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A View from the Chair

Since the removal of the Snibston Museum, we
have been concerned especially about the
Stephenson Lifting Bridge from the Leicester
Swannington Railway, which graced the
entrance of the museum, and continue to have
talks with the City Museums Service as to both
continued storage of what is left, as well as
finding a site in the future to display such an
important item.

Chris Hossack
Founded in 1969, Leicestershire Industrial
History Society proudly celebrates the first 50
years of its existence this year. When Kenneth
Hudson wrote ‘Industrial Archaeology’ in 1963,
reviewers at the time described it as a
borderland between history, technology and
economics in which this mongrel half hobby, half
science of collecting and recording what remains
was just becoming established. By 2012 the
Council for British Archaeology published a
Practical Handbook No. 21. Industrial
Archaeology: a handbook, edited by among
others, Marilyn Palmer MBE, Emeritus Professor
of Industrial Archaeology, University of Leicester
which shows just how far this subject has come
over the years.

Excavation work at Swannington continues
each month and reports appear on our website
of progress. We are near to completing our
present site and are in the process of
stabilisation and interpretation before we
return to the original site, written up by Peter
Neaverson, but difficult to interpret from its
present state.
Our monthly meetings from September to April
continue to provide a wide range of topics, and
we especially look forward to hearing from
Professor Marilyn Palmer about the 50 years of
LIHS. The line up of speakers for the 2019/20
season is almost complete: more to follow as
the final slots are filled.

We are therefore delighted that Marilyn will be
giving a lecture at the start of the July
Leicestershire Archaeological Festival on
‘Leicestershire Landscapes’. W G Hoskins
described them as dull. She will show
otherwise, in an illustrated lecture at
Stoneygate Baptist Church, 315 London Road
on Wednesday 3�� July 7.30 pm. All welcome.

Two major articles in this Newsletter reflect not
only the diversity of interest in industrial history
embedded in LIHS, but also a willingness for
Members to share their individual knowledge
and enthusiasm to the wider LIHS membership.
Long standing Members Paul Banbury Building
an Electric Tramway from Scratch (pages 11-18)
and Gas in Leicester - A Brief History (pages
22-24) by Paul Siddals reflect key elements of
our industrial past: transport and power
generation and I commend the writers and the
authors for putting together two excellent
articles (we could do with more articles like
these! - Ed.)

Over the 50 years much research, excavation,
recording and study have been achieved by
members of LIHS, and although much of this is
scattered in the possession of individuals we
are currently working to digitise and bring it
together in a coherent form so that others may
benefit from what has gone before. We have
established a document ‘Grant for Permission
for Publication’ - a copy of which is enclosed
with this Newsletter. - in order to overcome
copyright issues and to conform with the 2018
GDPR Act. If you do wish to submit articles,
photographs or other media for possible
publication by LIHS, please compete the form
and return it to the LIHS Secretary. Similarly, on
page 4 you will find details of our Privacy Policy
and contact details of our data protection
officer.

Finally, it was good to see a happy outcome for
the Loughborough Bellfoundry Trust (see page
10) together with the Heathcoat and Boden
Lace factory, also in Loughborough, receiving
due recognition recently with a green plaque.
It had been a very successful factory until in
1816 a group of Luddites destroyed the
machines causing production to be transferred
to Tiverton in Devon.
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LIHS Privacy Policy & The General Data Protection Regulation
Scope

Access to your information, correction and deletion
Subject access request

This privacy policy relates to Leicestershire
Industrial History Society (`the Society’)

This is your right to request a copy of the information
we hold about you. If you would like a copy of some
or all of the information we hold about you, please
e-mail your request to Bill Pemberton.

As from Jan 1 2019 the society's data protection
officer is Bill Pemberton and he can be contacted
by e-mail at billpemberton@talk21.com.

We want to ensure the information we hold about
you is accurate and correct, if you consider your
personal information requires correction or deletion,
please e-mail Bill Pemberton with details of your query.

What information we collect about you and
why
The society, as a data controller, is bound by the
requirements of the General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR).

Objections to processing of personal data
It is your right to lodge an objection to the processing
of your personal information if you feel the 'grounds
relating to your particular situation' apply. The only
reason we can deny your request is if we can show
compelling legitimate grounds for the processing,
which overrides your interests, rights and freedom.

You agree that we are entitled to retain your
personal contact information provided with your
application for membership.
How we use the information about you and
why

Data portability

The Society takes your privacy seriously and will only
use your personal information for Society
membership administration and keeping you
informed of society events.

It is also your right to receive a copy of the data we
hold for you in a structured, commonly used and
machine readable format.

Our lawful reason for processing your personal
information is 'legitimate interests'. Under legitimate
interest we can process your personal information
if we have a genuine and legitimate reason and we
are not harming any of your rights and interests.

Your right to be forgotten
If it is your wish for us to delete your personal
information we hold about you, please e-mail Bill
Pemberton with your request.

Your name and contact details will be retained on a
members database which is only made available to
committee members. All committee members are
made aware of the need to be cautious in the
handling of your contact details and your contact
details will never be given to third parties for
marketing purposes. If you resign from the society
your contact details will be automatically removed
from the society database.

