pemberton
The Newbold Heritage Group officially opened
a new heritage trail, the New Lount Colliery
Heritage Trail, on Saturday 13th May. This will
be an additional major attraction to the New
Lount Nature Reserve and is about 3 miles
North of Ashby de la Zouch. New Lount Colliery
operated from 1924 to 1968 and at one time,
was the most productive pit in Leicestershire.
The trail is about ½ mile long and consists of
seven detailed display boards describing:● The Colliery, its history and a timeline.
● Colliery Waste and By Products, including
stoneware clay, waste from the washery,
foul air and water.
● Underground Activities that lists the seams
that were worked, mining methods, and the
dangers of working underground.
● Surface Activities that includes a detailed
surface plan of all the various buildings, and
describes the washery, engineering services
and medical facilities.
● Colliery Transport Systems gives an
overview of surface operations, and the
role of railways and lorries in transporting
coal.
● The workforce. It gives numbers of men
employed at the pit over time and describes
the daily routine for miners. Included are
quotes from miners about working
underground.
● Frank Hodges. Frank Hodges was, to say the
least, an interesting character. Born in
Gloucestershire in 1887, he moved to South
Wales and worked in the coal mines there.
He became active in the trade Union
movement. He rose to become Secretary
of the Miners Federation of Great Britain,
later becoming a Labour MP and a member
of Ramsey McDonald’s short lived first
Labour Government in 1924. After losing
his seat, in 1933 he was appointed
Chairman of the Leicestershire Colliery and
Pipe Company, the owners of New Lount
Colliery.

Frank Hodges (1887 – 1947) was an English trade
union leader, who became General Secretary of
the Miners' Federation of Great Britain. A
Member of Parliament for only one year, he was
Civil Lord of the Admiralty in the first Labour
Government under Ramsey McDonald.

The boards are well illustrated with
contemporary photographs and memorabilia.
The site of New Lount Colliery is now a nature
reserve and as well as the Colliery Trail, there are
numerous longer trails and boards describing the
wildlife in the reserve. Following the closure of
New Lount Colliery in 1968, only a few traces of
the Colliery and its buildings survive.
You can find more information about the nature
reserve at www.leicscountryparks.org.uk/lountnature-reserve/. Note that the car park closes at
4pm. You can find more information about the
Newbold Heritage group and the colliery trail at
www.newbold.g-forbes.co.uk/index.html
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West Bridge Wharf & Station

This book, published by Leicestershire Industrial
History Society, brings the story of this
important historic site to the attention of a
wider public with a veritable treasure trove of
fascinating detail and illustrations. It gives a
brief summary of the history of the railway as
a whole, which is well documented elsewhere,
and then moves onto a detailed description of
the site and its development from the earliest
days in 1830. An article written some time ago
by Tony Brooks, a driver on the railway, is then
reproduced, followed by a short piece about
the Stephenson Lift Bridge and its recent
demise after the closure of Snibston Discovery
Museum. Finally, a timeline of the L&S Railway
and two modern photographs showing what
can be seen today conclude the book.

Reviewed by Wendy Freer
Driving over West Bridge or visiting Rally Park
in Leicester today, few people would realise that
it was once the site of a 24 acre railway
complex, the first and largest in the Midlands.
It formed the Leicester terminus of the Leicester
& Swannington Railway, the third oldest railway
in the world.

As well as a wealth of photographs showing
buildings and trains, which have long since
vanished, the book contains many fascinating
details. I was particularly interested to read
that, as recently as the Second World War,
horses were used to haul wagons over the lift
bridge as locomotives were not allowed on the
bridge. Tony Brooks had personal memories of
this and was able to describe how crafty and
clever the horses were! It was amusing to read
about the disdain in which passengers were
held by the railway company in the early days.
They didn’t even trouble to build a platform at
West Bridge until 1876 and, in the early days,
when the train got to Bagworth, the passengers
had to get out and walk up the incline. I was
also amused to read that the first covered
passenger coaches were 1�� class between
Leicester and Bagworth but 2ⁿ� class between
Bagworth and Coalville. Did that reflect the
presumed status of the passengers expected
to travel on the two sections of the railway?

Leicester & Swannington Railway, West Bridge
Wharf and Station. The Story of the First
Railway Headquarters in the Midlands, by Paul
Banbury.
Paperback, 40 pages, 27 b&w illustrations, 17
colour illustrations, 5 maps and diagrams.
Published by Leicestershire Industrial History
Society, 2017.
£5 (LIHS members £4).
ISBN is 978-09556445-7-3

Continued overleaf
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He recounts how these nearly cost a driver’s life
when an engine broke down in the tunnel. With
not enough room to get off the engine, the
unconscious man was dragged along the
footplate to the front buffer beam by his
colleague, the fireman, who then carried him
out to safety, despite being almost overcome by
fumes himself. Quite a story!

The narrowness and low ceiling in the Glenfield
Tunnel obviously caused more than a few
issues. Wagons had to be specially built narrow
enough to fit in and Tony Brooks describes how
the brickwork in the tunnel was covered in
marks where passing vans had scraped it. The
first passenger carriages had bars on the
windows to stop passengers sticking out their
heads whilst in the tunnel and being
decapitated. The doors were also locked in the
tunnel although, from another part of Tony’s
article, it is clear that there would not have
been room to open the doors in the tunnel even
if they had been left unlocked. He also
describes how unpleasant it was on the
footplate and in the guard van because the
train would not reach sufficient speed to leave
behind smoke and fumes

The author obviously felt that such a small
publication did not merit a contents page or
index but I would have liked to see some sort of
bibliography or indication of sources for the
content. Nevertheless, this is an excellent piece
of work that I can thoroughly recommend.

