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A View from the Chair

they hear that such and such a building was just
swept away despite being in very good
condition and very suitable for conversion to
living accommodation.

Chris Hossack
This copy of our latest Newsletter marking the
first 50 years of Leicestershire Industrial History
Society is thanks entirely to the painstaking
research of our editor, David Pearce, who has
sifted through our publications of the past to
present a fascinating history of our Society over
that time.

Of course we cannot keep everything and we
have to move on, but selecting best examples
for future generations allow them to
understand better what went before. The
canals could so easily have been filled in but for
a few diehards who saw a future for them for
tourism, a use far removed from the original
narrow boats horse pulled up and down the
country.

It is very interesting to see in the blue headers
tracing the years page by page, the changes of
personnel, how certain names occur again and
again, often moving their job title over time.
Their commitment to the society is what has
enabled it to thrive, for information to be
gathered, for battles to be fought, for books to
be published and perhaps greater than all this,
friendships to be made through a mutual
interest in some aspect of this vast subject know
as Industrial Archaeology.

The continued interest in the Glenfield Railway
Tunnel tours which dominate the lives of a few
of our volunteers during the months of July and
September attract a huge number of visitors
who are amazed at what pick and shovel was
able to do back in 1832. We are very pleased to
be able to offer these same tours to schools,
scouts and local history groups many of whom
would never have shown an interest in old
sooty relics!

One we have recently lost is Alan Brittan, a
tribute to whom is to be found on page 4. Alan
gave generously of his time over the years he
was living in Leicestershire, and was an active
member of the Swannington Digging team as
well as an excellent committee member. He will
be sadly missed.

We were delighted that Professor Marilyn
Palmer MBE was able to present such a
fascinating and wide ranging lecture at the start
of the Leicestershire and Rutland Archaeology
month of July a report of which is included on
page 5.

Another digger, Richard Black, who joined us
only recently, an experienced archaeologist,
died very suddenly to everybody’s shock. His
colleagues Robin Mathewman and Jed Harrop
all arrived together about a year and a half ago
and ensured we kept a far more professional
approach to our excavation work. His attention
to detail as well as his wry sense of humour will
be sadly absent.
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EMIAC 97 takes place at the British Steel
Conference Centre in Scunthorpe on Saturday
5�� October with EMIAC 98, scheduled for
Saturday May 2ⁿ� 2020, at the Peak District
Lead Mining Museum in Matlock Bath. Further
details can be found on the LIHS website.
Finaaly, Inside the back page you will find
details of our programme over the Winter
months. If you have not been to these why not
come along as we have a great range of subjects
on offer. I hope to see you there!
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Alan Brittan 1935-2019
David Pearce
We are sorry to announce that former Chairman, Alan Brittan passed away on June 8�� 2019. I met Alan
only once, at the house of David Lyne probably about 3 years ago. He stood up, we shook hands by way
of introduction and he handed me a faded blue folder saying “make of this what you will!” while
supposedly blowing the dust off the folder. They say that it only takes a few moments to know if you
are going to get on with somebody, and this opening gambit by Alan certainly augured well: his innate
sense of humour must have broken many barriers. Alan was a mainstay of LIHS for almost 30 years - an
active Committee member between 1985 and 1988; Secretary between 1993 and 2000 and finally as
Chairman for three years from 2000 onwards. It wasn’t until I started reading through past LIHS papers,
and with Elaine’s reference to Alan’s affinity with Egypt in mind that the titles of some the articles written
by Alan for our newsletter began to make sense where he used his name as a play on words: Thoughts
from A Brittan abroad; Charcoal from A Brittan? and A Brittan in Egypt- again! He also wrote about
topics as diverse as antiques, machine tool manufacturers, brickworks, St Pancras Station, Leicestershire
Water Towers and Windmills that overall, showed a varied interest, and the reportings of which added
immeasurably to the wealth of industrial knowledge embedded within LIHS. Alan was an extremely
talented craftsman in wood and metal and a builder of beautiful furniture. His last article for the
Newsletter, Following in Gimson’s Footsteps (2016) reflected this interest when reporting on the new
furniture for St John the Baptist Church in Carlton that had been made using traditional methods along
the lines developed by Ernest Gimson.

Committee Member
1985,1986,1987,1988
Secretary 1993,
1994,1995.1996,1997,1998,
1999,2000
Chairman 2000,2001,2002

Oh, and the contents of the blue folder?! Original drawings, text, maps and photographs by
contemporaries that related to miner’s houses in Moira that had lain dormant for over 30 years. Alan
felt that the story needed updating and a fresh lease of life, and thanks to Dr Wendy Freer, Bulletin 22,
The Development of Colliery Company Housing in Moira 1811-1916, was published in 2017. Without
Alan’s foresight, the folder would have continued to gather dust!
A man of many talents.
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The ‘Making’ of the Industrial Landscape in Leicestershire
A report on the lecture given by Professor Marilyn Palmer MBE
The Leicestershire industrial landscape was once
described by Professor William George Hoskins
(1908-1992) as ‘dull’. An outstanding
contemporary historian of Leicestershire, he
famously labelled the County is ‘nowhere
attain[ing] the grandeur of the north, or the
demented and dramatic ugliness of the Potteries
or the Black Country’. It was, he said, ‘profoundly
dull, as one might expect from factories making
such prosaic things as vests and pants, boots and
shoes, biscuits and bricks.
Speaking to an audience of over 60 on the
evening of July 3�� at the Stoneygate Baptist
Church on London Road to celebrate both the
launch of the 2019 Leicestershire Archaeological
Festival and the 50�� anniversary of the founding
of LIHS, Professor Marilyn Palmer MBE, Vice
President of LIHS, spoke to the somewhat
contentious statements made by WG Hoskins focusing not on the debunking of his views, but
on the making of the Industrial Landscape in
Leicestershire that defines our industrial heritage.
Subtitled ‘Change and Development in the past
fifty Years, Prof. Palmer delivered a tour de force,
speaking passionately about the industries that
once defined Leicestershire and the
infrastructures that made it all possible, visually
illustrating Leicester’s once coveted sobriquet of
being the ‘richest city in Europe’. Citing examples
from engineering and the factory system via brick
making and the development of knitting and
hosiery machine manufacture to the knitting of
garments; the boot and shoe industry that gave
rise to the endowing of Bradgate Park to the
citizens of Leicestershire; the extractive industries
of coal and aggregates, and the developments in
transport in the form of canals and railways.