Complaints
If you feel that your personal data has been
processed in a way that does not meet the GDPR,
you have a specific right to lodge a complaint with
the relevant supervisory authority. The supervisory
authority will then tell you of the progress and
outcome of your complaint. The supervisory
authority in the UK is the Information
Commissioner's Office.
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Leicester Museums Update

It was stressed, however, that it would be
necessary that LCC took an active leadership
role if a Lift Bridge working party was put
together. To date we have received an
acknowledgement of our proposals and await
further developments.

David Pearce
At the LCC Heritage Partnership Forum on
December 3�� 2018, Joanna Jones, Head of Arts
and Museums, and City Mayor, Sir Peter
Soulsby, gave a presentation on the Museum
Transformation Project and the future of the
City Council’s Museums. They detailed the
Council’s commitment to continue managing
and investing in the Museums, referencing
recent projects and investment. Attention was
drawn to the potential for looking at the way
spaces were being used across the museum
estate with a view to freeing up more space for
exhibitions. The presentation also explored the
arguments as to whether some historic
buildings were the most appropriate places for
housing artefacts that may, or may not, be
related to the building in question. The highly
varied levels of visitor numbers across the
various facilities in the City also figured in the
Council thinking.

Below are extracts from the December 3��
presentation relating to the Abbey Pumping
Station. The full presentation can be found on
our website lihs.org.co.uk

From the LIHS perspective, collection disposal,
particularly the technology collection and our
concern regarding the lack of specialist
curatorial knowledge and consultation was a
major concern - particularly regarding the Abbey
Pumping Station and the Stephenson Lift Bridge.
As a direct result of this presentation, David Lyne
Stuart Warburton and Chris Hossack met with
Joanne, and members of her team on December
5�� at the Town Hall to discuss how LIHS might
possibly assist in helping to develop the
Museum vision with regards to the Abbey
Pumping Station, its proposed displays and their
interpretation. Similarly, the Stephenson Lift
Bridge, which was subject to a previous Forum
meeting held in 2017 where the idea of a joint
working party was floated. This initiative seems
to have fallen by the wayside and needs a fresh
impetus. (A further meeting on the Lift Bridge
has now been scheduled for March 13�� –Ed.)
LIHS would obviously be happy to convene this
group and work in partnership with the City
Council's Museums, or another department.
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2018 Glenfield Tunnel Overview
Report to the LCC Heritage Partnership
The summer months of 2018 given over
to providing tours of the Glenfield
Railway Tunnel for the fifth year running.
Leicester City Council, who own the tunnel,
have cleared all the ventilation shafts
airways, replaced the grids over the
shafts airways inside the tunnel and
cleared out the accumulated rubbish.
Improvements have been made to the
floor surface together with the
repointing of the capping stones of the
portal. This work was carried out based
on survey information provided by LIHS
and the Council and its agents are to be
congratulated in working with LIHS in a
speedy and efficient manner to remedy
the issues previously raised by LIHS in
respect to the condition of the Tunnel.
However, there is still an outstanding
issue with the boundary. It has not yet
been secured to prevent entry and
subsequent vandalism, which together
with the dumping of garden rubbish still
presents an ongoing problem. We trust
that this outstanding issue can be
resolved during the close season. Year
on year growth between 2017 and 2018
shows an increase in visitor numbers of
393, a 35% increase over the number of
visitors recorded in 2017. A concerted
awareness campaign during the earlier
part of the year obviously worked and
we would naturally aspire to exceed this
number in 2019.

Getting ready for 2019! As we go to press, 2000
Tunnel flyers are on their way to outlets across
the City and County announcing our dates and
opening times for 2019. As the Report to the
LCC Heritage Partnership showed, visitor
numbers grew by 35% over 2017 - so the
challenge for this coming year is to continue to
increase the number of visitors to this historic
site. As usual bookings are only accepted via
lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com or by calling Chris
Hossack on 0116 2415153 stating preferred
date, time and names in party.
For further details, please go to Page 27
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Under the Floorboards at the Former Stibbe HQ
David Pearce

On seeing the article in the Spring 2018 Newsletter on G Stibbe & Co., Steven Peachey, Heritage
Assistant of the Directorate of Library and Learning Services at De Montfort University forwarded a
photograph showing a recent find at the former Stibbe Group Head Offices in Newarke Street. Still
easily distinguishable towards the top of Newarke Street, the site was first occupied by Stibbe’s in
1906 and used as depot to house American built knitting machinery for onward shipment to Europe
and the Commonwealth. The building we see today was completed in 1924 and became Group
Headquarters in 1971 in the wake of a general rationalisation within the group of companies under
the Stibbe banner, and a stock market floatation.
Following the collapse of Stibbe, the building was put to a variety of uses and today is home to several
apartments - in one of which the find was made, thus completing the circle that links directly back to
the former Stibbe hosiery business.
According to Steven, the discovery of the needles and buttons was made under the floorboards in the
apartment, and the resident, having been made aware of our article, thought it worthwhile to make
Steven, and LIHS, aware of the find. We have not yet managed to date the finds with any certainty,
but suffice to say that as hosiery machine building, sales and marketing were all based in Newarke
Street in the late 1940’s, there is a fair bet that they are from that period - unless of course we can
come up with a more accurate date.
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Since the first EMIAC in 1970, LIHS has organised
and hosted the following Conferences and around
Leicester and the County:

EMIACs - A Potted History
David Pearce
The East Midlands Industrial Archaeology
Conference (EMIAC) holds Heritage Days every
six months which are open to anyone with an
interest in the subject. The first conference was
held in Leicester in 1970 with the theme of
"Industrial Archaeology - A Policy for the
Future".

