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A View from the Chair

The team of engineers we met with were very
excited to get sight of the plans and critical
measurements and felt confident in bringing
the Lift Bridge back to life. Overall, we were
very impressed with the work completed at
Mountsorrel to date and felt that the intended
position of the Lift Bridge fitted in well with the
other buildings on the site.

Chris Hossack
The death of Paul Banbury in October last year
was a sad blow. He contributed so much to the
many LIHS activities in which he was involved,
and bore his illness to the last with
determination and courage. Tributes within this
edition indicate how much he was valued as a
colleague, and as a friend. A tribute to Paul, by
way of an exhibition of some of his work, will
be held on June 7�� at the Stoneygate Tram
Depot, 453 London Road, LE2 3JW, adjacent to
the Shell petrol station. (11.00am – 4.30pm)

Mark Temple, representing the Heritage
Centre will be updating LIHS Members at our
April AGM.
Keith Drury and David Pearce have between
them pioneered digitising our Newsletters and
Bulletins which can now be made available to
a wider public through the Record Office in a
fully searchable format. The challenge now is
where to go from here.

50 years of LIHS continues to be celebrated by
Professor Marilyn Palmer’s article covering
some of the early days of LIHS, brought to life
recently for us when she addressed our meeting
showing pictures of those who paved the way
for our Society to grow.

The archaeological dig at Swannington is
nearing completion on the Califat site, and the
creation of signs and other interpretive
material is being undertaken to ensure that
visitors will be able to understand what we
think we know, and puzzle with us on those
parts which still remain a mystery. We hope
then to move back to the original excavation
written up by Peter Neaverson, but which lacks
clarity on the ground today as much has been
filled in.

Another of our recent speakers, Bill Pemberton,
attracted a packed hall for his talk about
‘Leicestershire Railways’ which he will be
repeating on June 30�� at Stoneygate Baptist
Church, 315 London Road, LE2 3ND as part of
the Leicestershire Archaeology Festival. A
collection will be held to help towards the fund
for the restoration of Taylor’s Bell Foundry in
Loughborough.

Once the bats have had their winter roost we
will be back to Glenfield Tunnel to give tours to
the many groups including 150 scouts to date,
schools and history societies interested in
finding out about this hole in the hillside. We
will again be open to the general public during
the Archaeology Festival as well as the Heritage
Days in September. We can always do with
more help on these tours so do get in touch if
you can help at lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com
Our new banners as well as the gift of the
tunnel markers for which we are most grateful,
all go to enhance the visitor experience.

The welcome announcement just before
Christmas by LCC that the Stephenson Lift
Bridge would be rehomed at the Mountsorrel
& Rothley Community Heritage Centre brought
to an end the period of uncertainty about the
Lift Bridge since its dismantling at Snibston in
2016. LIHS were also pleased to note that the
correct procedures had been followed
regarding the handover by the City to
Mountsorrel, and that the ownership of the Lift
Bridge would revert back to City Museums in
the event of any unforeseen circumstances
regarding Mountsorrel occurring at some future
date. This had been a primary concern of LIHS.

The autumn programme includes some
excellent speakers, so why not introduce a
friend to become a member, or just bring them
along for a taster. They will be sure of a warm
welcome. Here’s to the next 50 years!

LIHS have since met with Steve Cramp and his
team to discuss the plans and related
documentation that we have in our possession.
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“Go and see Paul, he will sort you out!” - Paul Banbury 1940 – 2019
David Pearce
The first words to me from David Lyne, having ‘agreed’ to have a bash at editing the LIHS Newsletter
back in 2014. Having used MS Office applications for many years, I felt confident that MS Word would
be adequate and set off to see Paul. Quickly dismissing Word, and Microsoft generally as the blackest
of black arts, he introduced me to PagePlus - his preferred technical publication software. Over the next
few weeks he convinced me to use PagePlus, showing me proudly the publications he had diligently
produced for both LIHS and his other long-time interest, the Leicester Transport Heritage Trust. His
mastery of the software convinced me to give it a try, and 6 years later it is still my technical publication
software of choice, something that some of my LIHS colleagues still frown upon.
And I guess that this, in a word(!) summed up Paul, who died in October at the age of 79. He was someone
who was largely self-taught and could master whatever he chose to take an interest in, whether it be
motor mechanics, restoring old musical boxes, researching and writing various books on transport,
creating beautifully crafted digital images of trams and buses and his love of organ music.
He served an apprenticeship with Leicester Corporation Transport and felt more at home in a shop floor
engineering environment, rather than perhaps following a different path through life as a result of
attending Alderman Newton Grammar School. I remember seeing a small workshop in his house in
Glenfield, complete with vice, files, saws, an assortment of spanners etc.– in his house! These he used
to produce labour saving ‘gadgets’ to help produce his books, including short runs needed to meet the
last- minute demands of visitors to the Glenfield Tunnel – another passion he had throughout the years
that I knew him. Whether it was the authoring and production of many L&SR publications, maps, lighting
arrangements for the Tunnel and the creation of the ‘tunnel guardian’ (actually, a dolls head, found in
the Tunnel!) that he rigged up with spooky red eyes, he was always ready to put in a shift for whatever
was required. Indeed, during this, his last summer, he felt particularly at a loss in not being able to get
involved running the bookstall as his illness began to take a firmer hold.
Paul was born on St Patrick's Day March 17th in 1940 and lived in Leicester all his life working in and
around motor vehicles, including a spell at Hamshaw's on Parker Drive, before eventually running his
own business in Sileby restoring and selling cars until he retired.
In about 2008 he joined LIHS and over the next several years contributed both articles and lectures
on various topics to entertain and inform our Tuesday night gatherings. Latterly, he wrote a
history of the building of the Leicester Tramway system for our Newsletter. Such was the attention
to detail that Paul put into researching and developing the article, it took up most of the
Newsletter! He will, however, from the perspective of LIHS, be remembered for his prolific output
of books relating to the Glenfield Tunnel. In all, he wrote and produced at least one new
publication a year covering all aspects of the Tunnel and the L&SR, as well as annotating and
printing maps all geared to providing as complete a picture as possible for the Tunnel visitor
during the summer openings. He also provided advice and editorial assistance to others within
the Society that wanted help with their technical publications.
Barely a month before Paul passed away, and typical of the man, was his response to a note from
LIHS Member Peter Firth following a party of visitors that arrived unexpectedly at Hough Mill,
Swannington aboard a 1949 Bedford 29-seater coach. The full story is covered on pages 5&6, but
suffice to say, Paul’s fascination with motor transport and his reply to Peter only confirms what
David Lyne said: “Go and see Paul, he will sort you out!”
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Paul Banbury and his other passion

The same body was made by other body
makers, such as Mulliner, under license to
Duple. Later OWBs had basic upholstered seats.