Professor Marilyn Palmer MBE, the first
Professor of Industrial Archaeology at the
University of Leicester and Vice President of
LIHS.
Leicestershire, she contended, surely has an
industrial past to be proud of. Each of the
industry sectors chosen by Prof. Palmer to
illustrate her talk was worthy of longer debate,
something that time on the night unfortunately
precluded. To a large extent our industrial
heritage is already well documented, not only
by Prof. Palmer and her contemporaries, but by
the Society over the past 50 years. On balance,
it was a night not only for reflection, but also a
benchmark of what might be defining our
industrial heritage come 2069!
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Moments in Time – LIHS 1969 to 2019
David Pearce
The emergence of the concept of industrial archaeology came about following the end of WWII where
the destruction of buildings, factories, transport, utilities and infrastructure per se and the subsequent
need to rebuild raised the issue of what had been lost, and how to protect what remained. The first use
of the term ‘industrial archaeology’ is generally attributed to Michael Rix in 1955 and the term gained
national recognition in 1958 when the Council for British Archaeology organised a conference on
industrial archaeology. He subsequently formed a research committee to campaign for the subject.
The Leicestershire Industrial History Society came into being in 1969 when a group of like-minded
individuals who shared a common interest in industrial history met in Coalville. Over time, more people
who shared the same interests came on board, helping to shape the development of the Society. Having
said that, this article is not intended to be a definitive history of LIHS, but more of a journey that began
in that autumn of 1969 and after 50 years, we are not short of memories, articles, photographs, visits,
studies and reports that chronicle the life and times of LIHS.
For me, however, the journey begins In November 2018 when LIHS Secretary David Lyne and I went to
visit Denis Baker, LIHS President and stalwart of our Society since its beginning. Our purpose was to
discuss the paper that he wrote in 1996 to celebrate the first 25 years of LIHS - a shortened version of
which appeared in the Autumn 2018 LIHS Newsletter. In What was I thinking of? Denis recalled that the
idea of formally studying industrial archaeology came about following a discussion with colleague Dick
Thomson and their attendance at a series of lectures held at the Coalville Technical College (now
Stephenson College) organised by the Workers' Educational Association (WEA). The first of these
lectures delivered by Philip Stevens on Transport in North West Leicestershire fired their imagination.
Along with Denis and Dick, the class included Chris Irwin and David Arthur. Such was Philip's enthusiasm
for the subject that there was 100% attendance for the series of 12 lectures and questions arose as to
the potential for further industrial study and site visits.
The WEA lectures obviously stimulated the idea of ‘wanting to know more’ and to uncover more of our
industrial past - not only in Leicestershire, but sometimes beyond the County borders. This thirst for
knowledge was clearly one of the catalysts that spawned the birth of LIHS. Coincidentally, both Denis
Baker and Dick Thomson had also been invited over to Quorn by David Alderton to attend another
lecture on our industrial past when the idea began to take shape of a more formal way to study
industrial archaeology.
During this formative period, Denis Baker recalled that this was the first time he had become involved
with any group with shared interests and that David Arthur had proposed that the fledgling LIHS should
have a set of aims, rather than a formal constitution. These aims, which were to be read at each AGM
were:
1. To encourage the study and recording of the industrial past of Leicestershire
2. To arrange talks, visits and field days concerned with industrial archaeology and history
6
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3. To assist members and others with fieldwork and research
4. To help correlate research and prevent duplication of effort
5. To ensure the preservation of information recorded, possibly by the publication of our own
material
Minutes from the 19�� AGM held on April 18��, 1988 state quite clearly these aims, but over the
following years, whilst 1-3 remain extant, 4 & 5 have been modified to reflect the evolving nature of
LIHS and technology, thus:
4. To publish and disseminate news and research concerned with the industrial history of
Leicestershire
5. To build a library, increasingly digital, of relevant publications, documentary material and
images
This was unanimously agreed, and the inaugural meeting of LIHS was held on the 8�� September 1969
at the New Walk Museum where David Arthur was appointed Chairman, Dick Thomson as Secretary
and Denis Baker filled the role of Treasurer. The initial subscriptions were 15/- (75p) for family
membership, 10/- (50p) for a married couple and 5/- (25p) for individual membership. In the first
year the total LIHS income was £12/15/0 (£12.75) from a membership of 45 with outgoings totalling
£7/17/4 (£7.87). In this first year, members met at the New Walk Museum and Loughborough
University, sharing ideas and developing the first programme of talks and visits.
Autumn 1969 was a busy period for LIHS: a visit to Abbey Pumping Station led by Brian Waters, a
lecture given by David Arthur on industrial housing and a lecture given by Trevor Walden on machine
knitting. The early part of the new year brought a lecture by Bill Pegg on Simple Surveying and a
further lecture on the documents relating to industrial history by a B Chinnery (this might have been
G A Chinnery, former Leicester City Archivist – Ed).
But perhaps the most important meeting held was the April 1970 meeting to discuss and plan a
programme of fieldwork to identify and record key aspects of industrial Leicestershire. This would
become an important feature of LIHS activities through to the present day. 1970 also brought about
the need to find a new venue for the LIHS winter programme of lectures, settling initially at the
Gateway School (now part of De Montfort University).
Continued development of the winter programmes and the 1970 summer programmes of visits to
Abbeydale and Cromford, amongst others, continued apace as did a series of fieldwork activities of
surveys of Alder Watermill at Atherstone, Knowles' Pottery at Woodville, the locks on the Wreake
Navigation at Asfordby, Frisby, Kirby Bellars and Ashby-de-la-Zouch. A tentative look was also taken
at the Lime Yards at Ticknall that resulted in a long-term excavation project.
Meanwhile, at Swannington, a former mining village in North West Leicestershire, a Newcomen-type
boiler, now commonly referred to as the haystack boiler from the nearby disused Califat Colliery,
originally sunk in 1854, was uncovered by Denis Baker and Dick Thomson during 1969 following an
examination of the site when looking for further evidence relating to coal mining in the area.
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The mine had two shafts, Califat, that has been under excavation by LIHS since June 2006 and continues
to the present day, and the Alabama shaft that was excavated between 1993 and 1999. The discovery
of the haystack boiler (figure 1) resulted in an LIHS team led by Peter Neaverson carrying out a dig of
the area around the shaft determining that the boiler, dating back to 1750, had been used as a feed tank
for the main engine and was probably originally in use locally with an associated Newcomen engine.
Bulletin 16, 1997-2000 contains a detailed report entitled Califat Colliery, Site History and Excavation
Report written by Peter and covers the extensive archaeological work that went on at the site during this
period. The boiler itself was successfully excavated and with the agreement of the then site landlord,
Wyggeston Hospital Trust, it was handed over to the Leicester City Museums Service and found a home
at the Pumping Station before returning to North West Leicestershire, this time to the now defunct
Snibston Discovery Park. Following the closure of the Discovery Park, it now has a temporary home
standing over the Alabama shaft, but in view of its age and antiquity, more suitable conditioned storage
is now under consideration.