● Stockings & Bread (1973)
● Bells, Boats & Ballast (1975)
● Leicestershire Roadstone (1978)
● The Leicester & Swannington Railway (1980)
● The History, Excavation & Restoration of Moira
Furnace (1985)
● A Stitch in Time (1988)
● A Brush with Transport (1991)
● Coalville - The Pits (1994)
● Leicester’s Water Supply Industry (1998)
● A Taste of Melton - Pork Pies & Stilton Cheese
(2001)
● Pottering Around Ashby (2004)
● The Foxton Lock Flight & the “Thomas” Lift
(2007)
● Swanning Around Swannington (2010)
● Manufacturing - Past, Present & Future (2013)
● New Sights at Old Sites (2015)
● Keeping One in Suspenders! ( 2018)

EMIAC is the oldest and most continual of the
British regional industrial archaeology
conferences. Although no formal organisation
exists, the sponsoring bodies: LIHS, the Society
for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology, the
Industrial
Archaeology
section
of
the Derbyshire Archaeological Society , the East
Midlands Group of the Railway and Canal
Historical Society, the Nottinghamshire
Industrial
Archaeology
Society
and
the Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeology
Group get together twice a year to report on
the last EMIAC and to oversee the organisation
of future conferences.
Other IA groups now exist around the country,
but none has managed two conferences a year
for 25 years. The secret of EMIAC's success lies
in the interim meetings of sponsoring society
secretaries and representatives, and also an
EMIAC fund which is passed from one
organising society to the next, giving a float to
pay deposits for room hire and printing costs
for example. Surplus funds built up in the
EMIAC float has been used to make grants to
support small IA projects in the region, such as
the restoration of a waterwheel in Lincolnshire
and continuing work on the Swannington
Incline.
Specialist groups have also organised certain
EMIACs - for example, the Tramway Museum
Society, the Peak District Mines Historical
Society and the British Brick Society. Each
EMIAC incorporates a business meeting, at
which the participating societies report on
activities within their own counties or spheres
of interest, so all have an idea of what the other
groups are doing, thus helping to unify the
organization. A joint programme of
forthcoming events is circulated at each
conference.

The first EMIAC referred to above was held at
the New Walk Museum on December 12�� 1970.
It was not recorded how many delegates
attended, but after a somewhat late start at
11.30, the first session was an illustrated lecture
by Mr. George Cossons: Industrial Archaeology,
a policy for the future. As is usual with
conferences today, a short biography of the
speakers are normally provided, but nothing
apart from the typed agenda exists so one must
assume that the speakers were well known in
their particular fields of expertise.
The afternoon sessions included a business
meeting to ‘hear and discuss a report and the
recommendations as to the forming of a standing
conference meeting once or twice a year’. As we
now approach the 96�� EMIAC, I think we can
safely say that the EMIAC concept can be
considered as a great success!
For the final session of the day, plans for an East
Midlands Museum of Technology to be based in
Leicester were put forward by Mr. T. A. Walden.
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EMIAC 96
Saturday May 11th 2019 at Kirby in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire
Event Organiser: Railway and Canal Historical Society – East Midlands
Group
Conference Programme
Kirby in Ashfield was once an important centre of coal mining and railways in west Nottinghamshire,
with three active coal mines and several railway junctions. The former Mansfield and Pinxton Railway
opened in 1819, connecting the Cromford Canal with Mansfield, passing through Kirby in Ashfield. The
Erewash Valley line was joined here by the later Midland Railway line from Nottingham. The Great
Central Railway main line passed to the south-west side of the town and had a double junction with
the Great Northern Railway Leen Valley Extension line to Langwith Junction and the Mansfield Railway
to Clipstone. British Rail rerouted lines in the area in 1972 to eliminate level crossings and the Robin
Hood Line opened in 1993, utilising the routes of several earlier railways. This relatively small area thus
has a rich industrial and historic past.
The conference programme is:
09:30 Registration and coffee
09:50 Welcome
10:00 Coal Mining Link with the Mansfield and Pinxton Railway.
10:45 Break
11:15 Josiah Jessop and Early Railways
12:00 EMIAC Business Meeting
12:30 Lunch
14:00 Site visit to Portland Park
16:30 Close of conference.

Attendance at the EMIAC’S is by advance booking only. The cost is £20.00 and includes morning
refreshments, lunch and car park. Tea will be available at the end of the afternoon session.
Please book by 26th April 2019. Bookings cannot be accepted after this date. EMIAC 96, Saturday
11th May 2019 at The Summit Centre, Pavilion Road, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7LL. Bookings
and further details: Bob Bramson, Tel: (01773) 825 991 or by e-mail at bob.bramson@btinternet.com
Event Organiser: Railway and Canal Historical Society – East Midlands Group
ALL DETAILS ARE ON THE LIHS WEBSITE!
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For Whom the Bell now DOES Toll