Bill Pemberton
On Sunday September 8th 2019, LIHS member
Peter Firth was helping out at one of the
Heritage Open Days at Hough Mill, Swannington,
when an unexpected party of 24 visitors aboard
a vintage 1949 Bedford 29-seater coach that had
come all the way from Winchester turned up to
view the Mill. The coach was originally from the
Isle of Wight, but now resided in Winchester. It
was primarily used for weddings and apparently
it costs £650 a day to hire. With a maximum
speed of 40 mph it must have been a leisurely
journey. But as you can see from the
photographs, it was in excellent condition. The
photograph and Peters notes were sent to Paul
Banbury since we knew he had a keen interest
in such vehicles. By the next day Paul had sent
me the following:

Post-war, Bedford had a distinct advantage
over other chassis manufacturers by having
readymade, a modern coach chassis (it always
had an overhead valve engine while other
manufacturers still used the inefficient side
valve arrangement) which could be returned to
production very quickly. Thus, the post-war OB
became by far the most popular small coach
chassis ever. Most carried the Duple "Vista"
coachwork which was designed specifically for
the OB chassis, but some carried coachwork by
many of the alternative coachwork
manufacturers such as Willowbrook and
Burlingham. Some were made with single-deck
bus bodies (rather than coach bodies) for use
on regular "stage" services. Quite a lot of the
wartime utility OWBs were rebodied post-war
with Duple Vista coachwork since the chassis
were virtually identical. Post-war, the OB was
produced from 1945 to 1950 when it was
replaced by the also very successful SB series,
a larger coach made to satisfy increasing
demand for coach travel.
[The next day, Paul he sent the following
supplementary information]

Thanks, Bill for the email and lovely pictures of
the Bedford OB, a bus or coach chassis
introduced in 1939 and the most produced single
deck bus and coach chassis of all time.
The OB was produced by the commercial branch
of Vauxhall Motors under the trading name
"Bedford", at Luton. The Vauxhall produced
Bedford came as a result of General Motors
buying out the Vauxhall Motors in November
1925. General Motors had sold the little
imported Chevrolet coach chassis (usually 14seaters) in the UK quite well and decided
(perhaps to avoid import duties) to manufacture
the chassis in the UK - hence, their purchase of
Vauxhall. They changed the model name to
Bedford and early ones were just a continuation
of the little Chevrolet with a new style of
radiator. Sales were good and the little Bedford
grew over several model changes (WHB, WHL,
WTB) to result in the OB launched in August
1939. WW II interrupted production, but
Bedford were fortunate that the War
Department chose them to produce the only
war-time single deck chassis that could be
purchased. This was a very basic OWB chassis
with an austerity body designed for the purpose
by Duple of Hendon - long time partners of
Bedford chassis. This body had wooden slatted
(park bench-like) seats!

It came to my notice that there are several
references to the OB's distinctive "gearbox
whine". It's true to say that the gearbox was not
quiet because it was a crash gearbox with
straight cut gears. Although double declutching was essential (no synchromesh!), it
was a delightful gearbox to drive, on which,
with a little practice, nice clean gear changes
were possible. The gearboxes were very tough
and reliable and would tolerate considerable
abuse by incompetent drivers. When I was an
apprentice, I got to drive many of our Bedford
"O" series trucks with the same gearbox. I don't
think the LCT [Leicester City Transport]
("Corpo") had any actual OB coaches but the
truck chassis were virtually identical.
The ease of gear changing with the Bedford
gearbox was in stark contrast with other
vehicles with crash gearboxes.
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The Corpo had several Leyland PD1 double
deckers which were an interim post-war
production preceding the introduction of the
much better PD2 in 1948. The PD1 had the
slowest gearchange in the world and because
it was a crash gearbox, double-declutching was
essential. The joke used to be "start off in
second (first was strictly reserved for steep hill
starts), on the change to third, while waiting in
neutral for engine revs to fall, have breakfast,
then engage third!" The reason for this was that
the engine in the PD1 was developed from the
engine Leyland had made for the "Cromwell"
WW II tank. Now tanks require a heavy engine
flywheel to smooth the power output to the
tank's transmission to cope with irregular
ground. I guess the need for new buses after the
war didn't give Leyland enough time to do many
modifications to existing products, so the heavy
flywheel was continued in the bus engine thus
making for the very slow gearchange.

[Paul didn’t have any specific information about the one in the photo taken at Hough Mill, but it is one
of many OBs that have been restored and are still "on the road". For more information, he advised going
to the Wikipedia web page on the Bedford OB for more detailed information generally, and to the website
that provided information about this particular bus: http://www.vintage-tours.co.uk/page26.htm] He
also forwarded some pictures to Bill Pemberton of the Bedford small coach models from the first (WHB)
up to the SB which replaced the OB - Ed]
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A selection of publications written and produced by Paul
Banbury, under his Paul Media logo, on behalf of LIHS
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A New Home for the Stephenson Lift Bridge
David Pearce
About 7 miles from its spiritual home as the
crow flies, the Stephenson Lift Bridge that once
spanned the Soar Navigation at West Bridge is
to be restored in Mountsorrel following a
decision by the Leicester Arts, Museums,
Festivals & Events department. A statement
received by the Mountsorrel & Rothley
Community Heritage Centre just before
Christmas confirmed that the ‘preferred and
approved option for the disposal of the Leicester
and Swannington Railway [L&SR] Lift Bridge as
part of the Leicester City Council, Leicester
Museums & Galleries Collections Review; is to
gift it to the Mountsorrel & Rothley Community
Heritage Centre’
From a standing start in 2007, the Heritage
Centre now boasts the restoration of 1¼ miles
of the Mountsorrel Railway and with £100,000
raised from the local community and help from
local business, the 120 volunteers have
contributed over 140,000 hours in restoring the
rail line, the building of Mountsorrel Station and
repairing of two stone bridges to create a
premier visitor attraction in the heart of the
Charnwood area of Leicestershire. The securing
of the Lift Bridge, although many volunteer
hours - and costs - will be needed to restore it
effectively, the result should only add to the
growing heritage collection, and reputation, of
the Heritage Centre.