figure 1 - The Haystack Boiler after being delivered
to the Swannington Heritage Trust on February 29��
2012 with Denis Baker in attendance.
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But the story didn’t end there. In 2006, LIHS returned to the former colliery site with the aim of
exploring the Califat site in more detail, an activity that has now been underway for the past 13 years!
With an average team of eight diggers over the intervening period, a number of discoveries have been
made that have added enormously to our knowledge of the area - all faithfully recorded by LIHS and
the Swannington Heritage Trust for the benefit of future historians. Dig progress reports are issued
monthly by the Swannington Heritage Trust and can be found on theirs, and our, website. As of writing,
over 4,000 man-hours have been spent at the site and over 2,000 photographs taken showing the
progress, the artefacts found and features that we do not as yet understand their origins and use.
figure 2, below, shows the location of the former Califat Colliery.

1 Califat or Coleorton
No 2 or Alabama or
Windmill
2 California or Coleorton
No 1
3 Peggs Green
4 Calcutta or Swannington
No 1
5 Limby Hall Engine
6 Dawkins
7 Sinope or Swannington
No 2
8 Clink or Swannington
No 3
9 Snibston No3
10 Snibston No1
11 Whitwick or Long Lane

figure 2 -location map of the former Califat Colliery at Swannington
together with the other former principal collieries in the area.
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Another ‘dig’ involving LIHS Members was at the Daniel Hayes farm near Ashby that began in 2002.
Members were engaged to help restore a Blakes Hydraulic Pump that was installed in 1904 and originally
used to pump water up to an animal feed tank on a nearby hill. These pumps were widely used and
powered by kinetic energy generated by the water source, in this case, from a lake. The concrete pump
chamber that was no longer capable of allowing the pump to operate was excavated and a refurbishing
operation carried out to make the pump operable again. The site itself was a former deer park, and
further research revealed a flint arrow head that was later provisionally estimated as being about
600,000 years old.
In 1975, Marilyn Palmer’s name first appeared as that of ‘Records Officer for LIHS’, Examination and
excavation of areas around the Moira furnace, and the furnace itself came under her expert supervision.
This was underpinned by the Vaughan College three-year Certificate classes in Industrial Archaeology
run under the auspices of the University of Leicester by Marilyn. Now Professor Marilyn Palmer MBE,
Vice Chairman of our Society and President of the Association for Industrial Archaeology and awarded
an MBE in the 2015 Queen’s Birthday Honours for ‘Services to Industrial Archaeology and Heritage’ was
to inspire amongst others, Peter Neaverson and Dick Thomson; current Chairman Chris Hossack,
Secretary David Lyne and former Secretary, the late Alan Brittan who were all in her class of 1980. The
research at Moira followed on from an early excursion to look at the lime kilns and the furnace. Mike
Bannister, Jack Ramsdale and Denis Baker were given the opportunity to do a brief photographic
recording of the site before it was due to be demolished. Marilyn than undertook research into the
documents about the history of the furnace in both the Isle of Bute and the Huntingdon Library in
California, where many of the Hastings Papers now reside. For over four hundred years the Hastings
family played a major role in English political life and exercised wide local influence in Leicestershire,
principally in Loughborough and Moira. All this obviously paid off because the National Coal Board, the
then owners of the site, were so suitably impressed as to commit to carrying out necessary repairs and
to preserve the site instead. An early win for LIHS? I would like to think so. This early look also included
the former colliery houses, giving rise to further site visits and fieldwork undertaken by Marilyn, David
Palmer, Mike Bannister, the late George Bowles and Wendy Freer amongst others over the next several
years. Their work at Moira is faithfully recorded in the early LIHS Bulletins and the project recently had
a new lease of life when in 2016, Alan Brittan unearthed the original notes, photographs and a series of
highly detailed hand-drawn plans of a row of colliery houses at Moira. These pencil drawings showing
dwellings built in 1846 are so detailed as to show not only the physical dimensions, but also location of
air bricks and the number of pots on each chimney stack! They were obviously created with great
diligence, and most surprisingly, had lain largely untouched for the past 40 years or so since first reported
upon in LIHS Bulletin 4 (October 1980). These original drawings, notes and photographs were created
in 1979 by Mike Bannister and George Bowles, who, incidentally, also attended the first Industrial
Archaeology Certificate Course at Vaughan College. David Palmer was also an active Committee Member
between 1975 and 1986 and both he and Marilyn greatly influenced the course of work and study
undertaken by Messers Bowles and Bannister.
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Wendy Freer looked at the original work by the pair and added her own research to the existing,
adding demographics such as occupancy rates of the Moira houses under review; actual living space,
birth and death rates, and occupations during the 1811-1916 period. Bulletin 22, The Development
of Colliery Company Housing in Moira 1811-1916 was published in 2017 and brings the research up
to date, complementing the original work.
Swannington has another claim to fame in the evolution of LIHS in that it was the start point for
getting coal from the coalfields of North West Leicestershire to the wharf at West Bridge in Leicester.
Coal in vast quantities was needed to fuel the steam engines and furnaces that were fundamental
levers for the Industrial Revolution. The Leicester and Swannington Railway (L&SR), opened in 1832,
was a railway built to replace the existing, but expensive coal transport comprising pack horse,
tramway and canal system via Loughborough to Leicester. The business case made for its creation was
that it would reduce the cost of getting the coal into Leicester, thus making their coal more affordable
and in turn, more competitive against the output from the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire coalfields.
The coal would begin its journey to Leicester at Swannington where a stationary steam engine,
designed and built by George Stephenson, was used to wind the coal wagons up an inclined plane
from the coalfield, and, linked by rail to another inclined plane at Bagworth, it combined to connect
the various collieries in the area for the onward shipment of the coal to the West Bridge wharf
where it would be transferred onto barges to continue its onward journey to the factories and
furnaces.
Summer visits in 1976 included the Severn Valley Railway, the Birmingham canals and the Potteries.
Visits were made to Crich, Wales, Ryedale, Belper and the Magpie Mine. These proved so successful
that a joint summer programme with the Leicester Museum of Technology Association and the
Nottingham Industrial Archaeology Society was arranged in 1977. The following year, LIHS took
advantage of the newly created May Day Holiday to organise a weekend away where people made
their own arrangements for accommodation or simply camped! The first ‘awayday’ was to North
Wales, where as well as a visit to the North Wales Slate Museum in Llanberis, the group undertook
a fairly arduous tramp up the Croesor Valley to see the huge slate quarries there. These weekends
continued for many years and took LIHS to various parts of the country at a time when there was so
much to discover, such as the North York Moors and the Forest of Dean.
One such visit in 1985 was to the Burlesdon Brickworks near Southampton, a site that is now
designated as the Brickworks Museum containing the only steam driven brickworks in the UK. Marilyn
made most of the arrangements with sites to be visited or contacts with the local groups, such as
the Hampshire Group (then the University of Southampton Industrial Archaeology group, popularly
known as SUIAG), Manchester Regional Industrial Archaeology Society (MRIAS) for example (figure
3). LIHS Members were often joined on these weekends by members of the Nottingham Industrial
Archaeology Society. LIHS then hosted return visits by many of these groups, showing them the best
of our own industrial archaeology.
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figure 3 - the photograph shown here was taken by Edwin Course from the University
of Southampton – front row, towards the right, in a long light raincoat. There are
many familiar faces in this group – the Hodges family with their three children, Denis
Baker and David Lyne clutching cameras on the left, Peter Neaverson’s dark glasses
over Ron Hodges’ head, Dick and Jean Thomson, Marilyn Palmer (behind the family),
Mike Tidd left of Edwin Course with Alan Brittan behind him, Pam and Alan Webster
and many others – can anyone name any more?