Subject to a successful second round bid, work is
expected to start on the Bellfoundry in 2020.
There will be a wide range of opportunities for
people to be involved with the project at the
Bellfoundry, including heritage craft workshops,
volunteering and arts and cultural events.
Taylor’s is the last bellfoundry in Britain, the only
vestige of an ancient industry that creates bells
for thousands of buildings around the world. At
least 20 million people in Britain and hundreds of
millions worldwide hear a Taylor bell every day.
However, the purpose-built Victorian bellfoundry
is At Risk and without urgent repairs and
fundamental changes to engagement, this
incredible asset, part of our culture, will be lost
together with the loss of traditional
craftsmanship. Commenting on the award,
Andrew Wilby, a Trustee of the Loughborough
Bellfoundry Trust said “We are delighted that we
have received this support, thanks to National
Lottery players. We are looking forward to
developing our proposals further to save this
national gem, securing the future of bellfounding
in the UK and underpinning the future of the
English Art of Change-Ringing across the world”

David Pearce
In the article, For Whom the Bell doesn't Toll on
page 26 of the Autumn 2018 Newsletter, we
stated that Taylor's Bell Foundry in
Loughborough, whose heritage extends back to
the 14th century, had failed to secure Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) funding to help secure its
future.
As luck would have it, an
announcement by the Bellfoundry Trust on
October 2nd signified that they had indeed
secured initial HLF funding that will allow the
Trust to exit the Heritage at Risk Register and
provide a firm basis for the future. As we had
already gone to press before this
announcement, this excellent news came too
late to for us to amend the article.
The Loughborough Bellfoundry Trust has indeed now received the first tranche of HLF
funding. The Trust has initially been granted
round one development funding of £298,600
by the HLF, allowing it to progress with its
plans. Detailed proposals will then be considered by the HLF at second round, where a final
decision will be made on the full funding of
£3.7m. for the restoration of this historic bellfoundry. Made possible by National Lottery
players, the project aims to restore key parts
of the Grade II* listed building which is currently on the Historic England Heritage at Risk
Register. The overall aim is to restore the
buildings, enhance the commercial operation,
attract more visitors and increase awareness
and understanding of the importance of Tay-

LIHS are happy to set the record straight!

John Taylor & Co. continues a line of bell
founding which has been unbroken since the
middle of the 14th Century, when Johannes de
Stafford was active only 10 miles from the site
of the present foundry. From 1784 the business
was operated by members of the Taylor family,
and in 1839 it moved to its present position in
Loughborough, and is now proud to operate the
largest bell foundry in the world.
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Cropston Reservoir and P. Stubbs

Rather than put this study back on the
shelf, planning is underway to update and
republish, so watch this space! - Ed

LIHS has been recording the industrial and
archeological history of Leicester and
Leicestershire for near on 50 years. As you
can probably imagine, this has resulted in
a veritable gold mine of studies, reports,
articles and photographs – all diligently
crafted and stored in various mediums and
waiting for someone to blow off the dust
and rediscover the past. As we take on the
challenge to create a digital archive of the
material, the task seems to grow
exponentially as more material comes to
light. It’s a bit like looking at family
photographs: the more you have, the
longer it takes to go through them as the
memories come flooding back. Such was
the case regarding the article, below, on
Cropston Reservoir written in October
2001 by a P Stubbs. It came in a box of
papers that was the home of drafts for
Newsletters articles and other abstracts
which may or may not have ever seen the
light of day. Knowing the Cropston area
well, I settled down to read it. The article
itself is somewhat scant, touching on
various topics in regard the building of the
Reservoir without ever going into detail,
and finishing somewhat abruptly. It turned
out this was probably meant as an attempt
at an introduction to an August 1983 study
undertaken by David Lyne and Jo Vivian
under the title of Cropston Pumping
Station 1866-1956. This project was
undertaken under the auspices of the
University of Leicester Department of
Adult Education, Industrial Archaeology
wing. Delving farther, it turned out that
the project was written up and now resides
in a weighty black ring binder, comprising
along with the study itself photographs,
maps, correspondence and copies of the
original legal documents that were a
necessary part of the land purchase,
design,
build
and
operational
characteristics needed to get Pumping
Station up and working.

Cropston Reservoir (Originally known as
Bradgate Reservoir)
After the 1831 & 1848 cholera epidemics,
it became apparent that disease was
directly associated with filth due to a
lack of adequate clean water supplies,
inadequate sewerage disposal and poor
living conditions. The Public Health Acts
of 1850 was designed to remedy these
ills which in part were causing various
threats to health. Many water schemes
were undertaken on behalf of local
authorities and in 1865, the Leicester
Water Works appointed a London based
consulting
engineer,
Mr. Thomas
Hawksley, to survey an area just outside
the village of Cropston.
Mr. Hawksley, who had successfully
overseen the building of the Thornton
Reservoir recommended that the
chosen site at Bradgate should be
developed and a reservoir created.
In September 1867,180 acres of land
was purchased adjacent to Lord
Stamford's deer park at Bradgate for a
cost of £24,000. Instead of the proposed
iron railings, he insisted that a stone wall
be built around the boundary to separate
the deer park from the reservoir. This
wall, 1300 yards long, was eventually
built by George Rudkin at a cost of 8/10d
per yard, or £0.48/metre.
The area had a natural valley, which
would be dammed at the eastern end
(the present Reservoir Road runs along
the top of the dam) and would be fed by
the Bradgate Brook. The existing road
from Cropston village to Charnwood
Forest was diverted in a westerly
direction so that it ran along the top of
the dam embankment. The dam is 760
yards long and rises to a height of 51 feet
at its highest point, which gives a depth
of water of 38 feet.
19

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Spring 2019
Mr. Hawksley stated that in his opinion
another 100 men could be usefully
employed and so a large wooden hut was
built on site to accommodate these men.
It was constructed using the timber
originally used to line the puddle trench.
It was also recommended that an
additional 24 Dolbin carts and 12 horses
be purchased.