Originally, the wooden Lift Bridge, based on a
design by Robert Stephenson, carried a short
stretch of line over the canal to enable the L&SR
to deliver coal to the wharf on the other side of
the canal. The Bridge was in use from 1832 until
the mid-1960’s and was originally designed for
horse hauled wagons and therefore did not have
to be substantial enough to take the weight of a
locomotive. It had gone through a re-build
sometime in the mid-19�� century and over the
year’s repairs and maintenance. With the closure
of West Bridge Station in 1966, the Bridge was
redundant and around 1970 was dismantled for
re-erection on the Riverside Walk at the rear of
the proposed Museum of Technology for the East
Midlands at the Abbey Pumping Station. During
the eighteen years it was located on the Riverside
Walk it became heavily vandalised and in 1992 it
was decided by Leicestershire Museums to
dismantle the bridge and re-erect it as a ‘gate
guardian’ at the newly curated Snibston
Discovery Park in Coalville. In July 2015, after 184
years of use and display, the Bridge was finally
dismantled as a consequence of the closure and
demolition of the Snibston Discovery Park. In the
process of dismantling the Bridge, the timbers
were discarded and only the iron components
were preserved and kept in storage by Leicester
Museums.

Home no. 2 on the Riverside Walk adjacent to
the Museum of Technology (the Pumping
Station)

In its original position ca. 1970
8

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Spring 2020

Home no. 3, Snibston Discovery Park

Physically only the ironwork of the Bridge remains, but with the help of a
detailed history file and the many photographs taken during its long
history, we should soon see it restored in its new home.

Home no. 4 is the
Mountsorrel & Rothley
Community Heritage
Centre. The publication
‘A Dream Come True’
details the developments
at the site since 2007.
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More on Cropston Reservoir
Brian Kibble and David Ramsey
[The Spring 2019 edition of the Newsletter
featured a lengthy article on Cropston Reservoir
and has, I am pleased to say, elicited the
following from Brian Kibble and David Ramsey.
-Ed ]
Firstly, this from Brian. I have particular fond
memories of Cropston Reservoir and attach two
pictures with captions from The Anstey
Millennium Collection. One picture (figure 1)is
of the keepers lodge that was on the site of the
reservoir. The second picture (figure 2) is one
that I took in 2006 when Gregory Sparham of
Newtown Linford took me to the site on the
western side of the reservoir and to a bridge,
probably used by King William III, on his visit to
Lord Stamford in 1695. I live in a converted barn
in what was once part of the farm that Sarah
Birchnall lived in after her marriage. I have
memories of the area on the other side of the
dam which was used by the army during WW II
as storage for ammunition in the build up to
D-Day. The ammunition was stored in Nissan
huts with canvas front and backs and was often
raided by 9 and 10 year olds after dodging the
sentries on duty – bullets made good swaps at
school!”

figure 2 shows the bridge under Cropston
Reservoir - February 2006 After two successive dry
summers the bridge makes its second appearance
since being submerged in the flooding of the
reservoir in 1871. The previous time was in 1982
when the reservoir was drained. The track over it
led from Bradgate House to Leicester via Anstey’s
King William’s bridge on Sheepwash Lane. The
width of the bridge is 18ft. and the arc over the
River Lyn is 21ft.
Courtesy of Gregory Sparham Anstey Millennium
Collection No.1073

Secondly, David Ramsey followed up the original
article with two notes, this one as a preamble to
a more detailed one that came later:
The slate gate posts for the lodges and site
openings at Cropston were manufactured at
Groby (1833) quarry. (Incised 1871 - Groby
Quarry) and have clear signs of sawing on posts.
The embankment of rough chunky slates came
via Rudkin, also from Groby, to Cropston - not
from Swithland as the Swithland Woods quarries
were closed and thus no stock was available. The
Earl of Stamford intended to sell house building
plots in Causeway Lane which looked over the
reservoir from grounds south of the new waters
- I have a map similar to the one you used in the
article only the house plots are shown in pink! The
Earl wanted the sales and in addition no
disturbance to the deer - hence the wall.

figure 1 shows The Earl of Stamford’s Keeper’s
Lodge - Circa 1868 - Mr Joseph Reeves the
Gamekeeper is on the far left with his daughter
Sarah (later Sarah Burchnall of Cropston Road,
Anstey. The Lodge was demolished in 1870 with
the site and foundations now under Cropston
reservoir.
Courtesy of Miss F. M. Pratt Anstey Millennium
Collection No.738
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was inverted and stacked on the other, along
with bundles of loose papers and maps. One
small map on an unknown animal skin I found
lying in a dusty corner would turn out to be the
earliest map of Bradgate to survive - 1746. The
same map shows the early rabbit warrens – or
conery - referred to previously. The conery
warrens would be flooded completely when
Cropston Reservoir later became operational.

The old rabbit warren (or conery) was in the
centre of Bradgate Park so those later warrens
later submerged still need positively locating, as
does the question relating to Benton &
Woodiwiss - which way did they move their drive
their carts, through Bradgate Park or via Anstey?!
No doubt David R will soon let us know the
answer to this conundrum. His second response
was as follows:
I first saw The Earl of Stamfords’ map ca. 1870
(Figure 2) that had been produced on a steam
powered printing press thirty-five years ago at
Enville Hall in Staffordshire, the ancestral home
of the Grey family. It was later overprinted for
generating house sales close to Cropston
Reservoir including that for further properties in
Cropston, Newtown Linford and Groby.

The 7�� Earl of Stamford was no stranger to
Leicestershire, or to Bradgate, as he frequently
sketched in the Park with John Martin, son of
the Bradgate Estate Agent between the years
1838 and 1860.
The Earl would frequently use the railway
system to Bardon and have flowers and eggs
sent forward to either Stewards Hay (A50 at
Markfield), or Pool House, Groby where John
Martin lived for a while before getting married
in 1850.

I was working my way through three black coffin
shaped boxes 5’ 6” long, quite narrow whose
original use was unknown. These were stuffed
mainly with letters and invoices, but with the
occasional rolled map protruding and catching
dust. The early elastic bands had snapped and
the mice had also paid a call, stirring the mix! I
had permission to search for anything connected
with the Bradgate Estate in Leicestershire. There
was no ‘in house’ archivist at that time and I was
teaching full time, so my visits tended to be on
high days and holidays when I would write
copious notes and gain a far better understanding
of how the Bradgate Estate worked in the 19��
century.

The building of the Cropston dam using local
slate is intriguing as by 1871 output from the
quarries at Swithland had all but ceased. The
sawn slate gateposts marking the lodge houses
around the reservoir are clearly sawn (figure 3)
and engraved, ‘Groby Quarry 1871’ which
means Mr Rudkin, tenant at the Groby slate
quarry was building the screen wall close to the
reservoir at the south end and supplying all of
the stone.
figure 3 - a marked
sawn
slate
gatepost at the
lodge house at
C r o p s t o n
Reservoir - a view
looking towards
the
Cropston
entrance
to
Bradgate Park.