12

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Autumn 2019

Officers 1989- 1990
President Dick Thomson
Chairman Marilyn Palmer
Secretary Janet Graham, Treasurer Denis Baker
Newsletter Editors Janet Graham, Stuart Warburton
Committee Members: Geoff Bowles, Alan Brittan, John Fletcher, David Lyne, Peter Neaverson,
Mark Sissons, Stuart Warburton

Jumping forward a couple of decades another site visit that is worth noting, this time much closer to
home, was a significant departure from the usual LIHS visits - a look into the future! The photograph
from 2007 shown at figure 4 was taken at the home of Tony and Angela Marmont near Loughborough.
The house and land had been converted to demonstrate an integrated sustainable energy generation
network to provide independence from fossil fuels and nationwide distribution networks. From
relatively modest beginnings West Beacon Farm has now become one of the world’s best examples
of renewable energy in practice and can demonstrate how integrated renewable energy systems
combined with other sustainable practices can form an effective and reliable independent network.

figure 4 - taken by David Ramsey. From left to right: Alan Brittan, Tony
Marmont, Jo Vivian, John Vivian, Mike Lyne, Kay Lyne, Norman
Hodgson John Goodall,Dick Thompson, Pam Tidd, Mike Tidd, Hilda
Sissons, Mrs Thompson Mark Sissons Denis Baker, Gwen Baker, Gloria
Ramsey, John Briggs, Ted Holmes and David Lyne.

continued on page 17
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EXAMPLES OF OUR ….….………….………
Clockwise: Wolsey (hosiery), Taylor’s Bell Foundry,
Snibston (colliery), Califat (colliery excavation at
Swannington), , Corah St. Margaret’s Works (hosiery)
Photographs shown here are provided courtesy of
Prof. Marilyn Palmer MBE.
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….....INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
Clockwise: Leicester Midland Station (rail
transport), map of the former Leicestershire
coalfield, Snibston (colliery), Charles Bennion
(boot & shoe machinery). Photographs shown
here are provided courtesy of Prof. Marilyn
Palmer MBE.
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A short selection of the various
publications we have written and
produced over the years including
maps, DVD’s and CD’s that record
the industrial history
of
Leicestershire. A full list can be
found at lihs.org.uk
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In 1976/7, LIHS meetings were held at the Stephenson (formally Coalville) Technical College before
moving on to the Globe Inn and the Princess Charlotte Inn, both in Leicester, and then moving back
to the Pumping Station. Other meeting venues over the years include rooms in Loughborough Road,
Leicester University, Newarke Girls School, Beaumont Leys School, the Riverside in Rowley Fields and
since 2011, at St. Mary’s Community Hall in Braunstone.
In April 1976 the first LIHS Bulletin (figure 5) was produced following the publication of a newsletter
the previous year to advise Members of recent Society developments and of upcoming events. The
early Bulletins were a mixture of in-depth study and analysis, and shorter pieces that had more of a
wider appeal to the serious student of industrial archaeology. Later Bulletins became single subject
following the introduction of the LIHS Newsletter in 1989 which included in its content, newsy type
articles, visit reports and events which catered more for the general reader with an interest in
industrial archaeology. This two-tier approach to the dissemination of information worked well and
continues to this day.