The dam was constructed with a centre
core of puddled clay, obtained from 5
acres land to the north side of the reservoir,
which is still known today as ‘Puddledyke’.
The cost of the dam was £41,356 and the
reservoir £8,300 with the contract being
a wa r d e d t o Be n t o n & W o o d i wi s s o f
Derby.
When the area was flooded it covered the
old rabbit warrens together with the site
of the old park keepers house. A Mr. Joseph
Reeves was the last gamekeeper to
occupy the house. Initially 200 men were
employed by the Company, and to ensure
that they were kept in order, the Chief
Constable of Leicester wrote a letter
relating to the appointment of an
additional constable for duty at Bradgate,
whose wage would be 20 shillings per
week plus clothing, which the company
were forced to pay.

The
original
beam
pumps
were
decommissioned in 1956 and replaced by
electrically driven engines. The reservoir
was completed and in operation by May
1871.
To increase the capacity of the reservoir
the weir/bye wash was increased in
height by 2 feet in 1887 by adding
another sill (i.e. from 3 steps to 4).
P Stubbs, October 2001

Because of rising costs and the
programme falling behind schedule the
entire operation was taken over by
Leicester Corporation.

The 1864 map below is from the Study and
provided courtesy of David Lyne.
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There’s more to LIHS than just the Glenfield Tunnel

In 2017 it featured David's research into the
Roman slates of Groby and his conclusion that
the Roman slates were produced, not with
simple hand tools but by bench and cleaver
devices. "This would allow for a far greater
control of the pressure required to cut a
straight edge. and offered scope for an almost
factory like production line. In effect, simplifying
the creation of stock in advance of future
purchases. This method of production would
enable the slater to avoid lengthy periods
spent at the point of sale at Groby or Markfield
and it was these stockpiles of slates at Home Farm
(Bradgate Hill) which was the source of
attraction. Although having been buried for
centuries. undisturbed, repeated searches of the
site was considered worth the effort as distinct
from cutting new slates."

Norman Griffiths*
THE LIHS? Aren't they the people that show
visitors the GlenfieId Tunnel?
That's right, but look a little deeper and you'll
find that the Leicester Industrial History Society
is a 100+ strong group of enthusiasts dedicated
to encourage the study and recording of the
industrial past of Leicestershire.
They arrange talks, visits and field days concerned
with industrial archaeology and history and assist
members and others with fieldwork and research.
They are building a library, increasingly digital. of
relevant publications. Documentary material and
images and publish and disseminate news and
research concerned with the industrial history
of Leicestershire. And if you need something
more specific the 'industrial' in the title is the clue.
Railways, coal mines and the hosiery and industrial
companies that made Leicester prosperous are
the cornerstones of the LIHS.

On sites excavated during 2015/16, at
Bradgate Ferrets Lodge and Castle Hill, David
reports that Roman slate materials from
Groby Home Farm were found, adding that
"all indications so far pointing to slate stocks
pre-prepared some 800. or even 1000 years
earlier being used on medieval buildings".

The opening of the Glenfield Tunnel to over 3000
visitors since 2013 gives the Society a shop window
for those who didn't think that they would find
anything of interest in industrial history and
archaeology. Members have a wide range of
interests and specialties as demonstrated by the
diversity of the articles in the LIHS newsletter. These
can be read online at their website
www.lihs.org.uk. Clearly, railways are a recurring
subject. which is not surprising given the perhaps
underestimated importance of the Leicester to
Swannington line opened in 1832 and which
passed under Glenfield. Emerging opposite the
Railway Inn on Station Road the old line continues
to serve a useful purpose as a footpath and
cycleway. The new cycleway link from the disused
railway line to Groby terminates on Sacheverell
Way opposite Laundon Way.

As you walk around Leicester you cannot
avoid seeing the remains of an earlier
industrial age. Some buildings have been
sympathetically restored and put to new uses,
but others such as the old Corah building,
remembered by many for its factory shop,
have not. If your appetite is whetted for an
exploration of this heritage, then take a look at
the LIHS website. Who knows, there maybe in
their programme of events and talks that you'll
find of particular interest.
*This article by Norman first appeared
in the Mid-November edition of the
Groby & Field Head Spotlight Magazine
and is reproduced with permission.

Spurred on by the interest in the Glenfield Tunnel
a contributor to the Spring 2018 newsletter has
written about other tunnels in Leicestershire. but
the now filled Groby mineral line tunnel under
Ratby Road at the entrance to the allotments
doesn't get a mention.
It comes as no surprise to learn that Groby
historian David Ramsey is on the committee of
the LIHS and is a contributor to their newsletter.
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Gas in Leicester – A Brief History

Leicester was no different and in 1821, the
Leicester Gas light and Coke Company began
making gas at their gasworks at Belgrave Gate.
The site was chosen because it was fairly near to
and downwind of the city centre. It was also
next to the recently opened Leicester Canal
which provided an excellent source of transport
to deliver coal economically from the coalfields
in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. So, by 1822,
the Belgrave gas works with their 2 gas holders
lit the streets of the city centre by gas lamps.