The Earl was interested in canals, railways, horse
racing of all types and the seasonable cutting of
timber on his various estates. The Leicestershire
woodlands were an annual cash crop of between
£2,000 and £3,500 and provided bark for the
tanners during the mid-19�� century worth
between £300 and £700 pa.
Plots of land to sell rarely featured in the
accounts, the Earl was normally a buyer, so the
steam printed maps were a curiosity and I
replaced them back in their box. (There were six
in the roll for potential land buyers and the
known land sales which followed were minimal)

Further details on Bradgate et al can be
found in ‘The Surnames, Occupations and
early working practices within the Bradgate
Area of Leicestershire 1296 - 1890’ by David
Ramsey.

I should mention I was working in a room which
contained three baby grand pianos one of which
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LIHS at 50 - A Personal Reflection

David Arthur whom I knew when I was at
Loughborough College training teachers. I still am
in touch with David Alderton whose class in
industrial history was one of the inspirations for
the formation of LIHS and frequently see him at
AIA activities. I regret that I was partly
responsible for David’s leaving the area back in
the early 1970's when we both applied for the
post at Loughborough College and I was lucky
enough to get it. Fortunately, David has never
held this against me and went off to East Anglia
where he taught education in the University of
East Anglia and has very much identified himself
with the industrial history of eastern England.

Prof. Marilyn Palmer MBE, Vice President LIHS
Marilyn read History at St Anne’s College,
Oxford, and then worked in teacher training
before joining the History Department of the
University of Loughborough and becoming its
Head in 1983. She transferred to the University
of Leicester becoming Head of the School of
Archaeology and Britain’s first Professor of
Industrial Archaeology. She is President of the
Association for Industrial Archaeology and was
a Commissioner with The Royal Commission on
the Historical Monuments of England before its
amalgamation with English Heritage. She serves
on committees concerned with her discipline for
The National Trust and the Council for British
Archaeology and is the Subject Adviser for
Archaeology for the University of the Third Age,
for whom she runs study days as well as a large
Archaeology Group. She was awarded an Award
of Merit by the Society for Historical
Archaeology of the USA in 2005 for her success
in integrating industrial archaeology into
mainstream archaeology and then an MBE in
the Queen's Birthday Honours list in June 2015
"for services to Industrial Archaeology and
Heritage" – reprinted courtesy of Heritage of
Industry Ltd
I played quite a large part in the middle years
of our 50, but had to draw back a bit when I
became HOD of Archaeology and Ancient
History at the University of Leicester, Editor of
‘Industrial Archaeology Review’ and Chairman,
then President, of the Association for Industrial
Archaeology. So what I have to say is patchy,
and I would like to pay tribute to the hard work
of the present LIHS Committee, especially David
Lyne, Keith Drury and the late Paul Banbury for
all their work on the digitisation of Bulletins,
and David Pearce for all the work he did in
producing a brief history of LIHS in the Autumn
2019 Newsletter. So much of what I am
recalling is in the series of LIHS Bulletins edited
by several of us here, and those sadly departed,
in the digital version of the Bulletins 1970-2007.
If you have not got this DVD, do order it!!

Dick died in 2004 and in 2005, a memorial bench
was dedicated to him at Swannington by his
widow Jean. Peter Neaverson, who had played a
very important part in the fieldwork and
publications, also died late in 2004, and his
widow Janet planted a memorial tree to him at
the same time - both shown below. Bulletin 19
was dedicated to both. Alan Brittan, who passed
away in 2019, received an award from AIA for
that publication in 2008.

The progenitors of LIHS were very much Denis
Baker and the late Dick Thomson, together with
12
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Many early LIHS members took the three-year
Certificate in Industrial Archaeology that I used
to run at Vaughan College and have stuck
together ever since. This course included
practical work, and we worked for several years
at mining sites in central Wales. Many LIHS
members also joined me when we were working
down in Cornwall on a number of mining sites as
a complement to the work in Wales, working on
tin rather than lead. We became known as the
LIHS flying rescue squad because the Trevithick
Society of Cornwall did not do this sort of work!
On the second occasion, we were invited by them
to show them how to do it, but none of them
turned up so we just got on with it. Afterwards,
the Cornwall Archaeological Unit developed an
interest beyond all things prehistoric and did do
a lot of survey of industrial buildings in Cornwall,
but we were there first.

LIHS also made many day visits where we could
and were hosted by sister IA societies such as
the Southampton University Archaeology
Group. We in turn hosted other groups,
including that Southampton Group and one
from Merseyside.
At the time, I was living in Measham, and we
carried out fieldwork at Moira Furnace for
several years until North-west Leicestershire
district Council realised its importance and
employed a professional archaeologist, David
Cranstone, to complete the work so that we
now have a well preserved industrial
monument. I than undertook research into the
documents about the history of the furnace in
both the Isle of Bute and the Huntingdon
Library in California, where many of the
Hastings Papers now reside. An article on this
was published in the very first issue of the
Industrial Archaeology Review in 1977. Others,
George Bowler among them, worked on the
housing at Moira that was written up as Bulletin
22 in 2017.

The 1970's and 1980's were a period of discovery
in industrial archaeology; so much was new and
exciting. One of the activities we set up was an
annual weekend away for the May Day holiday
once this was created in 1978. Members of the
Committee organised the trip and participants
organised their own accommodation, including
camping. The first was to North Wales, where as
well as a visit to the North Wales Slate Museum
in Llanberis (shown below), the group undertook
a fairly arduous tramp up the Croesor Valley to
see the huge slate quarries there. These
weekends continued for many years and took
LIHS to various parts of the country at a time
when there was so much to discover, such as the
North York Moors and The Yorkshire Dales. I
clearly remember that during the visit to
Gunnerside Gill in the latter in 1979 that hail
people’s anoraks so hard that I could not make
myself heard!

Two views of Moira Furnace:
the upper in 1971 and the
lower in 1998
13
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Industrial archaeology is the systematic study of
material
evidence
associated
with
the industrial past. This evidence, collectively
referred to as industrial heritage, includes buildings,
machinery, artefacts, sites, infrastructure,
documents and other items associated with the
production, manufacture, extraction, transport or
construction of a product or range of products.

9

The field of industrial archaeology incorporates a
range of disciplines including archaeology,
architecture, construction, engineering, historic
preservation, museology, technology, urban
planning and other specialties, in order to piece
together the history of past industrial activities. The
image above, and the ones on Page 14 are taken
from Prof Marilyn Palmer’s presentation, can you
identify the photographs? Answers on Page 25

15

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Spring 2020

At the lime kilns at Ticknall, we worked on most
Sundays in the early 1980's, followed by a
request from the National Trust who had taken
over the Calke Abbey estate. They are
technically just over the border in Derbyshire,
but DAS were then working on the Morley Park
furnaces further north. As experienced lime kiln
diggers, we were then asked to go to excavate
Pickworth lime kiln over in Rutland and the
South Luffenham Water Mill. Incidentally, at
Pickworth, where the rural poet John Clare
worked, was an experience that may have
contributed to his later muddled state of mind!