figure 5 - The first of 23 (to
date) of the LIHS Bulletin, the
first 18 of which were digitised
and are now available on a fully
searchable CD.
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As well as the ongoing fieldwork, research and site visits, Dick Thomson and Denis Baker spent some
time producing an outline walk plan for the Moira Trail which was researched, written and illustrated
by George Bowler and Mike Tidd for submission to the North West Leicestershire District Council. The
fieldwork team also undertook the task of recording the remaining structure at the Bagworth Incline
House and commenced a campaign to save it which unfortunately later proved unfruitful, despite a
concerted campaign including a TV appeal!
A visit was also made to the remains of the Swannington Incline to see what remained and Denis and
others were disappointed at the condition of the site. Considering that it was then 150 years since the
opening of the L&SR in 1832, a celebration of the opening of the railway commenced with the clearance
of the incline leading to the creation of the Swannington Heritage Trust.
As the decade progressed LIHS became much more professional and rigorous in the approach to
industrial archaeology, following the high standards of research set by Peter Neaverson's skill and
Marilyn's enthusiasm. It is just worth reflecting here on the aims of LIHS, set out in those early days: to
encourage the study and recording of the industrial past of Leicestershire and to publish and disseminate
news and research concerned with the industrial history of Leicestershire because from 1976 onwards,
LIHS had been recording its activities in a written form, and publishing the results in a series of Bulletins
to record the work undertaken, closely followed in 1979 by the publication of the first of the Newsletters.
It is also worth remembering that in those days, word processors, spell checkers and all of the hardware,
software and internet resources we employ today to create articles, embed photographic evidence and
maps was still a thing of the future. It therefore took incredible skill and expertise to turn out highly
detailed and complex articles – and more to the point, ensuring that is was an accurate representation
for future historians to use as reference points. Hours were spent in the University of Leicester using a
lethal machine which in theory produced spiral binding, but in practice shot the binders all-round the
room!
At the turn of the century, digital was the new mantra, from photographs to the scanning of the written
word to produce searchable documents, allowing at a stroke the ability to not only create, but also
retrieve information on any given subject. The challenge here for LIHS was to deliver against one of its
other aims: to build a library, increasingly digital, of relevant publications, documentary material and
images. But all this was to come: in 1977, the Editorial in Bulletin 2 reported that ‘a copy was sent to
the British Library and given the International Standard Serial Number which appears on the front cover.
As a result of this procedure, copies are now reposing in libraries as far afield as the University of Sydney
and Harvard College in Massachusetts as well as in local libraries’
It is only when reading through the contents section of the individual Bulletins that you get a measure
of the breadth of subjects, and depth of research and analysis that Members submitted. We are fortunate
that in 2012, the originally published paper versions of the first 18 Bulletins were digitally reproduced
and are available on CD. They have no new or revised content over that originally issued as hard-copy,
and no attempt has been made to correct the material or to reflect any later findings, recordings or
interpretation. LIHS members Paul Banbury, Keith Drury, Wendy Freer, David Lyne, Marilyn Palmer and
David Ramsey worked on the conversion of the Bulletins into a digital format.
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There is not enough space to include all of the subject matter and authors that have contributed
towards the Bulletins over the years, but here is a flavour:
Bulletin 2, April 1977
Crow Mills, – Focus of Fact and Fantasy (author Richard L Gulliver)
Cornwall furnace, Pennsylvania, USA (Michael J Bannister)
Moira Furnace (Marilyn Palmer & David Palmer)
A Newcomen type boiler at Califat Colliery, Swannington (Denis Baker & Dick Thomson)
Bulletin 8, 1985
A Survey of the Framework Knitters Cottages in Bond Street, Hinckley (J I Jeffrey)
Brewing in Leicestershire over the past 100 years (Barry Thomas)
Bulletin 13, 1990/91
Coalville Brick Co Ltd (Denis Baker)
The Excavation of a Limekiln at Breedon on the Hill (A E Brown)
Bulletin 15, 1994/96
An early purpose-built gas turbine research and development establishment (David Lyne)
A Survey of the former Great Central Railway Goods Warehouse, Leicester (Peter Neaverson &
Stuart Warburton)
Bulletin 18, 2007
Early slate quarries North West Leicestershire (David Ramsey)
Whilst the Bulletins generally covered many and varied topics, as the examples shown above, Bulletin
18 was the first to cover one specific topic. Bulletin 19 was a one off special in memory of Peter
Neaverson and Dick Thomson who contributed so much in terms of research and reports on all manner
of aspects of industrial archaeology. The single topic trend continuing with Bulletin 20, S. Russell &
Sons, Iron Founders & Engineers (2014). 2016 saw the publication of Bulletin 21, That Fine Bunch of
Boys at the Mill! - the history of Tubes of Desford and perhaps our most significant Bulletin in recent
years. Just before the plant at Desford finally closed in 2006, every effort was made to record and
preserve elements of its 65-year history. A huge amount of technical material and photographs,
together with oral histories and film shot on site by Wendy Freer and David Lyne were collected and
preserved by LIHS and the Desford and District Local History Society. The job of sifting, selecting and
interpreting this material and turning it into a readable history of Tubes fell to LIHS member John
Briggs (1934-2016). John began to compile the history, but became ill during the early years. He lived
just long enough to see his magnus opus finally appear in print – a fitting tribute to a great piece of
work. Bulletin 22, The Development of Colliery Company Housing in Moira 1811-1916, (2017) and
Bulletin 23, Wildt & Co (2018) complement the previously mentioned impressive pieces of work.
Bulletin 24, the history of Equity Shoes, is planned to be the next addition to the family of LIHS Bulletins.
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In January 1989, the first LIHS Newsletter (figure 6) appeared with an introduction by its Joint Editors,
Janet Graham and Stuart Warburton. Thirty years later, and fifty editions compiled and published is
not quite the run rate envisaged by Janet and Stuart, but nevertheless, a considerable achievement –
considering again that the early editions were hand typed, photographs used were literally cut and
pasted with the final version of the newsletter then photocopied for distribution. The Newsletter has
also had just six Editors over the period, each with his or her own unique stamp on the final product.
We have now amassed the first fifty editions and are currently undertaking a project to digitally
reproduce almost 1000 pages of the original content contained therein. Following the principles set
down by Keith Drury for the digitisation of the Bulletins, it is hoped to make this available sometime
in 2020.