Paul Siddals
At our year-end meeting in December 2018,
amongst the talks given by Members that
evening, Paul Siddals gave an overview of the
gas industry in Leicester, from its coal-based
beginnings in the 19th century through the
roll-out of natural gas in the second half of the
20th century. Paul worked for 30 years in the
Gas industry, including brief spells on the
Ambergate gas reforming plant and on natural
gas conversion in Nottingham. In the 1970’s
and 80’s he managed gangs laying gas mains
& services and repairing gas escapes in
Leicester and Leicestershire. Later he had a
senior strategic role in the management of the
UK’s high-pressure gas supply and represented
the UK at the International Gas Union, an
organisation focusing on promoting the
technical and economic progress of the
worldwide gas industry. Below is a summary of
the talk -Ed.

As demand grew, more gas was needed, and in
1877, a second gasworks was built at Aylestone
Road where the Leicester gas museum is
currently housed in the gatehouse of the gas
works. The location was chosen to take
advantage of the proximity of the canal and also
of the railways which were by now becoming the
dominant means of transporting coal. The new
location extended the area of gas supply to cover
much more of the south and east of the city.
Such was the importance of the industry that in
1878, the Leicester Corporation Gas and Water
Bill transferred all the Leicester gas undertakings.
In the County, every town also had their own
gasworks, all built at different times to different
designs for different owners and all with their
own gas distribution systems. These included
Coalville, Ashby, Melton, Lutterworth,
Harborough, Hinckley, Oakham, Loughborough
and Wigston. Similarly many villages, such as
Measham, Shepshed, Sileby, Ibstock and
Kibworth also had smaller gasworks and
distribution networks.

The importance of the gas industry to Britain’s
industrial development cannot be overstated,
but sadly, is often overlooked.
The process for making coal gas was
discovered in the 1790’s by William Murdoch
when he found that if coal was baked in a
retort, a flammable gas was produced (largely
hydrogen and carbon monoxide). The coal was
turned to coke (carbon), and the by-products
were tar and ammoniacal liquor (a
combination of chemicals, later used in the
chemical industry). Coal gas making was most
efficient if carried out continuously, but as gas
demand fluctuated, gas had to be stored in
water-sealed gas holders.

The most important part of the whole process
was the manufacture of the gas, and great
technical progress was made between 1821 and
1914 in the production of gas and its storage.
The developments in gas distribution, metering
and gas appliances were a little slower but still
substantial.

Coal gas was first used for lighting in houses of
the more affluent, and also in town centres to
reduce crime. Soon after, it was also used for
cooking, powering stationary gas engines,
heating and even as a fuel for vehicles. By the
mid-1800’s every town and many villages had
gas-lit streets, and its domestic use grew, as
did its use in offices and factories where it
could extend working hours during winter.
Even grand country houses and some
cathedrals had their own small gasworks.

The First World War created a great demand for
the chemicals associated with gas production to
produce munitions. However it also brought
serious shortages of coal, manpower and cash.
This also stopped innovation and development,
and severely limited any maintenance.
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Leicester Corporation struggled with this and
although some progress was made between the
wars, the Second World War recreated similar
shortages.

In 1959, the UK Gas Council embarked on an
ambitious 4 year project to build a liquefaction
plant in Algeria; develop the first 2 ships
especially constructed to transport LNG; build
an LNG unloading & storage site at Canvey
Island in the Thames; construct a 200 mile
pipeline from Canvey Island to Leeds in 18 inch
steel operating at 1,000 psi; and convert, some
of the reforming plants to use either oil or
natural gas in order to make town gas.
Ambergate gas works was one of them.

By 1948 the whole of the British gas industry was
on the edge of bankruptcy so in 1949, the
government had little choice but to nationalise
all 1,062 gas undertakings in the UK and place
them under the control of 12 newly formed
regional gas boards. Leicestershire was placed
under the East Midlands Gas Board whose
headquarters were at De Montfort Street in
Leicester. It is worth noting that the same
nationalisation was also needed for the coal,
railways, waterways and steel industries.

The year after LNG was first shipped to Canvey
Island in 1964, natural gas was discovered in
significant quantities in the North Sea, off the
coast of Norfolk, Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.
As natural gas has twice the calorific value of
town gas, if it could be used directly in the gas
supply system, it would double the system’s
capacity allowing for significant growth in the
industry. The down side was that the flame
characteristics were very different and it
couldn’t be burned in existing town gas
burners.

To improve efficiency small gas works were
progressively closed by the gas boards, and their
distribution systems were supplied from the
bigger gas works in the cities via medium
pressure cast iron mains. In Leicester, all the
gasworks, apart from the Aylestone Road works,
were eventually closed and supplied from
Aylestone Road. The Aylestone Road works was
also connected to the other big gas works at
Derby, Nottingham and Northampton by a 24
inch diameter cast iron main operating at 30
pounds/square inch (psi).