Now in our 51�� year, there are still many positives
that we can reference: LIHS is still going strong
whereas other societies have closed – the
Nottingham Society a long time ago and more
recently, the Vale of the White Horse in
Berkshire; the Califat dig where we have, since
2007, put in over 4,000 man-hours is still
revealing much, including features that we do not
as yet fully understand continues to this day; the
former Leicester & Swannington Railway,
particularly the Glenfield Tunnel managed by
LIHS, continues to attract visitors – over 4000
since 2013 – and is now a key place to visit on the
map of Leicestershire’s industrial heritage.
There is, however, still a lot of work to do locally
and our involvement with Leicester City Council
ensures that we keep abreast of Council thinking
in Heritage matters. Chris Hossack, David Lyne
and David Pearce represent LIHS on various
Council heritage related bodies.
The AIA, of which I am still President and by no
means non-executive, still flourishes. I ran two
conferences recently (the second one not
intentionally!) and a weekend on Mining in
Matlock with John Barnatt of PDMHS. We have
about 500 members and a journal that Taylor and
Francis, despite their administrative problems,
have promoted it to the extent that we had
several thousand downloads of articles last year,
many of them from overseas.

John Clare’s limekiln, Pickworth,
Rutland. LIHS excavated here 1989
We unfortunately lost the battle to keep the
Museum at Snibston, but Stuart Warburton is
still fighting the cause for Coalville and for a
Snibston Heritage Centre as the colliery
buildings must be retained due to their listed
status.
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John Barnatt in the Peak District Mining
Museum in Matlock receiving the Peter
Neaverson Award for Outstanding
Scholarship for his book ‘The
Archaeology of Underground Mining
and Quarrying in England’ published in
2019.
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I am also pleased to say that the East Midlands
Industrial Archaeological Conference (EMIAC)
still flourishes. It is the oldest and most
continuous of the British regional industrial
archaeology conferences and the only one that
meets twice a year. For the 50th anniversary in
1995 – 25 years on – Mike Bannister put together
a list of EMIACs until that point. The first was
held in Leicester Museum, New walk, on the
theme of Industrial Archaeology – a Policy for
the future ‘. Very far-seeing! We then did
Stockings and Bread in 1973 – the cost was
£1.25! In 1975, we considered Bells, Boats and
Ballast at Loughborough University, where I was
then teaching, and I remember putting together
the leaflet for this. Perhaps our best title was in
1994 with Coalville - The Pits! LIHS has organised
and hosted no less than 16 other EMIACs in and
around the City and County to the present day.
The next EMIAC – the 98th – is being held at the
exciting Mining Museum in Matlock Bath which
is run by PDMHS. I have already been asked to
speak at the 100th EMIAC in 2021 – here’s
hoping!!! I have also just been asked to revise
the book, Industrial Archaeology: Principles and
Practice that I wrote with Peter Neaverson in
1998.

Incidentally the February 2020 LIHS talk is on
the Bell Foundry where I am now acting as the
archaeological consultant in the NHLF bid for
money for further repairs and a new Museum.
Finally, I am afraid I have to take a bit of an issue
with Janet Spavold’s rather gloomy outlook on
the future of industrial archaeology in an article
written by Janet for Issue 17 of the Newsletter
published in 1998. In a well thought out piece,
she thought that both LIHS and the AIA had
‘become refuges for the senior citizen who is
not ready to start a graceful decline into the
granny kennel, but still had an active brain cell
or two’. 21 years later I am happy to say that
the future of industrial archaeology is still going
strong, is in good and younger hands, and by
way of example, would like to finish with an
image of a couple of the AIA prize-winners in
2017 to demonstrate the point!

Little did we know then
that there WOULD be an
accident at ‘t’Industrial
Heritage Museum’ – its
total demolition!
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The First Phase of the LIHS Digital Archive
David Pearce
It was towards the end of 2018 that Keith Drury
and I got together to discuss how we could
begin to deliver on the last of the five aims of
LIHS, aims that have underpinned the work of
the Society since it came into being back in 1969.
Originally, aim number five read as follows: to
ensure the preservation of information
recorded, possibly by the publication of our own
material. This was later amended to read: build
a library, increasingly digital, of relevant
publications, documentary material and images
– a statement more in tune with the emergence
of digital technologies that would enable the
rapid access to the industrial archaeological
information created by LIHS, its Members and
other contributors.
There had been a few false dawns in previous
years, but with work led by Keith on the L&SR
Compendium in 2011, and the digitisation of
Bulletins 1-18 the following year, experience
had been gained in aspects of digital archiving
and retrieval, as well as the growth in the
sophistication of software that indicated that it
was time to take a fresh look at how LIHS could
firstly archive its material, and secondly, how
to retrieve it in a readily accessible, readable,
form.

A former colleague once used the phrase: ‘trying
to boil the ocean’ in reference to solving big data
issues. This came to mind when Keith and I
looked at where all this might all lead: at what
cost, and what resources would be needed. More
importantly, the question of why? why should
we go overboard in delving into such minute
detail in the first place? The question of ‘why’ is
particularly relevant in that we could not define
our audience, apart from those Members that
either had a vested interest in a particular
subject, or had a general interest in the area of
‘industrial archaeology’ per se. Without a finite
market, or a customer ‘pull’, the idea of
embarking on a massive speculative exercise
seemed over the top to say the least. But we felt
that we had to do something!
In the end, it was decided to focus on what was
probably achievable in the short(ish) term and
go for a proof of concept - the logic, its
application and output of which could lead to
some sort of future promised land. We looked at
several possibilities, in the end settling on the
Newsletters and Bulletins, the base material of
which that was probably available in some form
or another from across the Society. Importantly,
the material contained in these journals was also
a matter of record of what LIHS, its Members,
and other contributors had felt worth recording
at that moment in time and would find a ready
audience within the industrial archaeology
community. We thus had two focal points:
content and an audience. The 50�� anniversary
of LIHS in the Autumn of 2019 was pencilled in
as the completion date.

Over the years, LIHS Members and nonmembers had amassed a massive amount of
paper-based reports, studies, photographs,
artefacts and slides on all manner of subjects
that had excited LIHS at some time or another.
Add to this, the many locations, boxes and filing
systems where this information resided would
have to be located and rigorously examined if
we were to get our hands and heads around
the size of the task. A simple categorisation of
Society information could be readily broken
down as follows:

Throughout 2019, a lot of work by Keith went
into assembling the paper-based libraries of the
Newsletters and Bulletins and searching out
suitable companies that could scan and produce
digital representations. Sounds a relatively
simple task, but qualitative scanning was a high
priority due the state of some of the early
Newsletters, the content of which had been
generated on traditional typewriters complete
with the original version of cut and paste for
drawings and photographs! The overall process
was a combination of scanning and real-time
optical character recognition to facilitate the
searching for specific information.