figure 6 - extract from the first
LIHS Newsletter with a
welcome from Editors Stuart
Warburton and Janet Graham.
Stuart and Janet were the first
of only six LIHS Newsletter
editors
since
its
first
appearance in January 1989.
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The LIHS Newsletter format has stayed fairly consistent throughout, comprising editorials,
conference reports articles, forthcoming events, summer visits, awards, book reviews, one or two
letters and requests for more contributions from the Membership from the beleaguered Editors!
SNIBBITS is a particular favourite – articles and comments relating to all things Snibston by Stuart
Warburton. One is struck by the enthusiasm of Members in providing material for the Newsletters
on a whole raft of subjects although by 1998 (Issue 17), Janet Spavold was voicing her thoughts on
the future of Industrial Archaeology in her article Where has all the Interest Gone? reproduced below:
‘Long ago when the world was young (and I were nobbut a lass) an evening class was held at Vaughan
College. It was run by Dick Thomson and Denis Baker, who were also young then (this really was a
long time ago! Ed.). It was an introduction to the new young study of industrial archaeology. We
attended, we were hooked, and we joined LIHS in its second year. In those far off days the membership
was growing like Topsy, supplemented by friends and families of the enthusiasts. Some of my fellow
university students accompanied us on the summer outings. (some only came once - as when we
went to inspect the ironstone mines in Northampton on a bitterly cold day, and then decided that
that was enough.) Members families, from small children to Grannies, came fairly frequently. One
trip round the canals of Birmingham was memorable not just for the huge turnout but also for the
infant who constantly demanded a Curly-Wurly on the boat, then got her head stuck through the
railings at our destination, almost causing Granny a heart attack. Oh, and the dead dogs floating in
the canal. You had to be intrepid in those days, and, with the resilience of youth, most of us were. There
was even a regular canine interest, at least there was until Dick's dog tried Jesus' trick of walking on
the water at Harecastle and found that he was not the 'Dog of God'. Visits then were so popular that
often two coaches had to be laid on, and then you only got a seat if you booked quickly. On the national
front the AlA was fighting for official recognition of I.A. with the statutory bodies, and that recognition
was a long time coming. Now we have Marilyn as the I.A. voice, even on Royal Commissions. But the
heady days of growth came to an end. The youngsters passed into middle age and gradually became
grey. Both LIHS and the AIA have become refuges for the senior citizen who is not ready to start a
graceful decline into the granny kennel and still has an active brain cell or two. Soon maybe the next
generation of enthusiasts may see the need to start a society for the Preservation of Industrial
Archaeologists alongside the artefacts themselves. As I sink into the sunset myself, I wonder why this is
so. Were we so keen because there was so much to be done? Did we like being in the vanguard of the
Heritage Army? Did we do it because we wanted to get our hands dirty. As I did on many Monday nights
cleaning the mahogany casings of the Pumper's cylinders? Was there an element of nostalgia for our
lost childhood standing at stations beside gently hissing steam locos, or getting soot and ash in your
eyes by leaning out of the train windows to see if you could see the sea yet? Has the Heritage Industry
tidied it all up and preserved and sanitised it all so that there is nothing left to do? What if anything
can we do about it?’
21 years later, we are still hanging in there! Today, LIHS has a Membership of almost 100 and the
AIA about five times as many so the somewhat downbeat tone of Janets’ article has seemingly not
been realised. As of writing (July 2019) the AIA are presenting evidence to an All-Party Parliamentary
Group and have made £600,000 in Restoration Grants in a period of ten years.
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I guess that the organic growth within both organisations is a result of capturing the imagination in regards
to IA; astute marketing, the internet as a vehicle for research which was in its infancy at the time when
Janet wrote her article, plus the dedication of members of both organisations has to a large extent helped
raise the profile of IA. Long may this upward trend continue.
On a lighter note, a selection of some of the articles that appeared in the Newsletters with titles that
appealed to pun lovers: Piers of the Realm (also from issue 17, Spring 1998) by Jo Vivian on the seaside
pier, or Stately Power (Issue 23, Spring 2001) by Mark Sissons following a visit to Chatsworth House and
finally, Buttons & Foes (Issue 32, Spring 2009) by Tom Lawson on glass products manufactured by English
Glass. More obscure articles graced the pages of the Newsletters: Of Cakes & Cuttings (Issue 43, Spring
2015) by Peter Firth and how the Standard Gauge Came About – or Did It? (Issue 46, Autumn 2016). In
attempts to save some of the more notable examples of our industrial heritage, LIHS lobbied for the
saving of the Bowstring Bridge (Issue 30, Spring 2008), the Snibston Discovery Museum, and Stephenson’s
Lift Bridge that once spanned the Leicester Navigation giving access to the coal wharves (Issue 45, Spring
2916), all without success with the exception that the remains of the Lift Bridge are still in storage awaiting
their probable fate. Issue 22 (Autumn 2000) was mainly devoted to a report by Peter Neaverson
commissioned by English Heritage to research and define a research agenda for the East Midlands
Counties. His brief was to present a short statement of the current state of knowledge about industrial
archaeology in Leicestershire and Rutland from the standpoint of the second half of the 20th century. This
arose out of a concern to record, and even preserve, some of the monuments of the British industrial
revolution at a time of wholesale urban redevelopment. His report concentrated on Leicestershire’s major
industries: Processing the Products of Agriculture (brewing and malting, corn and grist milling, textiles and
boot and shoes) Engineering, Extractive Industries, Transport and Public Utilities. Editor Peter Sissons
commented on the paper by Peter saying that it gave a valuable view on the current state of many aspects
of Leicestershire's industrial past, and its poor recording and protection. He, Sissons, hoped that the paper
presented by Peter would shed light on the continuing loss of significant and historic industrial premises
caused by business failure and redevelopment. In 2019, we must ask if anything came about as a result
of this Report.
But back to our Newsletters. Below are some typical articles from the past 50 years. If I have missed
out a particular topic, or article, it hasn’t been through neglect or want of trying – just that there was
so much to choose from; over 1000 pages of news, digests, whimsy and all manner of subjects under
the banner of industrial history!
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Bridges of Ironbridge (1988)
The Leicester Knitting Trail (1989)
LIHS award for article on Tin & Lead Dressing (1990)
Bagworth Incline Keepers Cottage, Demolition of (1991)
Demolition! Friars Mill (1992)
The Levant Beam Engine Steam’s again! (1993)
Califat Colliery, LIHS Fieldwork Report (1995)
Developments at Snibston (1996)
Threatened Buildings (1997)
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Restoration of the Moira Lime Kilns (1998)
Dream Ticket? A New Railway for Coalville (1999)
Swannington – The Refurbishment of the Hough Windmill (2000)
Whissendine Windmill (2001)
Ashby Canal (2002)
LCC Museums Strategy (2003)
Times of My Life – An oral history (2005)
A Brittan in Egypt! (2006)
All is not well with British Waterways (2007)
Tubes of Desford (2008)
Assessing Leicester’s Industrial Heritage (2009)
A Good old-fashioned Apprenticeship (2010)
A dramatic end to the Barrow upon Soar railway bridge (2011)
The Brush Works in 1936 (2012)
Rayn’s Basket Works (2103)
Corah’s of Leicester (2014)
Artisan Press (2015)
Frears Biscuits (2016)
Richards of Leicester (2017)
The Bentley Engineering Group (2018)