In 1968, it was time for an even more
ambitious project: to convert Britain to natural
gas by replacing every burner on every gas
burning appliance, both domestic and
industrial. This was the largest UK peace-time
project and was completed by 1976. It was a
huge logistical challenge as every property had
to be entered and converted on the planned
day. Each sector of the distribution system had
to be complete within a week and the whole
process had to be managed so that town gas
was still supplied to the unconverted
customers until it was their turn to be
converted.

At the same time, the National Coal Board saw
the nationalised gas industry as a captive market,
so it raised the price of coal. To address this, in
1953, the gas industry started to replace the coal
gas works with reforming plants, that were
essentially catalytic reactors, to convert oil to
town gas (with the same calorific value and flame
characteristics as coal gas). The reforming plant
at Tanner Street in Northampton was able to
augment gas supplies into Leicestershire.
At the same time, oil production in the Middle
East and Algeria produced natural gas
(methane) as a by-product of the oil wells. As
there was no way of using it, it was usually just
burnt off. As world dependency on oil grew, so
did the production of natural gas. The issue was
transportability, as it would have needed
extremely long and expensive cross border
pipelines. It was known that if methane is
cooled to -160°c, it becomes liquefied natural
gas (LNG), with a resulting reduction to 1/600 of
its original volume.

The first area to be converted was Burton-onTrent in 1968, whilst Leicestershire was
converted to natural gas at the beginning of
the 1970’s.
I fondly recall working briefly on the Ambergate
reforming plant and on conversion in
Nottingham. In the 1970’s and 80’s, I managed
gangs laying gas mains & services and repairing
gas escapes in Leicester and Leicestershire.
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In the 1990’s I changed jobs to manage the
construction of the large high pressure steel
pipelines across the whole of the East Midlands.
As I look back, I see that my whole career in the
gas industry was a time of great change. I see
that I was extremely fortunate as I had great
responsibility and freedom to do what had to be
done. There was endless excitement, and even
though the work was sometimes hard and
hazardous, the people I worked with and the
very nature of the work made it very fulfilling. I
was a lucky man.

I regularly worked 24 hours a day on gas
escapes with the ever-present danger of
working with live gas, as we never shut down
the system to atmospheric pressure, because
recommissioning would be a nightmare. If it
ever were to happen by accident, it would be
necessary to re-purge the whole system to
remove any air that may have entered, and to
ensure that every single customer’s supply was
turned
off
and
then
individually
recommissioned and re-purged.

One of the many documentary artefacts at
the Gas Museum - this published on 29��
October 1891 traces the history ‘of the old
Gas Company from its earliest days together
with a cursory sketch of the process of gas
manufacture’
To find out more, the Gas Museum on Aylestone
Road, easily identifiable by the clock tower of a
Victorian listed building which dates from 1878
when town gas was first made on the site, has
extensive records and artefacts that compliment
the article written by Paul. The museum itself was
originally the gatehouse to the gas works and still
welcomes visitors to the British Gas and National
Grid offices on the site today. The collection was
started by gas engineers when the UK was
converted from town gas to natural gas in the
1970's.

See the Gas Museum
website:
nationalgasmuseum.org.uk
for more details
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A Grand Day Out

to ensure that the day ran like clockwork – in
an age when telephone and telex were the
only mediums of communication. Having said
that, some restrictions were in place. One or
two that stick out stressed that ‘all visitors
were to be off the Camp premises by 6.30pm as
Butlin’s impose heavy fines on any person
found on their premises after this time’ and
that under the Betting Acts, day visitors were
not allowed to ‘participate in tombola or film
horse racing on the premises’ Other interesting
points found in the documentation included
reference to the fact that Butlin’s were ‘not
able to lay on any special food for babies and
anyone with very small children were advised
to take any special food with them’ and likewise, take a push chair as ‘the Camp covered a
very large area’
It is interesting to note the breakdown of the
costs incurred by Russell’s for the day. Rounded figures were:

David Pearce
In 1964, S Russell & Sons, the Leicester based
Iron Founders & Engineers, celebrated their centenary. To mark the occasion, two events were
organised. The first, a formal dinner at the
Grand Hotel in Leicester for 200 - family, employees past and present, customers, trade associations, journals and financial institutions sat
down to all enjoy a sumptuous five course meal
followed by an evening of musical entertainment. The second was a more informal affair – a
day trip to Butlin’s Holiday Camp in Skegness for
employees, retirees, spouses and families.
The outing, at a final cost to Russell’s of
£1781/6/4 (£1781.32) that covered the transport to and from Butlin’s, lunch, a show, a tea
dance and free access to all the entertainment
facilities at Butlin’s. British Railways ran two
special trains from Great Central station to and
from Skegness to accommodate the 1035 (760
adults and 275 children) that took up the offer
of a free day out. It was stressed in the letter to
employees by Chairman P.A. Russell, announcing the outing, that there would be ‘no charge
to employees for any of this’

British Railways: including road transport to
and from Skegness Station to Butlin’s: £937 –
less than £1.00 per person!
Butlin’s: £786 for ‘Camp admission and lunch.
Sundries: £58. Included under this heading
were apples, sweets, balloons and gratuities.