● Text & image materials, not linked to a
specific LIHS publication
● Drawings, paintings, etc.
● Collections of regular LIHS publications
(Bulletins and Newsletters)
● The source materials for LIHS publications
● Still images, video and audio, Artefacts
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After exhaustive trials, the digitised versions of
the Newsletters and Bulletins were created and
now form one, fully searchable, pdf file
containing the equivalent of more than 2000
pages of information. To view any of this, the
only software needed is Adobe Reader, a free
program developed and distributed by Adobe
Systems. Looking for information is simplicity
itself: simply key in, for example, a name, a
location or a topic, and the occurrences will be
highlighted in the file.

Fred Hartley
The photo below shows one of the first delivery of Brush cars to Barrow-in-Furness Tramways Co Ltd, a subsidiary of British Electric
Traction Co. Ltd. The system was operated by
the BET company until the end of 1919, it was
taken over by Barrow-in-Furness Corporation
on 1st January 1920 and operated until 5th
April 1932.

Having satisfactorily completed this stage of the
process, the next question we had to address
was where this file would reside. After
considering possible options, it was decided to
deposit both the physical paper files and the
digital version with the Wigston based Record
Office for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
(RoLLR). RoLLR exists to preserve and provide
access to a wide range of resources which can
be used to research the history and culture of
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland. It is a
service provided by Leicestershire County
Council in partnership with Leicester City Council
and Rutland County Council.

A W.Cookson photograph from the
P.Holmes collection
Services began on 6th February 1904, after
conversion of the system from steam traction.
The first twelve cars were supplied by Brush of
Loughborough and in view of the February
opening date it's possible that they were built
during late 1903. Cars 1 to 7 were of four
wheeled double deck type, cars 8 to 12 were of
eight-wheeled single deck type.

In early February 2020, the physical Newsletters
and Bulletins produced by LIHS up until the end
of 2019, together with the first release of
digitised version, were deposited at RollR.
Future archivists, researchers and those with a
general interest in the industrial history of
Leicestershire (and sometimes beyond our
County borders) can now access the activities of
LIHS and once again acquaint themselves with
investigative work put in by amongst many
others, the Neaverson’s, the Thomson’s, the
Palmers and the Lyne’s et al of this world - who
must have put in enormous hours with great
skill, background knowledge, literacy and
devotion into the detailed surveys and records
which
comprise
much
of
the
Bulletin/Newsletters material. (The Autumn
2019 Newsletter, and Prof. Palmer’s personal
reflections in this issue, also acknowledges the
many others not mentioned in this article who
have contributed to the output of LIHS over the
years - Ed)

Considering the pristine condition of the car
body, and the snow on the roof of the building
in the right background, I suggest the photo was
taken in February 1904 not long after the
opening of the system. The location is Abbey
Terminus and the background looks exactly the
same today. The postcard print is exceptionally
fine-grained and the scan reveals some
interesting details such as the well-dressed
people sitting inside, the curtains on the side
windows, and the ornate glass lampshade
visible through the bulkhead door. The driver
is holding the detachable controller handle.
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The Califat Dig, A Short History
David Lyne
The Coleorton Colliery Company originally sank
three coal mines in North West Leicestershire.
The one that we are principally interested in
was at Swannington, and known as Coleorton
No 2, or the Califat Coal Mine. It was
operational between 1854 and the early 1870’s.
The Califat Coal Mine had two shafts: one for
winding and the other, the Alabama, later
configured as a pumping site. Both were
supported by an engine and boiler house
complex.
In 1969 Denis Baker, one of the founder
members of LIHS ,discovered by accident a
”Haystack” shaped boiler from a Newcomen
engine buried in a field on the Alabama shaft
which was retrieved, and with the agreement
of the then site landlord , Wyggeston Hospital
Trust , it was handed to the Leicester City
Museums service for safekeeping. It is
temporarily standing over the Alabama Shaft
but in view of its age and antiquity, more
suitable conditioned storage is under
consideration.

figure 1 above shows the site in 1999 with two
of the Cylinder support stones set up by
Swannington Heritage Trust as a memorial to
those that died in the mine flooding disaster of
1863.
LIHS returned to Califat in 2006 and started
uncovering the remains of a well laid slightly
domed brick floor, working with an average of
8 diggers, every second Tuesday per month,
from 10.00 until 1.00pm throughout the year,
with a coffee break and then off to the pub for
a well-earned pint!

This discovery was taken further sometime
later when an LIHS team led by Peter Neaverson
carried out a dig of the area around the shaft
in 1993 .When finally reported on, it was stated
by Peter that the evidence showed the remains
of a very substantial beam pumping engine with
two tubular boilers alongside a unique beam
engine with the beam at ground level; one end
acting directly over the shaft as a pump rod and
the other end with a conventional balance
weight but the cylinder was above the beam,
allowing for a much smaller engine house that
would have been less costly to build .

The first objects we found, having brushed the
surface clean, were 2 pot eggs so the area had
obviously been used at some time as a hen
house! Removing the domed layer of bricks
revealed a large engine bed within 4 brick walls
is shown at figure 2, above.

This haystack boiler, dating back to 1750, was
being used as a boiler feed tank for the main
engine and was probably originally in use locally
with an associated Newcomen engine.

By July 2014 we had uncovered the engine
house; the pit for a ventilation fan, or winding
drum, three boilers, exhaust exits to the
chimney stack, and a series of ventilation
tunnels. (figure 3 on page 21)

The Neaverson report is recommended for
more details -see Califat Colliery-Site History &
Investigation published by the LAHS in
Proceedings 74, pages 79-98 in 2000 and later
issued by LIHS as part of Bulletin 16.
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figure 3 shows work well
underway, and the beginning
of further investigations
figure 5 shows a complex of iron pipes,
brick drains and troughs under
investigation in November 2017

2016 saw more work on the fan house which,
with the very thick walls, was beginning to look
like a winding drum structure. This was confirmed
following discovery of an inquest report on the
death of a miner killed when an unauthorised
engine driver operated the engine, but could not
stop it and the cage was pulled into the
headstock, throwing out the man who
subsequently fell to his death down the shaft.