As a late starter to join the LIHS family (2014) two projects have stood out: ‘the dig’ at Swannington,
and the opening of the Glenfield Tunnel. While ‘the dig’ is a joint venture, closer to home is the
history of the L&SR that opened in 1832 and closed 1966. The Glenfield Tunnel, the only easily
recognisable physical feature remaining of the L&SR, came (and still does) to feature heavily in the
activities of LIHS. Following the closure of the line the Tunnel lay dormant – the only visitor being
bats that took it over during the winter months. Following a partial collapse of a railway tunnel in
Kent also engineered by George and Robert Stephenson in the early part of the 21�� century,
Leicester City Council, the owners of the Tunnel were forced to review the condition of the structure.
From 2004-2006 a complete examination was undertaken, resulting in a series of concrete support
rings being placed within the Tunnel at what were the weaker points along its length. This remedial
work was undertaken between 2007-2008. LIHS already had a wealth of information and
photographs, so it was in both the interests of the City Council and its contractors that information
provided by LIHS relating to the Tunnel and its confines should be shared with them, something
that Secretary David Lyne impressed upon the parties at various meetings. As a result of his lobbying,
LIHS were granted access to the Tunnel during the reinforcement period and Keith Drury authored
a report on the reinforcement works which the Council and the contractors were able to comment
on. With the wealth of information – written and photographic – at hand, plus the intimate
knowledge gained during the reinforcement period, Keith Drury lead a team to compile all of the
material, complemented by further research, into what became the LIHS Leicester to Swannington
Compendium, a 650 page e-book containing the complete history of this historic railway system.
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It was published in 2011 with an updated version appearing in 2013, which just happened to coincide
with the launch of National Heritage Days. Following further lobbying by David Lyne on behalf of LIHS
it was agreed, with the support of Sir Peter Soulsby, City Mayor, following the latter’s keynote at LIHS
sponsored EMIAC 85 (2013) that the Glenfield Tunnel would be opened to visitors in September of that
year – albeit only to the one-hundred yard marker (increased to 400 yards in 2015) as part of Leicester’s
support for National Heritage Days.
Our relationship with the City Council was further enhanced by our participation in both the Heritage
Partnership and the Conservation Advisory Panel providing opportunities for contributing (and
sometimes opposing!) changes to the face of Leicester. Our participation on the Heritage Partnership
has been of value in voicing concerns over the general safety and structural standards at the
Glenfield Tunnel, now a major Heritage attraction with circa. 4000 visitors to date (September 2018).
The Glenfield Tunnel has also spawned a number of publications, largely the work of Members Paul
Banbury and Bill Pemberton, plus a number of maps which greatly add to the general knowledge and
awareness of the L&SR. Monies generated by the sale of these publications in turn help to fund
school visits organised by Historic England. One hopes these will leave a long-term impression on
these young minds regarding this one part of our industrial history, and just maybe deliver some new
LIHS Members in the longer term! figure 7 shows how it might have looked as George Stephenson

figure 7 - travelling at 4 mph,
it took approximately 15
minutes to pass through the
Glenfield
Tunnel.
The
inaugural journey on July
17�� 1832 conveyed around
300 guests in open topped
carriages…not a pleasant
experience I would imagine.