Considering the logistics in ensuring the day ran
smoothly, Russell’s, BR and Butlin’s all worked

According to contemporary accounts,a good
day was had by one and all!
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Reviewed by Bill Pemberton
When people mention railway
junctions they usually think of
places like Crewe, Derby, and
Clapham. However according
to John Stevenson, the author
of this book, we should now
also include Wigston in this
list, and for good reason. Four
railway lines met at Wigston,
with a total of seven junctions
linking them all together. In
addition there was a
substantial engine shed and
wagon works.

Parva” to differentiate it from the other two
stations. These three stations then closed in the
same order as they were opened, with the last
one, “Wigston Glen Parva” closing in 1968.
However this was not the end of passenger
stations in Wigston, as a commuter style station
on a new site, called “South Wigston” opened in
1986 and continues to serve the community.

The 1891 census showed a total of 340
railwaymen living in the locality employed on
railways at Wigston Junction, and the Midland
railway built a row of terraced houses for the
exclusive use of its employees. So clearly
Wigston was a significant railway town.

John Stevenson explains the history of the
development of the railways in and around
Wigston well and interweaves it with other
developments in the community. The book is well
illustrated with both historic photographs (many
of which I’ve never seen before) and
contemporary ones. He is lucky since the railway
photographer Horace Gamble worked for a while
in Wigston and used to spend his lunch hours
photographing trains in and around Wigston, and
many of these images have been used in this
book. Also there are many maps and diagrams to
help the reader understand the complexity of all
the junctions, sidings etc. The book is well set out
and presented on good quality paper. This book
is a “must have” for anybody interested in the
history and development of railways in the
Leicester area, and well worth the cover price.

It was only due to a last minute change in the
route of the Midland Counties Leicester to
J
Rugby railway that the railway came to Wigston
since the original route was to be through
Blaby, about 5 miles to the west. However the
line did pass through Wigston and it obtained
its first station, called just “Wigston” in 1840.
Wigston became a junction when the Midland
Railway decided to start their London Extension
at Wigston in 1857. Initially this went to Hitchin
to link to the GNR into Kings Cross, but later
built its own line into St Pancras. The Midland
Railway also built a new station in Wigston, and
also called it “Wigston”, the same name as the
one on the Rugby line! Later they called the one
on the London line “Wigston (LH)”, which was
hardly the most memorable name since the LH
apparently stood for “London Hitchen”, even
then by now their trains were running into St
Pancras station! Later it was renamed “Wigston
Magna”. The third station was constructed in
1884 by the LNWR on their Birmingham to

Copies of this book, priced at £25.00 + £5.00
p&p can be purchased directly from the author,
John Stevenson, at
southcurve1871@gmail.com
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Glenfield Tunnel Tours, 2019*
To celebrate the Archaeology Festival and Heritage Days in 2019, we will be opening the Glenfield
Tunnel to visitors on the following Saturdays and Sundays:
For the Archaeology Festival: July 6�� & 7��, 13�� & 14��, 20�� & 21��, 27�� & 28��
For the Heritage Days: September 7�� & 8�� , 14�� & 15�� , 21�� & 22ⁿ�
*For the Festival of Archaeology & Heritage Open Day Tours of the Glenfield Tunnel 2019,
Bookings are only accepted via lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com or by calling Chris Hossack on 0116
2415153 stating preferred date, time and names in party. All places for Tunnel Tours must be booked
in advance. We can accommodate up to 25 people on each tour. Children welcomed but must be
accompanied with an adult. Wheelchair users may be accommodated by special arrangement which
will avoid the steps encountered in the usual tour. You must notify your intention of using a
wheelchair when booking to receive full instructions. The floor surface in the tunnel is uneven so you
enter in a wheelchair at your own risk.
EMIAC 96, Saturday 11th May 2019 at The Summit Centre, Pavilion Road, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts.
NG17 7LL. Bookings and further details: Bob Bramson, Tel: (01773) 825 991 or by e-mail at
bob.bramson@btinternet.com Event Organiser: Railway and Canal Historical Society – East
Midlands Group
The New Walk Museum 2019 Birthday Celebration: Saturday 22 June 2019.
Leicestershire Landscapes. A lecture by Professor Marilyn Palmer MBE to launch the Leicestershire
Archaeological Festival. Stoneygate Baptist Church, 315 London Road, Wednesday 3�� July, 7.30pm
LIHS TALKS: Autumn 2019: From September to April, LIHS meet at St. Mary's Community Hall, St.
Mary's Avenue, Braunstone Lane, LE3 3FT generally on the third Tuesday of the month.
Refreshments from 7.00pm with lectures beginning at 7.30pm. Please check Winter Programme
page at www.lihs.org.uk for any late changes.
Date
September 17�� 2019

Speaker
Dr Wendy Freer

October 15�� 2019

Anthony Poulton-Smith

Title of Talk
Video presentations: The
Knitting Frame, The Hinckley
Hosiery Industry and the
Master Hosier
Fasteners

November 19�� 2019

Bill Pemberton

Leicestershire Railways

December 17�� 2019

Members Evening

Members Contributions

And finally, don’t forget the Swannington dig on the 2ⁿ� Tuesday of every month come rain or shine!
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There’s more to read on our
Facebook page.
Go to www.lihs.org.uk and
follow the link!
HELP! I am always on the lookout for ideas and
articles that can be included in our Newsletter.
Please send me your ideas, suggestions and any
material that you think, could form the basis of
an article that would appeal to fellow Members
- Ed