The Dig Team are now approaching completion
of the excavation and starting on final
conservation and safety details. LIHS may
eventually return to Alabama so that the site
can be more readily interpreted with a model
of what the low beam engine MAY have looked
like. To date, we have spent over 12 years and
4,000 man-hours on this site alone and have
over 2,000 pictures and found features that we
do not as yet understand (figure 6, below)

2016 (figure 4) marked the further investigation
of a “forgotten” circular structure, the actual
description of which is still vague, but could be
another shaft or part of the water supply system
with its complicated drainage details (figure 5)

figure 6 showing a feature yet to
be fully interpreted

figure 4 shows starting work on an
overlooked site next to boiler 3 in
December 2016

LIHS are indebted to our own ‘diggers’ and colleagues in the Swannington Heritage Trust,
together with the help from other excavation specialists. We would hope to produce a
comprehensive end of project report on the site in due course.
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Memories of the Glenfield Tunnel
She told me that if I used it as a doorknocker
against the blue-brick structure, the giant
monster inside would come out and attack me.
I hasten to add that I did not beckon this
frightening creature and left the ring well alone!

Michael Torrington
This is one of two articles written by Mike. The
second, The Transportation of Coal from the
Leicestershire Coalfield during the late 18�� &
19�� Centuries, is a paper he wrote whilst at
Huddersfield Polytechnic (now Huddersfield
University). This second article will appear in
the Autumn 2020 Newsletter.
Michael was born in the New Parks area of
Leicester and after Alderman Newton Boys'
Grammar School, he studied at the former
Huddersfield Polytechnic (now Huddersfield
University) and latterly at the Universidad
Nacional Autónoma de México. His interest in
tunnels began in 1966 when he saw a boat
leaving the southern portal of Saddington Canal
Tunnel. From 1969 to 1980 he spent his free
time and money visiting tunnels in the UK.
Following a visit in 1978 to tunnels in Scotland,
he went to México in 1981 initially on holiday,
but stayed on, and after a break of 24 years, he
began visiting railway tunnels in México and is
now probably the leading authority on the
subject. He has had several photographic
exhibitions of his work in different cities in
México. Now retired after teaching for 37 years,
he spends his time between Cancún and México
City. We met Mike last November after he had
contacted David Lyne regarding an intended
visit to the UK with a wish to both attend a
Tuesday evening talk and to reacquaint himself
with Glenfield Tunnel. Following his visit, he
donated various Glenfield Tunnel and other
tunnel related images from around the County
and beyond to LIHS. He also included in this
donation four Glenfield Tunnel mileage markers
that were once fixed to the wall inside the
Tunnel - Ed.

Two brothers, who lived just around the corner,
were setting off fireworks in the spinney, and I,
as most young kids of a similar age were
attracted by them. As they moved off, I followed
them in the hope of seeing more of them
explode. I followed them across fields, which
were later to become the large housing estate
between New Parks and Station Road, Glenfield,
and we eventually crossed the line just to the
west of the Glenfield end of the tunnel. I must
confess that I barely perceived the tunnel, as
fireworks at that time were of greater interest.
In the years prior to the closing of the line from
Leicester West Bridge to Desford Junction, in the
1960's, we would race the train on our bikes from
near the Tubes Works, to Glenfield. We always
beat the train as it had to stop to open and close
the numerous level crossing gates. It was
probably at this time that I became fully aware
of the tunnel’s existence. Many of us would wait
near the bottom of the steps on the public
footpath to watch the train leave the tunnel at
the Glenfield end.
Even though the line was now in disuse, we
would still congregate at the Glenfield end, and
on one occasion I was dared to walk through the
tunnel. This I did, holding the hand of a friend as
we were both quite scared, walking there and
back without any illumination. I do remember
that this walk in total darkness took probably
about an hour, not helped by the small amount
of rubbish at a number of ventilation shafts,
where a thin ray of light would illuminate it.

Living in New Parks, the first time I became
aware of the Glenfield Tunnel was in 1955 when
I was aged about 3 or 4. In the company of a
play mate who was a few years older, we visited
the big ventilation shaft on New Parks
Boulevard. I did not know that it was part of the
Tunnel, but on the side there was - and maybe
still is - a thick metal ring.
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One Sunday towards the end of 1967, whilst
going through the tunnel towards Glenfield,
there appeared to be a plate-layers vehicle in the
distance. Was this to be a dream come true? It
definitely was! Pushing it at speed was not easy
because of the sleepers, hence running along the
rail would allow a fair number of knots to be
achieved! Running along the rail - we must have
been mad!
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I do not remember when the tunnel nameplates
were removed. I was informed that they were in
the possession of someone called Whistler and I
have to admit I would have dearly loved to have
been that person. Not to be outdone, I decided
to see if I could acquire by some means the mile
plates from within the tunnel itself. So, on
Sunday 25�� May 1969 I rode my bike down the
Groby Road and along the public footpath to the
western portal. All four plates were eventually
(figure 1) secured and with the help of friends,
they found a new home in the coal shed. [When
Mike went to live in Mexico, all four markers
were left with another friend for over 30 years!
Mike is coming over the UK again in May and has
offered to help restore the markers to their
original position within the Tunnel. [More on this
in the Autumn 2020 Newsletter - Ed]

Two views of the Leicester end of the Glenfield
Tunnel: the upper one from Mike’s collection
shows the entrance being bricked up with just
a door way. The lower one is view looking from
inside the Tunnel towards Leicester showing
‘the door’ that is, in fact, a shaft that leads up
to the front garden of one of the houses, shown
below, that were built when the cutting was
filled in.

figure 1 shows the tunnel markers, finally
seeing the sunlight after more than 30
years!
In August 1969, whilst just inside the western
portal, there was a cloud burst and a torrent of
water entered the tunnel carrying sleepers in its
wake. I had to balance precariously on one that
was close to the sidewall so as not to get my feet
wet. Also at this time, I bought my first camera,
a Halina Paulette from Jessops on Oxford Street
and naturally my first photographs were of the
Glenfield Tunnel. 1970 saw the first blocking of
the tunnel entrances with corrugated sheets.
Sunday evenings from 6pm to 7pm was the Top
20 on Radio One and during the summer, I would
sit on the cutting at the Leicester end listening
to the latest hits. One I particularly remember
was All Right Now by Free.
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Every day from July 1969 to October 1970, I
would have a quick look at one of the portals.
This was not so difficult as it was on my way to
school. On Wednesday 6�� October 1971, I
started my first job as a trainee surveyor. My
co-worker was soon aware of my interest and
I finally got to ask him if it would be possible for
me to borrow the company’s 100 metre tape
measure to measure the tunnel. Not only was
the answer a yes, but he also wanted to be
involved! The two of us, along with another
friend, began measuring one Friday evening
around 7pm. For the first time I saw the
advantage of a using a tilley [kerosene - Ed.]
lamp instead of a torch: 360° illumination, and
very soon I had used 3 week’s pay to buy one
from Mattocks the Chemists on the corner of
Fosse Road North and Beatrice Road. [Mike also
donated two spreadsheets with all of the Tunnel
data they logged during this period - Ed]
During January 1972 I was in Worcester on a
four-week surveying course and during the free
weekends I would travel to tunnels in the
vicinity. On Sunday 16�� January I visited The
Mythe/Tewkesbury Tunnel and as I had a
considerable time to wait before the return
‘bus I decided to see how quickly I could run
through the tunnel. I logged a total of 12
journeys, but I could not let Glenfield Tunnel be
in second place with respect to the number of
times traversed in a single day, so the first
Sunday in February saw me cover just over 13
miles, or 13 journeys! February 1972 saw the
permanent blocking of the tunnel and I wanted
photographs of this. As I was working at the
time, I asked my friend Mick Richardson if he
would use my camera and take the
photographs. He did not hesitate.