Stephenson’s Comet, the first steam locomotive to haul passengers through the
Glenfield Tunnel en route to Bagworth on July 17�� 1832
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The Industrial Archaeology of Shropshire

One minor criticism is that there aren’t many
maps and unless you are very familiar with the
geography of Shropshire you could have little
or no idea where many of the villages etc he
mentions are, (however he does give a grid
reference for most features described.). Also it
is not clear whether some of the features
describes are still extant.

Reviewed by Bill Pemberton
Considering that Shropshire was and is a
predominantly a rural county, it is rather
surprising to find that it is home to a
considerable amount of industrial archaeology.
Most people are familiar with the various
museums and other preserved buildings in and
around Ironbridge, whose importance has
resulted in them being designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. However as this book
shows there is much more to see and explore
from an industrial archaeology point of view.
Iron is probably the most well-known
manufacturing process carried out in Shropshire
but there were also copper furnaces and lead
smelting. Manufacturing industries include,
glove, shoes, tanning, textiles, porcelain and
pottery, glass, wood products and a wide range
of food processing activities. The Sentinel
Wagon works that made, steam lorries and
railway engines was also based in the county.

In summary, this book contains a wealth of
information about industrial archaeology in
Shropshire and shows that there is much more
to be discovered. Also, at only £15, it is excellent
value for money. Anybody with an interest in
Industrial archaeology planning a trip to
Shropshire should certainly take this book with
them.

Barrie Turner has produced many books on
industrial archaeology and Shropshire and as a
result he is well qualified to produce this
volume. It is well researched, well written and
above all comprehensive (the list of the sites of
watermills etc. in the county runs to over 20
pages!).
It is always difficult knowing how to structure a
book covering the industrial archaeology in a
particular area. Barrie Trinder has opted for
setting or landscapes; in the countryside, in
market towns, in coalfields, in the uplands, and
along transport corridors. This works well, and
makes each chapter relatively self-contained.
Three separate indices (personalities, places and
subjects) enable you to find your way around
the book fairly easily since some topics inevitably
are covered in more than one section. The text
is not limited to just describing the buildings or
industries, but looks at wider social issues such
as housing and workers. He makes good use of
old census data to give an idea of how important
certain industries were in their locality.

The Industrial Archaeology of Shropshire by
Barrie Trinder is published by Logaston Press
296pp, £15
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Allen’s of Mountsorrel
Paul Banbury, co-author
This is the story of Charles Allen who rose from
a difficult start in life to become a very
successful businessman, entirely through his
own determination to prosper. Born in
Uppingham but moving to Leicester as a child,
he began his working life at a Leicester factory.
Later, he moved to Mountsorrel to open a
small cycle repair workshop in the village. From
this small beginning, he expanded through
being a taxi proprietor, to becoming the owner
and operator of three independent bus and
coach companies in Leicestershire.
These Bus companies were Allen's of
Mountsorrel; Soar Valley of Syston and Kemp
& Shaw of Leicester, and together formed one
of the largest independent bus groups in
Leicestershire.
On Mr. Allen's early death in 1955 the stage
operations were sold to Midland "Red" but
the coaching business survived under the
aegis of his former manager, Greg Preston
until the mid 1960’s.

This 100 page A4 book is available from the
publisher, at paulmediaco@yahoo.co.uk

This detailed history includes the early story of
the first bus in the county at Loughborough and
of Charles Allen's transport operations and his
links with other operators. It details his astute
dealings with the "All-consuming" Midland
"Red."

Normal price £16 but discounted to £14
for LIHS members. p&p, if required, is £2.50.

Paul is a Member of both LIHS and the Leicester
Transport Heritage Trust; John Bennett is a
Member of the latter.

The book contains many computer coloured
photographs of his buses and coaches,
including several computer generated images
to illustrate vehicles for which no original
photograph is known. These are clearly marked
to avoid them being mis-interpreted as original
pictures. There are photos of timetable and
tickets, plus fleet lists of all his companies.

Paul’s latest book for LIHS - West Bridge Wharf &
Station - is reviewed by Dr. Wendy Freer on pages
23&24 - Ed

26

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Autumn 2017

Winter Programme 2017/18
Venue (Unless otherwise stated): From October to April, LIHS meetings
are held at St. Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's Avenue, Braunstone
Lane, LE3 3FT generally on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.
Refreshments are served from 7.00 pm with talks beginning at 7.30 pm.
Please check Winter Programme page at www.lihs.org.uk for any late
changes.
2017
October 17��

November 21��
December 19��

Speaker and Topic
Adam Goodwin, The Record Office for Leicester,
Leicestershire & Rutland - its role and
responsibilities
Dr. John Sutton, The Suffragette Movement
Members Evening

2018
January 16��

March 20��

Stuart Warburton, Medieval Leicestershire Coal
Mining
Bill Devitt, Developments at the Great Central
Railway
Bob Brechin, The History of Palitoy

April 17��

Annual General Meeting

February 20��

LIHS Excavation of Califat Colliery. The monthly meet at the
Califat excavation site continues on the 2nd Tuesday in the
month.
All help appreciated.
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Sally Hossack
www.lihs.org.uk
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David Pearce

davidpearce999@gmail.com

Secretary
David Lyne
lihs99@ntlworld.com

A few of the many
visitors to the Glenfield
Tunnel, Summer 2017
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