24

Leicestershire Industrial History Society

Autumn 2019

Officers 2017-2019
President Denis Baker
Vice-President Prof. Marilyn Palmer MBE
Chairman Chris Hossack, Secretary David Lyne, Treasurer Bill Pemberton,
Website Editor Sally Hossack, Newsletter Editor David Pearce
Committee Members: David Ramsey, David Pearce, Ken Clayton, Stuart Warburton, Jane Smith

As I sit here in the early summer anticipating the 2019 Glenfield Tunnel opening season; looking at
the stack of books, bulletins, newsletters, publications, maps, DVD’s and CD’s that we have produced
over the years that seem to have taken over my loft, musing on what I have missed, or should have
included, in this brief resume of the past 50 years of LIHS, my thoughts go to year 51 and beyond.
The fundamental questions are: what do we do with all this material, and who will carry the industrial
archaeological flag forwards? The latter question is probably easier to answer in that industrial
archaeology has to appeal, somehow, to the younger generation and that in itself presents the current
generation with a challenge to create interest and build a desire to ‘know more’ in much the same
way as Denis Baker and Dick Thomson did in those early days. Hopefully this will spur them on to
continue the valuable and investigative work undertaken, for example, by Marilyn and Peter
Neaverson and the many other industrial archaeologists who have graced LIHS over the years.
In trying to answer the question of what we do with all of this material, we are now blessed with all
manner of technology, although it still means a lot of hard work. Nobody ever said that technology
was easy – useful, but not easy to get on top of and manage effectively in the long term.
The last of our aims to build a library, increasingly digital, of relevant publications, documentary
material and images, at least sets a marker as to where we want to be, at some time in the future.
LIHS are already in the process of creating and making available text and images under the heading
of The LIHS Archive that will embrace as well text and images, drawings, paintings, etc., collections
of regular LIHS publications (Bulletins, Newsletters, etc.), source materials for LIHS publications, still
images, video, audio and other artefacts. The process began almost 10 years ago with the creation
of the L&SR Compendium, followed by the creation of a tabulated list of LIHS activities, defined as
'projects'. This list represents the first phase of a concerted digital archiving process, to create set of
LIHS libraries, their context and ownership. As part of this process we also need to ensure that we
comply with any legal and compliance issues regarding the derivation, copyright ownership and
management of the captured digital content.
In the intervening years, we have won several awards, including:
● 1988 Lloyds Bank award for Industrial Archaeology under the equipment section enabling
LIHS to purchase surveying equipment for use in the Calke Abbey limekilns
● 1989 Lloyds Bank award, again for Industrial Archaeology under the equipment section, that
enabled LIHS to purchase safety equipment for working at the top of the winding engine house
at the Glyn Pits near Pontypool
● 2014 County Heritage award for the preparation and opening of the Glenfield Tunnel to visitors
as part of the National Heritage Open Day Programme. In this first year 300 visitors came last year over 1000 came to view this masterpiece of civil engineering
● 2016 A special award from the Association for Industrial Archaeology (AIA) for LIHS. Bulletin
21, That Fine Bunch of Boys at the Mill! the history of Tubes of Desford was singled out for
particular praise
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As mentioned previously, LIHS has also been involved in the authoring and production of a number of
detailed books on mainly single subject industrial archaeological topics together with (mostly!) twiceyearly newsletters. In recent years, we have been posting our newsletters to the website to reach a wider
audience together with creating and producing several related books, DVDs, ebook CDs, maps, plans and
other items of interest that record the industrial history of Leicestershire.
I began by saying that it was not intended to be a definitive or exhaustive history of LIHS, but more of a
journey that began in that autumn of 1969 to the autumn of 2019. I have included snippets of engaging
information culled from the Bulletins, Newsletters and conversations along the way, but have inevitably
had to be selective. Most of the research reported on would, and in some cases has, been written up for
not only our publications, but other publications as well as being delivered at conferences. The Society
has achieved a lot over the past five decades, and we look forward to the future - or to paraphrase Buzz
Lightyear, here’s to Year 51, and beyond!

On the Ticknall Tramway (l-r)Dick
Thomson, Marilyn and Peter Neverson
taken circa. 1987. The Ticknall
Tramway was 12.8 mi (20.6 km) long,
4 ft 2 in (1,270 mm) gauge horse-drawn
plateway from Blakesley railway
station to Blakesley Hall in Ticknall,
Derbyshire. It operated from 1802 to
1913 and connected the brickyards,
lime quarries and lime yards of Ticknall
to the Ashby Canal.

In Bulletin 19 Alan Brittan, the then Editor, penned obituaries to Peter Neaverson (1929-2004) and Dick
Thomson (1920-2004), LIHS President for many years. Both contributed immeasurably towards the
Leicestershire Industrial History Society and to industrial archaeology generally.
My thanks to all who helped to contribute towards this brief history - and apologies for any errors. I
would be delighted to hear comments and any suggestions as many of you will be vastly more
knowledgeable than me in matters of industrial archaeology! - Ed.
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Dates for your Diary…..
Autumn & Winter Programme 2019/2020
Venue (Unless otherwise stated): From September to April, LIHS meetings are held
at St. Mary's Community Hall, St. Mary's Avenue, Braunstone Lane, LE3
3FT generally on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Refreshments are served from
7.00 pm with talks beginning at 7.30 pm. Please check www.lihs.org.uk for any
late changes.
2019
September 17��
October 5��
October 15��
November 19��
December 17��

Dr Wendy Freer, Frame Knitting & The Hinckley and
District Hosiery Industry
EMIAC 97, British Steel Conference Centre, Scunthorpe
Anthony Poulton Smith, Industrial Fasteners
Bill Pemberton, Railways of Leicestershire
Members Evening

2020
January 14��
February 18th
March 17��
April 21��

Prof Marilyn Palmer MBE, Celebrating 50 Years of LIHS
David Potter, The Loughborough Bell Foundry
Roger Lovell, The Rubber Industry in Leicester
AGM, Speaker TBC

LIHS Excavation of Califat Colliery. The monthly meet at the Califat
excavation site continues on the 2nd Tuesday in the month.
New Diggers Welcome!
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David Pearce

davidpearce999@gmail.com
What does Industrial Archaeology
mean to you?

Secretary
Dusty shelves and library rows
Friends on trips with sweets
Buddle sites and limey kilns
Mill ponds, dams and leets

David Lyne
lihs99@ntlworld.com

Late night trips to engine sheds
Steam ups against friends
Torches following water courses
Friendship never ends

Officers & Committee

Cornish granite boiler houses
Heather gorse and shafts
Some hard climbs and sleepness nights
But also many laughs
So what does IA mean to you?
Out there with friend or wife,
Write and tell us what is done,
To brighten up your life.
Anon
This originally appeared in the LIHS Newsletter
published in the Spring of 1998
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