The two images above are from Mikes
collection, taken in 1980, of ventilation shaft
11. The image below shows the same
ventilation shaft as it meets the Tunnel,
taken in 2017 as part of the LIHS review of
the Tunnel shafts on behalf of LCC

Finally, in 1980, I decided to take photographs
of the ventilation shaft, which brings us full
circle. The monster of ventilation shaft No. 11
on New Parks Boulevard did not raise his head
as I took the picture!
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W N Gutteridge Ltd.
The Victorian Society & Neil Crutchley
The former W N Gutteridge factory at 11-13
Wellington Street has recently been added to
the register of buildings of architectural and
historic interest. Built as a shoe factory 150
years ago, it is described by Historic England as
an architecturally distinguished example of the
Italian palazzo style factory, characterised by a
different architectural treatment on each floor
in which a variety of materials and motifs are
used to create a finely detailed polychromatic
façade. Additionally, it has a well-preserved,
legible plan form consisting of the impressive
frontage with parallel ranges around an open
courtyard at the rear, windowed on all
elevations to allow in as much natural light as
possible, consistent with the nature of the work
carried out.

This article first appeared in the Victorian
Society Newsletter and is reprinted courtesy of
Neil Crutchley, Joint Chairman of the Leicester
Branch of the Society, and Member of LIHS. In
2015, Jim Davis and Jo Hayward from BBC Radio
Leicester visited W N Guttteridge and view
some of the countless thousands of buttons
stored in the Company cellar prior to its closure.
A recording of the visit can be found at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p039s4rw
- Ed

Originally built for John W Rowles, a shoe
manufacturer who bought the land in 1866, it
was later occupied by two separate boot and
shoe manufacturers, GP Simons and John
Rawson. Latterly, after a short period of use as
a warehouse by the Leicester Mercury, the
building was occupied by W N Gutteridge, a
haberdashery company specialising in
producing buttons, who bought it in 1964. W N
Gutteridge have since transferred their
production to a site outside the city and
vacated the Wellington Street building.

Answers to picture quiz on pages 14 & 15:
1. Peter Neaverson training students on
Plane-Tabling
2. Restored Ashby Canal at Moira Furnace
3. Excavating a tin mine in Cornwall
4. An excavation at the Glyn Pits Colliery in
Pontypool
5. Glenfield Tunnel
6. No need for an explanation!
7. A visit to the Esgair Hir lead mine, Wales
8. The Haystack Boiler
9. Ticknall Plateway

In giving the building Grade II listed status,
Historic England stressed the ornate nature of
the three-storey symmetrical façade of ten bays
in the Ruskinian Italian Gothic style, which
became popular around this time for
warehouses and light industrial buildings. The
arched openings on the ground floor are
divided by attached columns on square stone
plinths, with highly ornate foliate capitals,
although the delicate detail of these has been
obscured by layers of paint. The upper floors
are characterised by the imaginative
combination of brick and terracotta to create a
rich impression from fairly simple elements.
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A new addition to our family of books
about the Leicester & Swannington
Railway is this reprint from the
Railway Bylines magazine from 2005.
An Early East Midlands Adventure,
Leicester West Bridge to Desford
Junction by Bryan L Wilson is a lavishly
illustrated 10 page history of the early
days of the L&SR&SR. Priced at £3.00
+ £1.50 p&p, it is now available from
LIHS. The order form with all of the
other LIHS publications can be found
at www.lihs.org.uk
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Saturday May 2ⁿ� 2020. EMIAC at the Peak District Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath,
Derbyshire DE4 3NR (see Page 26 for booking details)

Sunday June 7�� 2020 An exhibition of some of the work by Paul Banbury will be held at the
Stoneygate Tram Depot, 453 London Road, LE2 3JW (adjacent to the Shell petrol station) 11.00am
to 4.30pm.

June 30��2020. Bill Pemberton will be giving a talk on Leicestershire Railways at Stoneygate Baptist
Church, 315 London Road, LE2 3ND (7.30pm) as part of the Leicestershire Archaeology Festival with
a collection towards the fund for the restoration of Taylor’s Bell Foundry in Loughborough.

Glenfield Tunnel, Open Days 2020
Archaeology Festival
Saturday July 11��
Sunday July 12��
Saturday July 18��
Sunday July 19��
Saturday July 25
Saturday July 26��

Heritage Weekend
Saturday September 12��
Sunday September 13��
Saturday September 19��
Sunday September 20��

Tours of the Glenfield Tunnel take place at 10am, 11.30am, 2.00pm, 3.30pm and start from the
Morrison’s (formerly the Coop) car park in Glenfield. All places on tours must be booked in advance.
For Advance Bookings please email lihsvisitgt@virginmedia.com or ring Chris Hossack on 0116 2415153

LIHS TALKS: Autumn & Winter 2020/2021: From September to April, LIHS meet
at St. Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's Avenue, Braunstone Lane, LE3 3FT generally on
the 3�� Tuesday of the month. Refreshments from 7.00pm with lectures beginning at
7.30pm. Please check LIHS Programme page at www.lihs.org.uk for any late changes.

Date

Speaker

Title of Talk

September 15�� 2020

Malcolm Ridddle

The Great Central Railway

October 20�� 2020

Les Zellen,

Cooke Optics, the history of
the Company

November 17�� 2020

Speaker TBD

The Space Centre

December 15�� 2020

Members Evening

Members Contributions

January 19�� 2021

Kieran Lee

The Bennerley Viaduct

February 16�� 2021

Stuart Warburton

March 16�� 2021

RoLLR TDB

The first 80 years of cycling
technology & fashion 181790’s
The Thomas Cook Archives

April 20�� 2021

TBD

AGM

And finally, don’t forget the Swannington Dig begins at 9.30 am on the 2ⁿ� Tuesday
of every month - come rain or shine!
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HELP! I am always on the lookout for ideas and
articles that can be included in our Newsletter.
Please send me your ideas, suggestions and any
material that you think, could form the basis of
an article that would appeal to fellow Members
- Ed

